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ACTA Informatique newsletter
The ACTA Informatique newsletter is distributed today to more than 15000 people, who enjoy every a joke in French and a lot of information about what is happening on the green web.
Contact : Guy Waksman
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr

Conference of the Hellenic Association for Information and Communications Technology in Agriculture, Food and Environment (HAICTA)
6 - 7 June 2002 - Athens, Greece
Conference Organising Committee Chairman: Prof. Alexander SIDERIDIS
The aim of the Conference is to bring together experts on ICT areas of Agriculture, Food Sciences and Environment in an effort to share experiences and knowledge on various related aspects of ICT.
The conference will have sessions both in Greek and English.
It is focusing on:
- E-Commerce in Agriculture and Food Industry
- Use of ICT in Precision Agriculture, Plant Protection, Land evaluation, Hydroponics, Sustainable agriculture
- Remote Sensing and GIS ICT and Environment
Contributions from various countries will allow a broadened perspective for all attending. The conference will be held in the Agricultural University of Athens.
Papers and posters, are requested.
See : HYPERLINK "http://infolab.aua.gr/haicta/conf/" http://infolab.aua.gr/haicta/conf/
Contact: Alejandros LEKATSAS
HYPERLINK "mailto:alex@dias.aua.gr" mailto:alex@dias.aua.gr


Philosophical beer (for Mick an Ian)
A philosophy professor stood before his class and had some items in front of him. When the class began, wordlessly he picked up a large empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with rocks, rocks about 2 inches in diameter. He then asked the students if the jar was full?
They agreed that it was.

So the professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He shook the jar lightly. The pebbles, of course, rolled into the open areas between the rocks. He then asked the students again if the jar was full. They agreed it was.

The students laughed. The professor picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand filled up everything else.

Now, said the professor, I want you to recognise that this is your life. The rocks are the important things -- your family, your spouse, your health, your children -- things that if everything else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full. The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, your house, your car. The sand is everything else, the small stuff.

If you put the sand into the jar first, there is no room for the pebbles or the rocks. The same goes for your life.

If you spend all your time and energy on the small stuff, you will never have room for the things that are important to you. Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. Play with your children. Take time to get medical checkups. Take your partner out dancing.
There will always be time to go to work, clean the house, give a dinner party and fix the disposal. Take care of the rocks first – the things that really matter. Set your priorities. The rest is just sand. But then...

A student then took the jar, which the other students and the professor agreed was full, and proceeded to pour in a glass of beer. Of course the beer filled the remaining spaces within the jar making the jar truly full.

Which proves: that no matter how full your life is, there is always room for a beer.
 Paris, 18 January 2002
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3rd "Agritronica Mold" - an event, "small but worth to visit" in Austria (northern Lower Austria, near Czech borders)
Jan. 25th, 9.00 h - 17.00 h local time
(mainly for Eastern Austria, but maybe as well interesting for customers from Bavaria and Czech & Slovak Republic)
It covers hard- and software for plant and animal production plus special topics.
Besides of "over-all presentations from nine to five", this year, main topics are 
* Connectivity (WWW for farm-infos, selling products & commercial services, paperless flow of information on the farm,...)
* ISOBUS: Companies´ views & solutions of AGCO (+Dronningborg), Case-Steyr (CNH) and JohnDeere
* Handhelds (PalmOS & Pocket PC´s) in agriculture Exposition´s and conference language is German; English "is spoken", other (eastern) European languages by chance.
GPS - Position (WGS 84): 15° 42,2` EAST and 48° 39´ NORTH 
(Location: "Bildungszentrum Mold")
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agritronica.at" http://www.agritronica.at
Contact : Otto KROENIGSBERGER
HYPERLINK "mailto:kroenigsberger@mail.boku.ac.at" mailto:kroenigsberger@mail.boku.ac.at

World Conference of Computers in Agriculture and Natural Resources (WCCA 2001) - Iguassu Falls, Brazil, March 13-15, 2002
(Promoted by ASAE, EFITA, AFITA, SBI-Agro and the University of Florida)
This message is a friendly reminder to make your hotel reservations for the World Congress of Computers in Agriculture and Natural Resources meeting that is scheduled to be held in Iguassu Falls, Brazil March 13-15, 2002. Obtain the hotel information by going to HYPERLINK "http://www.asae.org/meetings/computer01/hotel.html" http://www.asae.org/meetings/computer01/hotel.html
In order to obtain the conference rate your reservation must be made no later than February 13, 2002.
We look forward to seeing you in beautiful Iguassu Falls, Brazil.
See: HYPERLINK "http://wcca.ifas.ufl.edu/" http://wcca.ifas.ufl.edu
Contact : Carlos A. DA SILVA
HYPERLINK "mailto:mailto:carthur@ufv.br" mailto:mailto:carthur@ufv.br

