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WEB-AGRI: The Internet search engine dedicated to agriculture

Description and operating principle
WEB-AGRI is the first Internet search engine specialized in agriculture. By searching an agricultural keyword, the user obtains a free listing of web pages related to this subject on Internet.
Developed by HYLTEL, this search engine allows the exploration of Internet pages and only indexes agricultural content. The technical principle of this engine is to look through the web using a method of pages indexation adapted to practices and needs of the agricultural community. As a result, web surfers and new users of agricultural Internet save a considerable time, while accessing relevant and quality information in a few seconds. WEB-AGRI guides them in a simple but very comprehensive way.
Current search engines are not specialised enough. It is like searching a needle in a haystack!
Before WEB-AGRI, users can only find agricultural directories on the web (not always well organised and updated).
WEB-AGRI (http://www.web-agri.com) now brings this powerful search technology to agriculture and allows "the farming community to find the needle in a haystack".

Original features of the product
As of today, there was no internet search engine specialized in agriculture ; Web-agri is the biggest agricultural database. Users search on more than 500.000 Agricultural web pages.
This engine provides direct access to web pages, with a fast up-to-date setting and relevant content. 

Advantages for the user
Web-agri brings several advantages to the user: 
- relevant internet search specialized in agriculture allowing search on technical agricultural words, 
- gain of time for information retrieval on internet, 
- exhaustivity of information sources, 
- substraction of unagricultural answers, 
- ease of use, 
- search capabilities on French and English-speaking agricultural web, 
- contribution to technological sit-up, 
- guidance for the first time internet users of the agricultural community.

See: HYPERLINK http://www.web-agri.com http://www.web-agri.com
HYPERLINK "mailto:contact@web-agri.fr" mailto:contact@web-agri.fr


It is not an Ehud's questionnaire!
At the moment I am preparing a study project in cooperation with the marketing department of the Wageningen University. The study deals with the goals/strategies of different business models of web sites and the organizational issues related to a web site implementation.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.sls.wageningen-ur.nl/menc/homepages/frans/websitegoals.html" http://www.sls.wageningen-ur.nl/menc/homepages/frans/websitegoals.html
Contact: Ralph Langholz
HYPERLINK "mailto:rlangholz@web.de" mailto:rlangholz@web.de


A CD-ROM about Italian xylophagous insects (Cerambycidae) - about 300 species
Voir : http://web.tiscalinet.it/cerambycidae/cerambycidae/atlas/index.htm
Contact: Marco RASTELLI
HYPERLINK "mailto:mrastelli@tiscalinet.it" mailto:mrastelli@tiscalinet.it


A marriage made in heaven??

On their way to get married, a young couple are involved in a fatal car accident. Soon they find themselves sitting outside the Pearly Gates of Heaven waiting for St. Peter to process them into Heaven.

While waiting, they begin to wonder: Could they possibly get married in Heaven? When St. Peter shows up, they ask him. St. Peter says, "I don't know. This is the first time anyone has asked. Let me go find out," and he leaves.

The couple sat and waited for an answer ... for a couple of months ... and they discussed that IF they were allowed to get married in Heaven, SHOULD they get married, what with the eternal aspect of it all - "What if it doesn't work?" they wondered, "Are we stuck together forever?"

After yet another month, St. Peter finally returns, looking somewhat bedraggled. "Yes," he informs the couple, "you CAN get married in Heaven."

"Great!" said the couple, "But we were just wondering, what if things don't work out? Could we also get a divorce in Heaven?"

St. Peter becomes red-faced with anger and slams his clipboard onto the ground. "What's wrong?" asked the frightened couple.

"OH, COME ON !!!" St. Peter shouts, "It took me three months to find a priest up here! Do you have ANY idea how long it'll take me to find a fuckin' lawyer??!!"

Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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World Congress of Computers in Agriculture and Natural Resources
September 19-21, Iguassu Falls, Brazil
The programme is available at the web site.
See: HYPERLINK "http://wcca.ifas.ufl.edu/" http://wcca.ifas.ufl.edu


Directory or search engine?
Quentin RUND sees AGRISURF as the first search engine for agriculture.
From my point of view a directory enables to look for a web site, e search engine to look for information. AGRISURF obviously is the biggest directory of agricultural web sites but is not a real search engine.
Contact: Quentin RUND
HYPERLINK "mailto:qrund@paqinteractive.com" mailto:qrund@paqinteractive.com


Archives of this newsletter
The archives of this newsletter are available at:
HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr/" http://www.acta-informatique.fr/
(Produits et services. Dossiers / Les dossiers d'ACTA Informatique / La compilation des gazettes "EFITA 2001".
You will find here all the excellent jokes by Mike Harkin.


Phot@theque to manage shared collections of digital photos
Phot@theque is a tool to manage and share collections of digital photos on a server, through a local or extended area network under a linked database management system. A major advantage of Phot@theque is that photos stored in the Phot@theque database are immediately available for further publication on a web site.

The main characteristics of Phot@theque are:
- Storage of high quality photos under jpeg format (original documents may be under any format)
- Control by user of size, and jpeg compression rate, of photos exported from the database
- Photo search facility using key words
- Management of authors' rights, and possibility to store photos available for further dissemination, with or without authorisation
- Possible management of a local database
- Integration with Web@theque

Phot@theque architecture:
Phot@theque is a client - server application. It runs under WINDOWS with an Interbase database, an "open source" tool compatible with SQL92, which includes a full text indexation facility. The number of users is not limited.

Phot@theque price (VAT not included):

- Server software under WINDOWS 2000 - IIS (unlimited number of users and sites) : 1000 €
- Licence per PC: 100 €
- Annual maintenance / site: 600 €

Contact: Guy Waksman
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


MBA in International Agri-Food Management
1. Two New Scholarships for Participants of the MBA in International Agri-Food Management 
ESSEC's MBA in International Agri-Food Management held its third annual Graduation Ceremony on Thursday, 12 July, at 6:00 p.m. at the Ministry of Agriculture, Salle Jaune, 78 rue de Varenne, 75007 Paris. The ceremony was followed by a cocktail.
Fabienne Saadane-Oakes, President of Rhodia Food, and Stéphane Roussel, Director of Human Resources Development for the Carrefour Group, presented the diplomas to the class of 2001. They also announced the winners of two new scholarships offered by their firms to members of the in-coming class. Each of the two scholarships covers 80 % of tuition fees and is for the sum of 15,000 euros. In order to win a scholarship, candidates were asked to write an essay on the topic of food ingredients and food excellence. 

2. Visit the new web site of the MBA in International Agri-Food at ESSEC : 
 "http://www.essec.com/mbaagrifood/"http://www.essec.com/mbaagrifood/ 

3. The MBA in Internatioanl Agri-Food Management at SIAL Mercosur 
Come and meet the MBA in International Agri-Food Management at SIAL Mercosur (21-24 August, 2001, Exhibition Center " la Rural ", Buenos Aires, French Pavilion, Booth n° G173). We were also present at SIAL Paris (22-26 October 2000, Paris-Nord Villepinte), SIAL Montreal (4-6 March 2001, Palais des Congrès, Pavillon Français), SIAL Asia (5-8 June 2001, Singapore Expo, Singapore). The program is also regularly represented at ANUGA Cologne in Germany and at Salon International de l'Agriculture in Paris.
Contact: Hubert Faucher
 "mailto:faucher@essec.fr"mailto:faucher@essec.fr