AGRIMMEDIA seminar: traceability and follow-up of the quality of agricultural products - Paris - 26 February 2002 - in French
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto: waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto: waksman@acta-informatique.fr

Fascinating women
Two bored casino dealers were waiting at a craps table. A very attractive blonde woman arrived and bet twenty thousand dollars on a single roll of the dice.
She said, "I hope you don't mind, but I feel much luckier when I'm completely nude."
With that she stripped from her neck down, rolled the dice and yelled, "Mama needs new clothes!"
Then she hollered... "YES! YES! I WON! I WON!"
She jumped up and down and hugged each of the dealers. With that she picked up all the money and clothes and quickly departed.
The dealers just stared at each other dumbfounded. Finally, one of them asked,: "What did she roll?"
The other answered: "I thought YOU were watching!"
Moral: A few blondes are dumb, but most men ARE gullible.

About the EFITA 2001 mailing list
Please note that you can use this moderated list to announce any event / product / web site / joke… related to IT in agriculture and send me all e-mail addresses of people, who might be interested in these matters.
If you do not wish to receive our messages, please, send me a message at:
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr

 Paris, 04 February 2002
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18 th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "traceability and follow-up of the quality of agricultural products" - Paris - 26 February 2002 - in French
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto: waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto: waksman@acta-informatique.fr

19 th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: e-technology for rural communities between co-operation and competition - Paris - MNE – Thursday 25 April 2002 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m - in English
Our societies are entering into the Information Era. The Internet and e-technologies are today arriving into not only companies, public organisations but SMEs and private houses too. In this context, the Internet and e-technology are a new "room of manoeuvre" and initiatives. They already have a strong impact both on agricultural and food production chains and rural areas, and we observe two development strategies:
- competition logic: actors when using a new technology such as ICT, are wishing to promote their own image or trade marks, and to gain competitive advantages. Territories as well as production chains compete the ones against others.
- co-operation logic: actors are trying to share risks and costs to achieve at a result that could not be obtained if they remain isolated.
Some of the best European specialists will present the situation of the Internet in rural areas of their own countries, together with specific case stories, which will enlighten how e-technology can help rural areas and agriculture to cope with their traditional handicaps: isolation, marginality, remoteness, at the AGRIMMEDIA seminar, which will take place Thursday 25 April 2002, room A of the Maison Nationale des Eleveurs, 149, rue de Bercy, F-75595 Paris Cedex12, metro station Bercy or RER Line A – station Gare de Lyon (see access map on the ACTA web site).
Working language will be English.
The AGRIMMEDIA seminars, are organised by ACTA Informatique and ENESAD – French minister of Agriculture and Fisheries. Many journalists, communication people, computer and telecommunication experts, searchers, agricultural advisors, rural development responsible people, attend these AGRIMMEDIA seminars. The objective of these seminars is to gather testimonies demonstrating how Information and Communication Technologies are efficiently used to help the agricultural and food industries, to protect the environment, and to make life easier for rural communities.
Archives of previous 18 AGRIMMEDIA seminars are available (in French only) on the ACTA Informatique web site: http://www.acta-informatique.fr (chapter Produits et services. Dossiers)
Contact: Guy Waksman - ACTA Informatique
mailto:waksman@acta.asso.fr

European Union Concerted Action DOLPHINS about Origin Labelled Products
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.origin-food.org/" http://www.origin-food.org/
Contact : Claire TAROT
mailto:tarot@lemans.inra.fr


Nouns with Gender
From the Washington Post Style Invitation, in which it was postulated that English should have male and female nouns, and readers were asked to assign a gender to a noun of their choice and explain their reason.
The best submissions:

SWISS ARMY KNIFE - male: because even though it appears useful for a wide variety of work, it spends most of its time just opening bottles.

KIDNEYS - female: because they always go to the bathroom in pairs.

TIRE - male: because it goes bald and often is over inflated.

HOT AIR BALLOON - male: because to get it to go anywhere you have to light a fire under it... and, of course, there's the hot air part.

SPONGES - female: because they are soft and squeezable and retain water.

WEB PAGE - female: because it is always getting hit on.

SHOE - male: because it is usually unpolished, with its tongue hanging out.

COPIER - female:
- because once turned off, it takes a while to warm up.
- because it is an effective reproductive device when the right buttons are pushed.
- because it can wreak havoc when the wrong buttons are pushed.

ZIPLOC BAGS - male: because they hold everything in, but you can always see right through them.

SUBWAY - male: because it uses the same old lines to pick people up.

HOURGLASS - female: because over time, the weight shifts to the bottom.

HAMMER - male: because it hasn't evolved much over the last 5,000 years, but it's handy to have around.

REMOTE CONTROL -- female...Ha! You thought I'd say male. But consider, it gives man pleasure, he'd be lost without it, and while he doesn't always know the right buttons to push, he keeps trying.

Paris, 05 March 2002
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Prague (1) - Information Systems for Agriculture and Forestry
11 and 12 March 2002 - Praha - Czech Republic
Contact: Mr CHARVÁ
HYPERLINK "mailto:kch@volny.cz" mailto:kch@volny.cz


Prague (2) - Technology Transfer Day - ICT Cooperation Meeting Prague 2002 - ComNet 2002
03 June 2002 - Praha - Czech Republic
10th International Exhibition and Conferences for Telecommunications, Networking, Internet and Wireless Technologies
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.tc.cas.cz" http://www.tc.cas.cz
Contact : Tomas KANAK
HYPERLINK "mailto:kanak@tc.cas.cz" mailto:kanak@tc.cas.cz

19 th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: e-technology for rural communities between co-operation and competition
Paris - MNE – Thursday 25 April 2002 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m - in English
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto: waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto: waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Information Society As Key Enabler For Rural Development And Integration (European Commission draft working document)

Vision
“Develop Information Society in rural areas to foster European development and integration, and to increase competitiveness of European companies.” 
Rural development is not only about a competitive European agriculture, but each day it is focusing more on meeting the expectations of citizens in rural areas, 80% of European area and 22% of European inhabitants, achieving a deeper integration into today’s society and promoting economic development. The large opportunities that technological progress is offering to address key societal challenges still require significant progress of state of the art technologies for its application to rural areas and its transformation into products and services that address their specific situation.
More specifically, Information Society can contribute to rural development through five main types of applications:
- eCommunities: applications that will allow the citizens of rural areas to integrate into virtual communities and to have access to information and services. These applications will have a great social impact. More specific examples are: 
- government services (eGovernment), 
- e-communities (interactive involvement in areas of interest shared with distant persons all around Europe), 
- culture (to minimise the impact of distance to cultural centres), 
- eHealth (tele-medicine to improve the quality of healthcare services minimising the impact of distance).

It is clear that creativity happens with interaction of people, thus bigger cities tend to be the more creative spaces for e.g. economical and technical innovation. Technology creating cybercommunities would bring this creative community notion to rural areas as well. (belonging to a society is not only about getting the services etc.)

+++ eBusiness: this includes both applications for improving processes and management practices inside the organisations as well as trading support (mainly applications for SME trading).

+++ New business opportunities, teleworking and Tourism: To encourage and provide the necessary technology for businesses to locate outside the metropolitan areas. Starting from the example of call centres that have been transferred to remote areas where operating costs are significantly lower, similar business model could be used to promote further transferring of other business processes. However, the technologies and applications to support it still need to be developed. Teleworking can also provide working opportunities for the new generations avoiding the emigration from rural to urban areas. Tourism related applications can become a source of alternative income.
Teleworking requires special skills to be build which are useful in the content of the work possible to do in a teleworking mode. When the telework is a major type of work, the role of the teleworkers might be changed towards “the dock workers” of today, where the basic skills are seen as a commodity, and the price competition is the only drive. Teleworking needs to have also the other strand of developing high-level skills.

+++ Food safety: In order to manage the food chain from the ‘stable to the table’. The Information Technologies offered a number of possibilities to achieve this objective.

+++ Education and training: to reduce the gap between training facilities in urban and rural areas, hence increasing opportunities.
An action on rural development requires deep understanding and co-ordination with regional, national and European initiatives in this area, but it also provides opportunities for influencing the way in which massive development funds are being used and for enhancing its impact (detailed background information on the current programs related to rural development is provided in Annex 1). The success of such an action requires identifying high value applications for the development and integration of rural areas, as well as addressing the key research and technology challenges that are posed by the specific available infrastructure and application requirements.