You may change nationalities as you please. No offence intended to any nationality!
Two tour guides are discussing about how to convince their respective groups to climb a steep hill under a scorching sun, in order to reach some local monument.
After a while, one of the guides leaves his colleague, goes to his group and talks to the tourists in a few different languages. The group seems happy and everybody marches uphill.
The other guide asks: what did you tell them?
Easy, he said. To the Germans, I said that there is a law requiring every tourist to visit the monument. To the French, I said they should go, because that's what sophisticated tourists do. And finally, to the Russians I said it was unlawful to go up there.
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globalfarmers and ADAS present formidable E-trading offer
globalfarmers, the UK’s most innovative on line agricultural market place today completed a deal with leading agricultural consultants ADAS which will secure it’s future for the long term. The deal is seen as a major initiative that will spearhead the way that the agricultural industry trades in the future. 
Edinburgh based globalfarmers has been operating an Internet based e-commerce agricultural trading exchange for the last six months. During this time it has attracted over 5,000 registered farmer users, providing them with direct access to over 200 suppliers and several thousand agricultural products. Trading mainly in agro-chemicals, fertilisers, seeds, animal health products and equipment, the exchange provides the opportunity to buy and sell agricultural products as well as access to a wide variety of services including weather reports and news.
ADAS is the largest independent UK consultancy, directly advising the agri-food and rural economy sectors and the farmers of some 12 million acres of UK farmland on the latest farming techniques. ADAS has developed a successful but more conventional telephone based trading service for its customers, “ADAS Direct”, which facilitates trade between the UK’s leading supply companies and farmers across the UK. This service has provided a valuable route to market for companies selling items such as livestock, milk quota, semen, dairy cake and agro-chemicals. The intention is to integrate ADAS Direct with globalfarmers creating immediately one of the largest markets for farm inputs in the UK.
Commenting on the new merger, David Hall, ADAS Executive Director said, “For sometime now ADAS has been firmly committed to developing its web presence. We have produced a number of new and innovative products aimed at providing our customers with the latest information and support to enable them to run their businesses more efficiently.” Mr Hall continued. “Our customers tell us that they like the concept of access to a 24 hour ‘virtual’ consultancy, but at the same time want to be able to call upon ‘real’ experts for personal advice when this is required. Our tie up with globalfarmers enables them to do just that whilst at the same time improving their operating efficiency."
Jonathon Land, Chief Executive of globalfarmers also believes in this philosophy. “We have developed an extremely effective e-commerce platform that is easy to use for suppliers and buyers alike. What we have found, however, is that people trading on the site often value the reassurance of being able to discuss their transaction with one of our experienced traders, before finally making their purchase. It is clear to us that ‘the human touch’ is a vital ingredient in Internet trading”.
“In this respect ADAS and globalfarmers share the same views. Combining the e-commerce expertise of globalfarmers with the UK’s leading agricultural business consultants, provides the industry with a powerful method of competing in today’s challenging and volatile global market place.”
Research by Promar International states that 75% of farms now have internet access and 90% of these would consider buying on line. Farmers Weekly recently published a survey, which showed that 25% of farmers sampled, regularly use globalfarmers.
In conclusion, ADAS' Head of Group Development Andy Offer, commented, "ADAS very much regards e-commerce as a strategic platform in shaping the future of UK agriculture. We see the inclusion of an e-commerce capability within the ADAS portfolio of services as an important addition, which will benefit our customers by enabling us to deliver existing services more efficiently and to develop new products like our ‘ADAS inter@ctive’ information systems and our milk analysis results service."

Editor's notes:
ADAS is the leading consultancy to land-based industries in the UK with over 1,200 staff and a turnover in excess of £54 million. Based throughout England and Wales, ADAS consultants provide consultancy and business management services to over 40,000 businesses from small rural enterprises to major corporations, including national and local government.

ADAS has an excellent reputation for international consultancy and has worked in over 40 countries worldwide. ADAS consultancy is research-based and our pioneering research programme, carried out at nine research centres around the UK, is worth £13 million annually.

ADAS is closely involved with all aspects of the food chain, providing strategic business and technical advice to farm businesses and food companies and carrying out environmental, laboratory and food safety consultancy.

globalfarmers is the leading trading exchange operating in the UK agricultural market place. It provides timely and accurate information on agricultural products in order to maximise profitability, meet legislative requirements, ensure safe products to the marketplace, improve production and enhance traceability of food to the end consumer. 

globalfarmers facilitates the exchange of information, allows buyers and sellers to trade directly and provides 24-hour access to and increased choice of products and business critical information.
globalfarmers recently won the prestigious Grand Prix at the New Media Age Effectiveness Awards, receiving considerable praise from the judges for its ‘multi platform approach, good functionality, ease of use and depth of content and strong range of offering.’ It also scooped the key business-to-business award at this event.

See: HYPERLINK "http://www.globalfarmers.com" http://www.globalfarmers.com
Contact: Andy Offer
HYPERLINK "mailto:Andy.Offer@adas.co.uk" mailto:Andy.Offer@adas.co.uk


Web@theque, a tool to enable networks of authors to manage their web sites

Your web site is nearly dead…
- The number of static web pages is becoming too high
- The authors responsible for different sections of your site, cannot manage any html editor. As a result they do not update the site on a regular basis
- The management of internal links is far too complex: modifications to the site's structure are impossible
- The internal search engine is ineffective

You really need targeted tools now…
With Web@theque, authors may:
- Input and update information - themselves -using a simple word processor
- Define the navigation scheme including all tables and sub-tables of contents
- Manage the production, edition and - expiry date of every document
- Avoid indexing problems since indexation is automatic due to key words attached to documents, or because of documents' contents (full text indexation)
- Manage static links, the presentation on the web being performed dynamically by Web@theque, with Web@theque keeping track of users' navigation

Web@theque really does meet your requirements
The Web@theque solution is based on WINDOWS 2000, IIS and ASP technology. All html data are stored in a relational database. The data base management system used is INTERBASE, a free and open source tool.
The input software programme runs under WINDOWS.

Web@theque already is operational
Web@theque, together with Phot@theque (management of digital photos presented on the web site through Web@theque) are already operational.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.institut-betterave.asso.fr" http://www.institut-betterave.asso.fr


Web@theque price (VAT not included)

Server software under WINDOWS 2000 - IIS
(unlimited number of users and sites)

3000 €
Author licence per PC
100 €
Installation and training
1200 €
Annual maintenance
600 €


Contact: Guy Waksman
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Phot@theque presentation (screens in French; comments in French and English)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.institut-betterave.asso.fr/phot@theque/" http://www.institut-betterave.asso.fr/phot@theque/


The July/August issue of the PROMETEUS Newsletter is now available
It can be found on-line at
HYPERLINK "http://www.prometeus.org/news/PROMETEUS_Newsletter9.pdf" http://www.prometeus.org/news/PROMETEUS_Newsletter9.pdf
Contents include
EDITORIAL - Maruja Gutierrez-Diaz, Head of the Multimedia Unit, DG Education and Culture, highlights the role to be played by e-learning in the promotion of lifelong learning in Europe. The eLearning Call and the Open Consultation are two of the Commission's initiatives to support the move towards an e-learning eEurope.
CORPORATE UNIVERSITIES IN EUROPE - the corporate university phenomenon, which began in the US, is now firmly implanted in Europe. CUs are using state of the art learning technologies to train and develop their own employees, and even customers and external clients. Universities, business schools and other training organisations are responding to the challenge.
 

ED-MEDIA 2001 - the Chair of the Steering Committee, Erik Duval, explains why this is one of the foremost events in the ICT for Learning conference calendar.
SIGs Talk - information about how PROMETEUS members can contribute to the EC's Open Consultation process; reports from SIGs Pedagogies, Higher and Marketplace.
COUNTRY IN FOCUS: SWEDEN - the leading European country in terms of Internet usage, Sweden is an enthusiastic promoter of e-learning and has set ambitious targets in all sectors. 
TECHWATCH - breaking news of ICT developments which impact on the world of learning. 
AGENDA - key European and international conferences and workshops.
Contact: The PROMETEUS Support Service
HYPERLINK "mailto:tony@aspen.uk.com" mailto:tony@aspen.uk.com


How about this then,
This is the transcript of an actual radio conversation of a US warship with Canadian authorities of Newfoundland on Oct-10-95 
Radio conversation released by the Chief of Naval Operations Oct-10-95
AMERICANS: Please alter course 15 degrees North to avoid a collision.
Canadians: Recommend YOU alter course 15 degrees South to avoid a collision.
Americans: This is the Captain of a US Navy warship. I say again, alter course to avoid a collision.
Canadians: Negative. I say again, YOU alter course.
Americans: THIS IS THE USS VINCENNES. WE ARE A WARSHIP OF THE US NAVY. ALTER COURSE IMMEDIATELY!
Canadians: This is a Lighthouse. Your choice.
 Paris, 30 August 2001
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New Ag International
From today August 1st onwards, you, your colleagues and all your business partners around the world may subscribe to New Ag International with online credit card secured payment.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.newaginternational.com/subscribe" www.newaginternational.com/subscribe
Contact: Jean-Pierre LEYMONIE
mailto:HYPERLINK "http://www.newaginternational.com" leymonie@calixo.net


Phot@theque presentation (screens in French; comments in French and English)
To manage your collections of photos…
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.institut-betterave.asso.fr/phot@theque/" http://www.institut-betterave.asso.fr/phot@theque/
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Summary of the EFITA 2001 Montpellier questionnaire
This summary, as the previous summary of the EFITA Bonn questionnaire, is geared for individual use as a tool to evaluate ICT adoption issues. It lacks farmer input - a fact, which you will have to remedy with your national information.
We hope to receive from you additional data sets from professionals and farmers from various countries. Integrating them will provide us all hopefully with additional insights and remedies to ICT adoption constraints.
Contact: E. GELB
mailto:gelb@agri.huji.ac.il


More Than Forty Percent of U.S. Farmers are Now Online
A total of 43 percent of U.S. farms now have Internet access, compared to 29 percent with Internet access in 1999. Other data from the report found that nearly 55 percent of farms have access to a computer in 2001, compared to the 1999 level of 47 percent.
 Fifty percent of all U.S. farms own or lease a computer, up from 40 percent in 1999. Farms using computers for their farm business increased from 24 percent in 1999 to 29 percent in 2001. 

In comparison to a February American Farm Bureau Federation survey of 295 young farmers and ranchers from 41 states, ages 18-35, Internet access among young farmers rose slightly to 79.7 percent compared to 77.1 percent in 2000. The numbers, however, were up sharply from the survey results of five years ago, when only 10.5 percent reported having Internet access. 

According to the NASS survey, in 2001, 73 percent of U.S. farms with sales of $100,000 and more have access to a computer, 69 percent own or lease a computer, 55 percent are using a computer for their farm business, and 58 percent have Internet access. For farms with sales between $10,000 and $99,999 the figures drop a bit: 53 percent have access to a computer, 47 percent own or lease a computer, 30 percent are using a computer for their farm business, and 39 percent have Internet access. 

The survey also asked those with access to the Internet about how they used it, specifically whether they purchased ag inputs online, if they conducted marketing activities online, and if they accessed NASS reports and other USDA reports and research information on the Web. Of those farms surveyed, 6 percent said they used the Internet to purchase agricultural inputs and for marketing purposes. About 6 percent said they regularly access NASS reports online, while 9 percent access other USDA reports and research information.
Voir : HYPERLINK "http://www.tecagrinews.com/" http://www.tecagrinews.com/


Farming Online is for sale
Farming Online, Britain’s longest established and most successful commercial agricultural portal is for sale as its owners FOL Networks continue to develop its Internet technology for the international agribusiness sector.
Since its foundation in 1995, Farming Online has provided a range of services to UK farmers and the organisations, which deal with them. Over time it has been renowned for providing news, decision support and market reports which has encouraged many farmers to venture onto the Internet. As an ISP (Internet service provider) it has provided tens of thousands of farmers with email addresses and generates an average of 3.5 million minutes a month. Currently, it has more than 30,000 members representing about 55% of the UK’s combinable crop acreage. 
“In one way it is sad to see Farming Online being offered for sale,” said Merric Mercer, founder of the business. “However, we believe that the commercial future of FOL Networks lies in developing systems for decision support and e-commerce. It is clear that we need to be focused on these objectives, rather than continuing with Farming Online.
“We have shown, in the past five years, that we can develop a successful profitable portal. And through milkquota.com we have shown our ability to create a viable trading operation. Now, we want to concentrate on our next venture,” said Mr Mercer. 
Over the past five years, Farming Online has been challenged by competitors, but it maintains two key features:
- First, it is the only portal for farmers which generates several hundred thousands of pounds subscription service revenues. 
- Second, it has made a profitable contribution and today is one of the few financially viable portals.
“Given these two unique characteristics we at FOL Networks expect there to be considerable interest, and we expect that the purchaser will be an organisation whose core proposition is to farmers”, said Bernard Auxenfans, FOL Network’s CEO.
FOL Networks has retained the services of PricewaterhouseCoopers as advisors through the sale process.
Contact : Jonathan Jackson
HYPERLINK "mailto:Jonathan.jackson@folnetworks" mailto:jonathan.jackson@folnetworks.com


Golf
A couple went golfing one day at a very exclusive course lined with million dollar homes
On the third tee, the husband cautioned," Honey, be careful when you drive. If we break one of those windows it'll cost us a fortune to repair". Of course, she tee'd off and promptly shanked it right through the window of the biggest house on the course.
The husband cringed.
"I warned you to watch out! Now we'll have to go up there and apologize and see how much that lousy drive is going to cost us." They walked up, knocked on the door, and a warm voice said, "Come on in." When they opened the door they saw glass all over the place and a broken antique bottle lying on its side near the broken window.
A man reclining on the couch asked, "Are you the people that broke the window"
"Uh yeah, we're sure sorry about that" the husband replied.
"Oh, no apology is necessary. Actually I want to thank you. You see, I'm a genie, and I've been trapped in that bottle for a thousand years. Now that you've released me, I'm allowed to grant three wishes. I'll give you each one wish, and I'll keep the last one for myself."
"Wow, that's great!" the husband said. He pondered a moment and blurted out, "I'd like a million dollars a year for the rest of my life."
"No problem", said the genie, "You've got it, it's the least I can do."
"And now you, young lady, what do you want?" the genie asked. "I'd like to own a gorgeous home complete with servants in every country in the world" she said.
"Consider it done." the genie said.? "And now," the couple both asked in unison:
"What's your wish, genie?"
"Well, since I've been trapped in that bottle and haven't been with woman in a thousand years, my wish is to have sex with your wife."
The husband looked at his wife and said, "Gee, honey, you know we both now have a fortune, and all those houses. What do you think?"
She mulled it over for a few moments and said, "You know, you're right.
Considering all that, I guess I wouldn't mind." The genie and the woman went upstairs where he ravished her for the rest of the afternoon. Both satisfied each other repeatedly, and afterwards, the genie rolled over and looked at the wife and asked:
"How old are you and your husband?"
"Why, we're both 35" she responded breathlessly.

"No shit!" said the genie. "Thirty-five years old and both of you still believe in genies"
Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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Farming in the 21st century: IT applications in Agriculture, Food and the Environment at the Fifth Annual Conference of ISITA
Sponsored by AIB Bank, Teagasc, Irish Farmers Journal
Green Isle Hotel, Naas Road, Dublin 22 - Thursday 15 November 2001
Section 1: e-Government - its impact in rural Ireland
- Using IT to deliver services to farmers: update on an eventful year
- Achievements of LEADER in promoting IT applications in rural communities
- Revenue Online Services for the Agri-Business community and the Self-Employed farming sector.
Section 2: Ensuring food quality and best environmental practice
- Organic Farming - moving into the mainstream
- Traceability ensuring consumer confidence in Irish food products
- Changes in the Supply Chain environment and its impact on SMEs: an IT focus
There will be a trade display of IT and demonstrations of systems and products: *CharterNav GPS LAT Ltd, DeLaval, Kingswood Computing, Lendac Data Systems, more to come.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.iol.ie/~harkin/isita.htm" http://www.iol.ie/~harkin/isita.htm
Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie


Abstract of the summary of the EFITA 2001 Montpellier questionnaire and symposium 
A slow rate of adopting Information and Communication Technology (ICT) for agriculture is a major concern of agricultural sectors in all countries. Although the economic benefit of successful ICT adoption is recognized there remains a considerable variation in adoption rates between countries, branches of agricultural production, perception of benefits, national ICT infrastructures for rural areas, costs and policies. A six-year series of studies evaluated ICT adoption constraints. Some recent efforts, summarized here, were a symposium and questionnaire carried out at the Montpellier EFITA conference. These collated comments and observations geared to serve "ICT in agriculture" professionals as a tool to calibrate their experience, evaluate their observations and fine-tune their future activities and decisions. The summary results are descriptive and do not represent farmer's opinions. These conference results, farmers' opinions and additional comments will continue to be studied in the future. 
Key words: Information and Communication Technologies in agriculture, technological innovation, information systems, innovation, dissemination
The summary and comments are available on request from:
E. Gelb
HYPERLINK "mailto:gelb@agri.huji.ac.il" mailto:gelb@agri.huji.ac.il
C. Parker
HYPERLINK "mailto:c.g.parker@gcal.ac.uk" mailto:c.g.parker@gcal.ac.uk
P. Wagner
mailto:wagner@weihenstephan.de
K. Rosskopf
HYPERLINK "mailto:krosskop@hotmail.com" mailto:krosskop@hotmail.com


IPR (intellectual property rights) and GIS in agricultural research
15-16 October - US Geological Survey HQ in Sioux Falls, SD
See: http://www.spatial-info.org/shtml/init_csi.shtm
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.cgiar.org/" www.cgiar.HYPERLINK "http://www.cgiar.org/" org 
Contact: Roger Longhorn
HYPERLINK "mailto:ral@alum.mit.edu" mailto:ral@alum.mit.edu


Software for sale
Agrofert South Africa has developed two programmes directed at agriculture, which they would like to export.
The programmes have been written and compiled in Delphi and are capable of running in English and any other language. The agronomist can for example, work in English and print out the recommendation in Spanish. There is a reducing licence system to keep control and avoid copying.

The programmes are:
(i) Agrosys. Plant nutrient recommendation system
Working from laboratory results which are e-mailed to the agronomist a weekly feeding programmes for a determined yield of a specific crop on a specific land block is calculated. A specific cover letter built with templates and detailed information on the particular crop is also provided.

(ii) Score board
This is a detailed record keeping system for each land block and crop. Variables can be added in amount and/or value and extracted, graphed etc. Variables can include any measurable item; for example, rainfall, diesel usage, crop yields by variety and price, stem diameters, usage of fertilizers, usage of pest control chemicals, labour, etc.
Also includes Diary, To do, Contact lists and Reminders modules.

(iii) I Farm
We are also in contact with a company which markets a sophisticated e-commerce system based on Geographical Positioning (GPS) measurements and regular satellite monitoring which allow crop buyers to buy the crops in advance of harvesting and the farmer to buy his various inputs. This programme is also Delphi based.

See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrofert.com/" http://www.agrofert.com/
Contact: Jack Ingle
HYPERLINK "mailto:ingle@agrofert.com" mailto:ingle@agrofert.com


A new Hedges News issue (#7, July 2001)
Voir : HYPERLINK "http://www.educagri.fr/hedges/eng/kiosk/frame.htm" http://www.educagri.fr/hedges/eng/kiosk/frame.htm
Contact : Vincent Tourret
HYPERLINK "mailto:vtourret@association-idf.com" mailto:vtourret@association-idf.com


Enjoy Heaven!
One day while walking down the street a highly successful HR Director was tragically hit by a bus and she died. Her soul arrived up in heaven where she was met at the Pearly Gates by St. Peter himself.
"Welcome to Heaven," said St. Peter. "Before you get settled in though, it seems we have a problem. You see, strangely enough, we've never once had a Human Resources Director make it this far and we're not really sure what to do with you."
"No problem, just let me in," said the woman. "Well, I'd like to," replied St. Peter, "but I have higher orders. What we're going to do is let you have a day in Hell and a day in Heaven and then you can choose whichever one you want to spend an eternity in." "Actually, I think I've made up my mind, I prefer to stay in Heaven", said the woman. "Sorry, we have rules..."
And with that St. Peter put the executive in an> elevator and it went down-down-down to hell. The doors opened and she found herself stepping out onto the putting green of a beautiful golf course. In the distance was a country club and standing in front of her were all her friends - fellow executives that she had worked with and they were all dressed in evening gowns and cheering for her. They ran up and kissed her on both cheeks and they talked about old times. They played an excellent round of golf and at night went to the country club where she enjoyed an excellent steak and lobster dinner. She met the Devil who was actually a really nice guy (kinda cute) and she had a great time telling jokes and dancing.
She was having such a good time that before she knew it, it was time to leave. Everybody shook her hand and waved goodbye as she got on the elevator.
The elevator went up-up-up and opened back up at the Pearly Gates and she found St. Peter waiting for her. "Now it's time to spend a day in heaven," he said. So she spent the next 24 hours lounging around on clouds and playing the harp and singing. She had a great time and before she knew it her 24 hours were up and St Peter came and got her. "So, you've spent a day in hell and you've spent a day in heaven. Now you must choose your eternity," he said.
The woman paused for a second and then replied, "Well, I never thought I'd say this, I mean, Heaven has been really great and all, but I think I had a better time in Hell." So St. Peter escorted her to the elevator and again she went down-down-down back to Hell. When the doors of the elevator opened she found herself standing in a desolate wasteland covered in garbage and filth. She saw her friends were dressed in rags and were picking up the garbage and putting it in sacks. The Devil came up to her and put his arm around her.
"I don't understand," stammered the woman, "yesterday I was here and there was a golf course and a country club and we ate lobster and we danced and had a great time. Now all there is a wasteland of garbage and all my friends look miserable." The Devil looked at her and smiled. "Yesterday we were recruiting you, today you're staff..."
Contact: Hubertus Franzen
HYPERLINK "mailto:franzen@zadi.de" mailto:franzen@zadi.de
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WCCA 2001 Conference in Iguassu Falls, Brazil, originally planned to happen September 19 to 21, has been postponed to a later date, yet to be decided.
See : HYPERLINK "http://wcca.ifas.ufl.edu" http://wcca.ifas.ufl.edu
Contact: Carlos A. da Silva
HYPERLINK "mailto:carthur@ufv.br" mailto:carthur@ufv.br


A "best of" agricultural web applications
I would like to draw a small list of the best agricultural web agricultural application in the world.
Best means "most promising", "most useful", "most profitable", "most efficient", not "most beautiful"!
Please could you help me and send me a small list of sites (less than 5 to 10), which you consider as the best sites of your own country. A description of two or three lines of each site will be welcomed.
The consolidated list will be published in a next issue of this newsletter.
Contact: Guy Waksman
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


The MBA in International Agri-Food Management of ESSEC Business School, France, will be present at ANUGA, Köln, from Oct. 13 to Oct. 17, 2001, on Booth 4, path 10/11. 
The MBA in Int'l Agri-Food Management, a one-year full time program taught in English near Paris, trains young agri-food professionals to the management of profit centers abroad for international agri-food companies. The program starts in late August every year. The candidates must have at least a Bachelors degree or equivalent and at least three years of professional experience. Corporate scholarships are available. For further information : HYPERLINK "http:://www.essec.com/mbaagrifood" http:://www.essec.com/mbaagrifood. 
Contact : Hubert Faucher
HYPERLINK "mailto:faucher@essec.fr" mailto:faucher@essec.fr


There was this eighty six year old fellow who went into a Catholic the church and entered the confessional
He said to the priest: "I am eighty six years old, have a wife and four children, and eleven grandchildren. I've always been faithful to my wife... but last night I met two eighteen year old girls and we had sex all night."
"When was the last time you were at confession?" asked the priest.
"Never," said the old man, "I'm Jewish."
"Then why are you telling me this?" asked the priest.
"I'm telling everyone," said the old man.
 Paris, 26 September 2001
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New date for the "World Conference on Computers in Agriculture and Natural Resources"
March 13-15, 2002 at Iguassu Falls, Brazil.
Contact: Carlos A. da Silva
HYPERLINK "mailto:carthur@ufv.br" mailto:carthur@ufv.br


"Best" Israeli agricultural web sites

Haifa Chemicals site for Specialty Fertilizers
See: http://HYPERLINK "http://www.haifachem.com/" www.haifachem.com

Agri Support On Line
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrisupportonline.com/" http://www.agrisupportonline.com

Tri-Pro site for Specialty Fertilizers
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.tri-pro.com/" http://www.tri-pro.com

Israeli growers network
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.akol.co.il/" http://www.akol.co.il

Dead Sea Works - Rotem site
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.dsw.co.il/" http://www.dsw.co.il/

Contact: Eran Barak
HYPERLINK "mailto:eranb@haifachem.co.il" mailto:eranb@haifachem.co.il



"Best" Danish agricultural web sites

See: HYPERLINK "http://www.landbrugsinfo.dk/" http://www.landbrugsinfo.dk/
A site with 60.000 documents from The Danish Agricultural Advisory Centre, including lows, calculations, etc. The farmer has to pay to use the services.

See: HYPERLINK "http://www.landmandsportalen.dk/" http://www.landmandsportalen.dk/
The only farmer portal, that gives farmers electronic access to personal information and services relevant to agricultural business. All portal services are free to use for the farmer.

See: HYPERLINK "http://www.planteinfo.dk/" http://www.planteinfo.dk/
Pl@nteInfo is a Danish plant information and decision support system for Danish farmers and agricultural advisers. Most of the information is generated dynamically with models using frequently updated databases.

See: HYPERLINK "http://www.maskinbladet.dk/" http://www.maskinbladet.dk/
The site is driven by the publishing house "Maskinbladet", which is for long time on the Internet and proposes a machinery-market, well known by the Danish farmers.
Contact: Nicolai Fog Hansen
HYPERLINK "mailto:lecnfh@lec.dk" mailto:lecnfh@lec.dk

Danish Institute of Agricultural Sciences, Foulum
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrsci.dk/" http://www.agrsci.dk/


…and a few "international" sites

Decentralised data base on plant protection issues
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ecoport.org" http://www.ecoport.org


Web information service for agricultural research for development
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.wisard.org" http://www.wisard.org


US Agriculture Network Information Center
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agnic.org/" http://www.agnic.org/


European Initiative for Agricultural Research for Development
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.dainet.de/eiard/" http://www.dainet.de/eiard/


International Institute for Sustainable Development
See: HYPERLINK "http://sdgateway.net" http://sdgateway.net


World Agricultural Information Centre
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/waicent" http://www.fao.org/waicent


CABI Information for Development
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.cabi.org" http://www.cabi.org


Translation in 114 languages
Logos is known to linguists worldwide for its unrivalled open source multilingual dictionary containing eight million words in more than 180 languages. This dictionary is freely accessible through the Web. The Logos portal (HYPERLINK "http://www.logos.it/" www.logos.it) also offers a number of other free services, such as Wordtheque (HYPERLINK "http://www.wordtheque.com/" www.wordtheque.com), a virtual library containing more than 25,000 texts of every kind in 114 languages, fully indexed and word searchable; Verba (HYPERLINK "http://www.verba.org/" www.verba.org), a universal verb conjugator covering 30 languages; multilingual technical and literary translation courses; and its Children's Dictionary (HYPERLINK "http://www.logos.it/bimbi" www.logos.it/bimbi) in 100 languages.


Software interfaces between process computers and management systems 5taurus standard Interface)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.atc.nl/home_uk.htm" http://www.atc.nl/home_uk.htm


True lie on the web
The message: "One of the Flights involved in the attack on WTC had Flight Number Q33NY. If this Q33NY is converted into WINGDINGS font, a picture appears which consists of a plane, two towers, the sign of death and the Israeli David shield."
The truth: True flights attacked were AA11, UA175, AA77, UA93.
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WANTED: best agricultural web applications
I would like to draw a small list of the best agricultural web agricultural application in the world.
Best means "most promising", "most useful", "most profitable", "most efficient", not "most beautiful"!
Please could you help me and send me a small list of sites (less than 5 to 10), which you consider as the best sites of your own country. A description of two or three lines of each site will be welcomed.
The consolidated list will be published in a next issue of this newsletter.
Contact: Guy Waksman
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


"Is the Internet changing Agriculture?" is the title of a paper by Bruce ROSS and Guy WAKSMAN in "New Ag International (September 2001)
With interviews of Jonathan Jakson (FOL Network - UK), Claus M. Brodersen (Farmpartner - D), F. Planchon (Agrifirst - F), Lars Hegstrand (LRF - SW)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.newaginternational.com" http://www.newaginternational.com
Contact: M. LEYMONIE
HYPERLINK "mailto:editorial@newaginternational.com" mailto:editorial@newaginternational.com


10th International Conference RAMIRAN (a conference for Lars H.)
(European Cooperative Research Network on Recycling of Agricultural, Municipal and Industrial Residues in Agriculture)
Hygienic safety in organic waste management
First announcement and call for papers
May 14-18, 2002 - Slovak Republic
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ramiran.sk" http://www.ramiran.sk


IA Show San Antonio (TX) - news 
4 - 6 November 2001 - Visit Pessl Instruments GmbH : stand no. 580
Pessl Instruments GmbH. is also present at:
- Agritechnica - Hannover - Hall 17 E02 from November 11th to November 17th
- EIMA - Bologna - Hall 28 A32 from November 17th to 21st
See : HYPERLINK "http://www.irrigation.org" http://www.irrigation.org
Contact: Gottfried J. PESSL
HYPERLINK "mailto:gottfried.pessl@metos.at" mailto:gottfried.pessl@metos.at


ICT update: a current awareness bulletin for ACP agriculture
Issue 6, October 2001
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agricta.org/ictupdate/" http://www.agricta.org/ictupdate/
A translation in English of a news published in our newsletter in French "Du cote du web et de l'informatique agricole"
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agricta.org/ictupdate/technology.htm#geonline" http://www.agricta.org/ictupdate/technology.htm#geonline
To receive the free bulletin in your mailbox, fill in the online subscription form on the Web site or send a message to :
ict-bulleng-request@cirad.fr
with the following command in the in the body of your message:
subscribe


Crop and plant nutrition
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.plantfeed.com/" http://www.plantfeed.com/
Contact: Tony PEERS
HYPERLINK "mailto:tony@thepeers.demon.co.uk" mailto:tony@thepeers.demon.co.uk


7th World Congress on Genetics Applied to Livestock Production
Montpellier, France, August 19-23 2002
Voir : HYPERLINK "http://www.wcgalp.org/" http://www.wcgalp.org


EFITA 2001 proceedings
The proceedings of the 3rd conference of the European Federation for Information Technology in Agriculture, Food, and the Environment, organized last June in Montpellier - France, are now available.
The European Scientific Association EFITA is a federation of European National Associations of scientists and professionals who deal with the design, development, use, and management of modern information and communication systems in the agri-food sector. 
The EFITA European conferences are held every 2 years in a different country of Europe. The first one was organized in Copenhagen (Denmark) in 1997. The second one happened in Bonn (Germany) in 1999.
The objective of the 2001 conference was to provide a meeting place for all scientists and professionals with the interest in the design, development, use and management of information and communication systems in and for  \d "../Images/transp.gif"  \d "../Images/boutoncarre.gif" : Agriculture,   \d "../Images/transp.gif"  \d "../Images/boutoncarre.gif"Agribusiness, and   \d "../Images/transp.gif"  \d "../Images/boutoncarre.gif"Agricultural policy.
If you couldn’t participate in this event, if you want to purchase a copy of this document, please download the registration form from our web site, print it, fill it, and send it with the payment enclosed to our conference secretariat.
Books and CD-ROM are available. CD-ROM includes proceedings of the associated 3rd European conference on Precision Agriculture.
You can download the form at the following address:
HYPERLINK "http://genie.ensam.inra.fr/efita2001/proceedings.pdf" http://genie.ensam.inra.fr/efita2001/proceedings.pdf


The flight attendant
The plane's cabin was being served by an obviously gay flight attendant who was just as obviously enjoying himself. He came swishing down the aisle and announced to the passengers, "Captain Marvey has asked me to announce that he'll be landing the big scary plane shortly, lovely people, so if you could just put up your trays that would be super."
On his trip back up the aisle, he noticed that a woman hadn't moved a muscle. "Perhaps you didn't hear me over those big brute engines. I asked you to raise your trazy-poo so the main man can pitty-pat us on the ground."
She calmly turned her head and said, "In my country, I am called a Princess. I take orders from no one."
To which the flight attendant replied, without missing a beat, "Well, sweet-cheeks, in my country, I'm called a Queen, so I outrank you. Put the tray up, bitch."
Contact: Tony PEERS
HYPERLINK "mailto:tony@thepeers.demon.co.uk" mailto:tony@thepeers.demon.co.uk
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IST 2001 event web site is open: "Technologies Serving People"
Congress Centre Düsseldorf, 3-5 December 2001
See:  "http://istevent.cec.eu.int/"http://istevent.cec.eu.int


An electronic newsletter with "web-radio" for the Swedish farmers
The aim is to inform about scientific and other knowledge useful in farm-management. It also includes exchanges of experiences among farmers.
Demo (in Swedish):  "http://www.agmedia.se/nybrev/demo.htm"http://www.agmedia.se/nybrev/demo.htm


Little electronic instrument for measuring milk and detect mastitis at farm
See:  "http://www.miris.se/"http://www.miris.se/ 


Simple and very useful
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.cgiar.org/foodnet/market/com_prc/pc_01_40.htm" http://www.cgiar.org/foodnet/market/com_prc/pc_01_40.htm.
A "simple" user: Niels HOLST
HYPERLINK "mailto:niels.holst@agrsci.dk" mailto:niels.holst@agrsci.dk


Big and useful
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/inpho/" http://www.fao.org/inpho/
A "simple" user: Niels HOLST
HYPERLINK "mailto:niels.holst@agrsci.dk" mailto:niels.holst@agrsci.dk


UK: The home page of the former UK extension service describing the range of services available to UK Land Based Industries and overseas
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.adas.co.uk" http://www.adas.co.uk


UK: Agricultural trading site offering competitively priced farm inputs from a range of suppliers
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.globalfarmers.com" http://www.globalfarmers.com


UK: Farmer's Weekly site - high quality news and information service
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.fwi.co.uk" http://www.fwi.co.uk


UK: United Business Media - similar to fwi - offers news and information from the UNM stable.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.farmgate.co.uk" http://www.farmgate.co.uk
Contact: Andy Offer
HYPERLINK "mailto:andy.offer@adas.co.uk" mailto:andy.offer@adas.co.uk


Weather information and weather-based applications for agriculture in the state of Georgia, USA
Includes near-real time weather data for more than 45 locations across the state, calculators for degree days, chilling hours, ET and cumulative rainfall, and simulation models for yield prediction.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.georgiaweather.net/" http://www.georgiaweather.net/


International Consortium for Agricultural Systems Applications
Computer models and decision support systems for research, education and outreach.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.icasanet.org/" http://www.icasanet.org/
Contact: Gerrit HOOGENBOOM
HYPERLINK "mailto:gerrit@griffin.peachnet.edu" mailto:gerrit@griffin.peachnet.edu


A general site covering many areas in New Zealand
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.fencepost.com/" http://www.fencepost.com/
Contact: Peter NUTHALL
HYPERLINK "mailto:nuthallp@lincoln.ac.nz" mailto:nuthallp@lincoln.ac.nz


Slovakia
See : HYPERLINK "http://www.uvtip.sk/" http://www.uvtip.sk
Contact: Blanka BAJANKOVA
HYPERLINK "mailto:blanka.bajankova@fao.org" mailto:blanka.bajankova@fao.org


European Association of Agricultural Economists (and its newsletter)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.lei.dlo.nl/eaae/index.htm" http://www.lei.dlo.nl/eaae/index.htm


Model-IT 2001, second international symposium on the application of modelling as an innovative technology in the agri-food chain
Massey (NZ) - December 9 until December 13, 2001
Both industrial experts working in the agri-food chain, and researchers serving this chain are invited to exchange ideas and needs on how models can improve the output quality of the agri-food chain.
Voir : HYPERLINK "http://model-it.massey.ac.nz/" http://model-it.massey.ac.nz


Romania
Romanian Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forests 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.maap.ro/" http://www.maap.ro/

Romanian Academy of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.asas.ro/" http://www.asas.ro/

Romanian Factbook 2000: Land use of agriculture
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.factbook.net/" http://www.factbook.net/

Romanian Business Directory - Agriculture
See: HYPERLINK "http://addbusiness.hypermart.net" http://addbusiness.hypermart.net

Romania 2000 Conference - Agriculture Policy
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.worldbank.org.ro/" http://www.worldbank.org.ro/

Agriculture in France - Romania
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrooh.com/romania.htm" http://www.agrooh.com/romania.htm 

NewSystem Company
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.calita.ro/" http://www.calita.ro/

Faculty of Agriculture - Iasi
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.univagro-iasi.ro/agro/" http://www.univagro-iasi.ro/agro/ 

Contact: Cristian KLEPS
HYPERLINK "mailto:asas@rnc.ro" \o "asas@rnc.ro" mailto:asas@rnc.ro


Medicine as social drama
Patient: "I say Doctor, can you tell me why my wife should have a little one, and we've only been married six months." 
Doctor: "Oh yes, it often happens with the first but never afterwards." 
Contact: Yves LE PAPE
mailto:yveslepape@yahoo.fr
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WANTED: Information about data bases of pesticides and information systems on crop protection problems
ACTA Informatique is producing a CD-ROM on pesticides authorised and commercialised in France. In some African countries (Benin, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Guinea and Togo), an Information System called ISYSPHYT is operational (see: HYPERLINK "http://www.isysphyt.net" http://www.isysphyt.net). We have some information about e.g. the GreenBook published in the USA. We would like to know more about experiences in your different countries. Could you provide us with information about the availability on CD-ROM or the Internet of information about pesticides (editors, web sites)?
Contact: Guy Waksman
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


ITAGRIWEB, a fully-featured search engine on Italian agricultural web sites
ITAGRIWEB is both a directory (lists over 600 sites) and a search engine. ITAGRIWEB allows full-text search on pages, including PDF files. At present it contains 108.000 pages, but this number will be probably double very soon. ITAGRIWEB only searches Italian agricultural sites; however it does it with great detail.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.inea.it/links/index.cfm" http://www.inea.it/links/index.cfm or HYPERLINK "http://www.inea.it/links/se.cfm" http://www.inea.it/links/se.cfm
Contact: Guido BONATI
HYPERLINK "mailto:bonati@inea.it" mailto:bonati@inea.it


European information system on research for development
This web scout will help you to access European web resources in all areas of Research for Development in agriculture, environment and many other related fields. EIARD-InfoSys is supported by a network of National Nodes in all Member States of the European Community including Swiss and Norway and by the EIARD Initiative.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eiard-infosys.org/" http://www.eiard-infosys.org/
Contact: Hubertus FRANZEN
HYPERLINK "mailto:franzen@zadi.de" mailto:franzen@zadi.de



New site to learn about Enterprise Knowledge Empowerment
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.itrainingservices.com/AKUTER/HOME.html" http://www.itrainingservices.com/AKUTER/HOME.html
Contact : Luc BECKER
HYPERLINK "mailto:becker@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:becker@acta-informatique.fr


Tree Doctor, out at last!
Tree Doctor has just been released – and not a moment too soon. Tree diseases are very much on the increase – because of drought, parasites, pollution and so on - and until now, non-specialists had few ways of learning how to diagnose pathological conditions in trees, either for prevention or cure. 
This CD-Rom in four languages (French, English, Italian and Dutch) provides a synopsis of expert knowledge on European trees. The text, along with some 2600 drawings and 1000 photographs, has been compiled to help non specialists identify the most common disease factors (insects, fungi, infectious diseases and abiotic factors) affecting 196 of the most common tree species in Europe, using a fast, simple symptom recognition approach. Numerous hypertext links are provided to help users navigate between the two databases on species and likely pathogenic factors, the glossary and bibliographic data. 
Anyone working with forest or ornamental trees – foresters, parks and gardens managers, experts, advisors, trainers, students and enlightened amateurs – will soon be wondering how they coped without Tree Doctor and its user-friendly diagnostic approach.
Tree Doctor was produced by pooling the expertise of 6 research and development organisations in the professional forestry and arboriculture sectors in France, Italy, the Netherlands and the UK, along with data from the scientific experts contributing to their networks. Their work on Tree Doctor was supported by the EU Leonardo da Vinci programme.
To receive the Tree Doctor CD-Rom, please contact: IDF Diffusion, 23 avenue Bosquet, 75007 Paris, tel. +33 (0)1 40 62 22 81. Your payment (VAT inclusive) of 72,96 € (478,59 F) per copy (plus postage charge of 6 € or 40 F) should be sent by cheque.
HYPERLINK "mailto:librairie@association-idf.com" mailto:librairie@association-idf.com
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.foretpriveefrancaise.com/" http://www.foretpriveefrancaise.com/


Soil Moisture + Weather data in one instrument µMetos® sm and µMetos® cp
Pessl Instruments GmbH. is presenting two complete new product lines called µMetos® sm and µMetos® cp at the IA in San Antonio. These revolutionary products are measuring permanently the soil moisture in various depths.
µMetos® sm is using the Watermark a proven, well documented, and accurate method of measuring soil water content. It is a granular matrix type sensor whose electrical resistance varies with soil moisture content. The sensor is read by the µMetos ® sm which converts the electric resistance reading to a calibrated reading of centibars of soil water suction. Patented in 1985 and manufactured by IRROMETER COMPANY since 1989, this sensor has been a major break-through in soil moisture measurement technology and has demonstrated itself to be a practical substitute for tensiometric measurement in most agricultural and landscape irrigation environments. In order to improve the accuracy of data µMetos® sm has a soil temperature which will calibrate the Watermark automatically. Up to six Watermark sensors can be connected to one µMETOS® sm.
µMetos® cp is using the DeltaT volumetric soil moisture probe. This profile probe with 4 sensors has decisive advantages over other technologies, offering precision and reliability at an affordable price. With the DeltaT profile probe it is easy to make reliable, accurate soil moisture measurements. Simply insert the probe into the soil, connect to the µMetos CP and you will get precision soil moisture readings at different depths within a vertical soil profile. Each profile probe has multiple sensors - four sensors in the 50cm probe and six sensors in the 100cm probe. The DeltaT profile probes are used in access tubes, which permit rapid insertion and removal. The access tubes are only 28mm in diameter, making installation easy and minimizing soil disturbance. The DeltaT profile probe is easy to calibrate and can be used in all soils, including clay and highly saline soils. This flexibility, combined with low cost and accuracy make DeltaT profile probes the right choice for both researchers and growers. Up to two one or half meter probes (max. 12 sensors) can be used on one µMetos® CP.
All our models are battery powered and besides permanent soil moisture data they can read at the same time all important environmental parameters (temperature, rain, relative humidity, windspeed etc.), specific early disease and pest warnings.
As a complement to direct soil moisture monitoring, Pessl Instruments has incorporated the current state-of- the-art ETo model (Penman-Monteith) in their new µMetos® sm and cp models. The user can calculate on the display the output of this model referred to as daily reference ETo, soil water balance and irrigation warnings based on a user-selected deficit and crop water use.
Under this model, evapotranspiration is calculated depending on, the climatic parameters, the crop and growth stage, the soil types and the irrigation systems with individual refill points.
The results are better information and understanding of the relationship between water use and other parameters for the optimization of the management practice for individual (field and crop based) agronomically correct irrigation management.
Another big advantage for the user is, that all the information is available in the field (direct on a display) and it can be used (i.e. on the pump station or central valve) to start or stop the irrigation system. All data is stored for at least one full year in datalogger. This feature gives the user enough time to download the data of various fields into his PC for record keeping and evaluation with other important parameters such as yield, internal quality, shelf life an so on.
An infrared link is a modern and cost effective way to transfer data to a personal computer. Pocket PC and Field PC (Allegro) are supported. The entire weather station is operated by one rotary switch and two push buttons.
The comprehensive software (MetLink) gives the manager all the options to specifically evaluate various sites in virtually minutes on one PC. Multiple fields can be compared and together with other data are becoming the corner stones for further improvements of the management practices on the farm.
Direct Irrigation Controller Interface: All µMetos® (sm & ag) are offering interface for automatic control of various manufacturer via RS485. The biggest advantage of direct soil moisture data is in the accuracy of the site specific situation to give the farmer an accurate management tool for crop water use of the specific crop, in that particular field.
Contact: Gottfried PESSL
HYPERLINK "mailto:gottfried.pessl@metos.at" mailto:gottfried.pessl@metos.at


A selection of Israeli web site by the king of questionnaires (during ICT congresses)!
The Hebrew University Faculty of Agriculture provides a wide range of links to sites of academic research in agriculture, food sciences, environment and agricultural management. They include contacts for research implementation, study and training.
HYPERLINK "http://www.agri.huji.ac.il/links1.html" http://www.agri.huji.ac.il/links1.html

This site provides links to the various Kibbutz entities and organisations ranging from individual Kibbutz, rural-located industries, regional co-operative agricultural enterprises to international co-operation programs.
HYPERLINK "http://www.kibbutz.org.il/eng/welcome.htm" http://www.kibbutz.org.il/eng/welcome.htm

A regional host to farmer oriented and sponsored agricultural and environmental research, Life Long Learning (LLL) programs (from youth to senior adult retraining), agricultural innovation adaptation and integration with agricultural policies.
HYPERLINK "http://www.migal.co.il/migal_en/default.htm" http://www.migal.co.il/migal_en/default.htm

A comprehensive source for contact with producers and providers of a full range of agricultural products and inputs based on Israeli innovative and applied research.
The products cover agricultural production, food industries, environmental management and conservation, agricultural services and rural development.
HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov.il/bookmarks.html" http://www.export.gov.il/bookmarks.html
HYPERLINK "http://www.export.org.il/iei/company_search_tree.php3" http://www.export.org.il/iei/company_search_tree.php3

An effective environmental-conservation dedicated site demonstrating a national-effort to conserve the environment - including country-side information, a youth education program, a forestation program and more.
HYPERLINK "http://www.kkl.org.il/engindex.htm" http://www.kkl.org.il/engindex.htm
Contact: Ehud Gelb
HYPERLINK "mailto:gelb@agri.huji.ac.il" mailto:gelb@agri.huji.ac.il


9th ISPE (International Society for Productivity Enhancement) International Conference on Concurrent Engineering: Research and Applications (CE2002)
Cranfield University, United Kingdom - 27th - 31st July, 2002 
Now in its 9th edition, ISPE/CE2001 - Concurrent Engineering: Research and Applications, is a major forum for the international scientific exchange of multi-disciplinary and inter-organisational aspects of concurrent engineering (CE). The focus is on the research and use of integrated enterprise processes, collaborative work, interoperability and information sharing, co-locating resources, and integrated frameworks and tools. This conference addresses the state of the art in research and applications issues of CE.
See:  "http://www.ceconf.com/"http://www.ceconf.com
Dr. Rajkumar Roy
HYPERLINK "mailto:general-chair@ceconf.com" mailto:general-chair@ceconf.com


Irish joke
A bartender was washing his glasses, when an elderly Kerryman came in. With great difficulty, the Kerryman hoisted his bad leg over the barstool, pulled himself up painfully, and asked for a sip of Irish whiskey. The Kerryman looked down the bar and said, "Is that Jesus down there?" The bartender nodded, so the Kerryman told him to give Jesus an Irish whiskey, too.

The next patron to come in was an ailing Sligoman with a hunched back, who moved very slowly. He shuffled up to the barstool and asked for a glass of Chianti. He also looked down the bar and asked if that was Jesus sitting at the end of the bar. The bartender nodded, so the Sligoman said to give Him a glass of Chianti, too.

The third patron to enter the bar was a Corkman, who swaggered into the bar and hollered, "Barkeeper, set me up a Murphy's! Hey, is dat God's Bouy down dere?" The barkeeper nodded, so the Corkman told him to give Jesus a Murphy's, too.

As Jesus got up to leave, he walked over to the Kerryman and touched him and said, "For your kindness, you are healed!" The Kerryman felt the strength come back to his leg, so he got up praised the Lord and danced a jig out the door.

Jesus touched the Sligoman and said, "For your kindness, you are healed!" The Sligoman felt his back straighten, so he too praised the Lord, raised his hands above his head and did a flip out the door.

Jesus walked toward the Corkman, but the Corkman jumped back and exclaimed, "Don't touch me bouy! I'm drawin' disability!"
Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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Swedish agricultural web by Lars Helgstrand
HYPERLINK "mailto:lars@lundbygard.se" mailto:lars@lundbygard.se

LRF's e-commerce portal with the most of Swedish agriculture including the large newspapers
See:  "http://lrf.se/"http://lrf.se/

LRF's web for ecological production and marketing
See:  "http://www.ekoweb.nu/"http://www.ekoweb.nu/

LRF's main site with a lot of links (info in English)
See:  "http://www.lrf.se/lrfenglish.htm"http://www.lrf.se/lrfenglish.htm

A magazine for animal husbandry
See:  "http://www.husdjur.se/"http://www.husdjur.se/

SLU, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (English)
 "http://www.slu.se/eng/index.html"http://www.slu.se/eng/index.html

A lot of market information and job search (info in English)
See:  "http://nya.agriprim.com/eng/"http://nya.agriprim.com/eng/

My own electronic newsletter with "web-radio" (info in English)
See:  "http://www.agmedia.se/lantbruksnytt/nr1/"http://www.agmedia.se/lantbruksnytt/nr1/

The Swedish Board af Agriculture with a lot of good information (English)
See:  "http://www.sjv.se/net/SJV/Home"http://www.sjv.se/net/SJV/Home

Forest Sweden - the Forest and Wood Portal on Internet English)
See:  "http://www.skogssverige.se/default_eng.cfm"http://www.skogssverige.se/default_eng.cfm

Ministry or Agriculture, Food and Fisheries (English)
See:  "http://jordbruk.regeringen.se/inenglish/index.htm"http://jordbruk.regeringen.se/inenglish/index.htm - 


Irish joke
Yesterday, I was on the bus travelling home from work. A man of Arabic-appearance got off at the stop before mine and I noticed that he had left his bag behind. I grabbed the bag and ran after him, caught up with him and handed him back his bag.
He was extremely grateful to me and when he checked the contents of his bag I noticed what appeared to be large bundles of banknotes and white powder.
He looked round, Made sure nobody was looking and whispered to me:

"I can never repay your kindness sir, but I will try to with a word of advice for you and your friends: Tell everyone you care about to stay away from Limerick." 

I was terrified. 

"Is there going to be a terrorist attack?" I whispered. 

"No, sir", he whispered back "It's a shit hole."

Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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New version of MeteoPro under WINDOWS available
The MeteoPro software programme under WINDOWS enables users to manage data collected by a variety of weather stations (CIMEL, LUFFT, PULSONIC for example). Today, weather stations are reliable enough and not expensive, and even farmers, fruit tree and wine growers can buy, maintain them and use them easily.
MeteoPro under WINDOWS enables users:
- to load data into its data base thanks to a flexible data import procedure
- to manage and correct this data
- to edit tables and graphs
The MeteoPro database is managed under PARADOX with full compatibility with EXCEL.
MeteoPro under WINDOWS is able to call the CIMEL weather stations (adaptations are necessary for the others) by modem and phone line.
It is possible to import data collected by national weather organisations, and any weather station not mentioned above, into the MeteoPro data base.
MeteoPro under WINDOWS includes the following models:
- soil water balance
- crop protection models (diseases and pests of vineyards and fruit trees): e.g. mildiew, black-rot, eudemis, etc.
MeteoPro is used mainly by phytosanitary companies, Agricultural Chambers in two main regions: south-west (Bordeaux) and south-east (Côtes du Rhône), retailers and co-operatives, groups of farmers, research organisations.
MeteoPro is mainly used in Bordeaux region, southwest and southeast French regions.
The cost of the MeteoPro licence is 840 Euros, plus a maintenance cost of 100 Euros per year. The maintenance fees are paid at the beginning of the year.
MeteoPro is distributed on CD-ROM and/or can be downloaded from the ACTA Informatique web site. The cost of the licence is payable to ACTA Informatique. After installation of the software programme, the necessary authorisation code is issued by ACTA Informatique. Help to install the software is included in the licence cost.
Contact : Luc FRICOT
 "mailto:fricot@acta-informatique.fr"mailto:fricot@acta-informatique.fr


BT tests broadband in remote parts of Cornwall
According to the Financial Times, BT is set to announce details of a pilot scheme to introduce broadband internet access services to the far flung reaches of Cornwall. If successful the project could become a template for similar ventures in other rural locations of the UK. Following months of wrangling with EU officials over the implications of government-aid funding, the GBP12.5 million plan has finally been given the go ahead, marking the biggest outlay to date by Cornwall's Objective One project. GBP5 million of the sum was provided by the European Regional Development Fund, while the South West Regional Development Agency committed GBP1 million to see twelve broadband-enabled exchanges installed throughout the county. Unlike previous pilot projects which failed to take off, this time BT will provide support services to more than 3,000 businesses, as well as the high speed internet links themselves. Schemes in Scotland and Wales faltered due to a lack of availability of equipment and poor knowledge of the technology which resulted, in some cases, with as few as ten companies using the new exchanges. The Cornish project will benefit from BT's renewed vigour to drive the market forward, including a new all-inclusive start-up package and direct support for SMEs. An independent report published recently suggested that the UK was lagging behind its European neighbours, with just 2.3% of homes connected with broadband access equipment compared with countries such as France and Germany with 7% broadband penetration.


Quick Perception
A man walked into the produce section of his local supermarket and asked to buy half a head of lettuce. The boy working in that department told him that they only sold whole heads of lettuce. The man was insistent that the boy ask his manager about the matter. Walking into the back room, the boy said to his manager, "Some asshole wants to buy a half a head of lettuce."
As he finished his sentence, he turned to find the man standing right behind him, so he added, "and this gentleman kindly offered to buy the other half." 
The manager approved the deal and the man went on his way. Later the manager found the boy and said, "I was impressed with the way you got yourself out of that situation earlier. We like people who think on their feet here. Where are you from , son?"
"Canada, sir," the boy replied.
"Well, why did you leave Canada," the manager asked.
The boy said, "Sir, there's nothing but whores and hockey players up there."
"Really!" said the manager. "My wife is from Canada!"
The boy replied, "No kidding???? Who did she play for?"
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Merry Christmas and happy New Year!


Call for papers: 25th International Conference of Agricultural Economists "Reshaping Agriculture's contributions to Society"
16 – 22 August 2003 – Durban – South Africa
Contact: David COLMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:david.colman@man.ac.uk" mailto:david.colman@man.ac.uk


7th World Congress on Genetics Applied to Livestock Production
Montpellier, France, August 19-23 2002
See:  "http://www.wcgalp.org/"http://www.wcgalp.org/


ICT Update: a current awareness bulletin for ACP agriculture
by Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP-EU
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agricta.org/ictupdate/" http://www.agricta.org/ictupdate/


Job advertisement: Assistant Professor in Agricultural Engineering at Wageningen University (Vacancy-No.  ATV 01-044)
Wageningen University & Research Centre, Department of Agrotechnology and Food Science, Farm Technology Group offers a permanent position in teaching and research in agricultural engineering with special focus on precision farming. For information about Farm Technology Group visit HYPERLINK "http://www.aenf.wau.nl/abt" http://www.aenf.wau.nl/abt.
Location: Wageningen, The Netherlands.
Qualification: PhD in mechanical engineering, agricultural engineering or related fields. Proven experience in teaching and fund raising as well as working knowledge in GIS/GPS and CAD application, data base management, plant growth modelling and advanced instrumental measurement methods is desirable. Applicants must have good verbal and written communication skills in English and be willing to learn Dutch.

Salary range is Euro 2.560 to 4.290. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Starting date is as soon as possible.

Send detailed resume of training and experience referring to the vacancy-no to Wageningen University, Agrotechnology and Food Sciences, HRM, P.O. Box 8129, NL-6700 EV Wageningen, The Netherlands. General information about employment at Wageningen UR is available at Mrs. Audrey Boonstra (HYPERLINK "mailto:audrey.boonstra@staff.bltv.wau.nl" audrey.boonstra@staff.bltv.wau.nl). 


On the lighter side...
In the men's room at work, the Boss had placed a sign directly above the sink. It had a single word on it -- "Think!"
The next day, when he went to the men's room, he looked at the sign and right below, immediately above the soap dispenser, someone had carefully lettered another sign which read -- "Thoap!"