Research & Technology Challenges
Main challenges can be classified as:
- Infrastructure and access points: existing infrastructure in rural areas requires developing specific applications adapted to the lack of continuous and high speed connections. Alternative mobile and wireless applications are needed as well as applications adapted to TV set-top boxes.
- Business applications should strongly differ from current developments in eMarkets, ERPs, SCM, etc., and be light weight applications based on open source and peer to peer architectures. As an example, current eMarkets are complex and expensive applications that only make sense for large companies integrating with a large number of suppliers. However, research on more simple applications based on open software and peer-to-peer platforms, can challenge this business model and provide a low cost and easy to use solution that fits the needs of SME trading. Similar approach can be used for ERP, SCM, …
- E-communities: apart from the previous requirements on infrastructure and architectures, these are location based applications with strong requirements on knowledge and information management (semantic based and content-based techniques), where content needs to be personalised, and research should also address technologies that support community building, with a particular emphasis on technologies enabling human relationships.
- Interfaces are critical factors for the take-up of any of these applications. Challenges include: multilinguality, multi-modal and adaptive interfaces, natural language interaction, visualisation technologies…
- eGIS (Geographic Information Systems) for characterisation of spatial entities to deliver position related services and assessment of rural development.
Additionally, some rural-related sectors (healthcare, tourism, agriculture, Food industry, environment industries…) require selective technology development.
Research should lead to the development of specific software and applications that are validated through test-beds.

Constituency
+++ European Commission:
For the implementation of a coherent Information Society policy in rural areas it is required the integration of the Information Society activities with Regional Development Policy and Rural Development Policy. Therefore it is required the collaboration among the following European Commission DGs:
- DG INFSO
- DG REGIO
- DG EMPL
- DG AGRI
- DG FISH
+++ Member States
The following institutions of the Member States should also be involved in the process:
- Ministry of Science and Technology,
- Ministry of Economics affairs,
- Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,
- Regional Governments.

Conclusions
It is widely extended among the experts the idea that the Internet and other technologies are key for the future of rural communities what will be beneficial for European citizens and enterprises as a whole. There are challenges at every level regarding to application of ICT in rural development, e.g. awareness, research, access, adoption, bandwidth, applications, etc.

One of the most serious underlying deficiencies is absence of demonstrable, relevant applications to drive the adoption of the technology. These applications must be meaningful, relevant and highly visible. There are niche applications in rural areas, e.g. eBusiness, New business opportunities and telework, community building, rural tourism applications, B2B among SMEs, health care, education, promotion of rural based activities, which could promote awareness and encourage adoption of the technology.

The strategy should be to find out from the target audience what they need, see if the technology will provide it, if not to develop technological solutions to meets their requirements, identify indigenous resources that can implement it, incubate these with some exposure to commercial reality and release into the free market.

Contact: Isidro LASO
HYPERLINK "mailto:isidro.laso@cec.eu.int" mailto:isidro.laso@cec.eu.int


On Cows
In case you were wondering how Enron got into so much trouble, here is an explanation reputedly given by a Texas A&M professor to explain it in terms his students could understand.

CAPITALISM

You have two cows. You sell one and buy a bull. Your herd multiplies, and the economy grows. You sell them and retire on the income.

ENRON CAPITALISM

You have two cows. You sell three of them to your publicly listed company, using letters of credit opened by your brother-in-law at the bank, then execute a debt/equity swap with an associated general offer so that you get all four cows back, with a tax exemption for five cows. The milk rights of the six cows are transferred via an intermediary to a Cayman Island company secretly owned by your CFO who sells the rights to all seven cows back to your listed company. The annual report says the company owns eight cows, with an option on six more. Now do you see why a company with $62 billion in assets is declaring bankruptcy?

Actually, the economic attitudes of many countries can be explained with cows:

AN AMERICAN CORPORATION
You have two cows. You sell one, and force the other to produce the milk of four cows. You are surprised when the cow drops dead.

A FRENCH CORPORATION
You have two cows. You go on strike because you want three cows.

A JAPANESE CORPORATION
You have two cows. You redesign them so they are one-tenth the size of an ordinary cow and produce twenty times the milk. You then create clever cow cartoon images called Cowkimon and market them World-Wide.

A GERMAN CORPORATION
You have two cows. You reengineer them so they live for 100 years, eat once a month, and milk themselves.

A BRITISH CORPORATION
You have two cows. Both are mad.

AN ITALIAN CORPORATION
You have two cows, but you don't know where they are. You break for lunch.

A RUSSIAN CORPORATION
You have two cows. You count them and learn you have five cows. You count them again and learn you have 42 cows. You count them again and learn you have 12 cows. You stop counting cows and open another bottle of vodka.

A SWISS CORPORATION
You have 5000 cows, none of which belong to you. You charge others for storing them.

AN INDIAN CORPORATION
You have two cows. You worship them.

A CHINESE CORPORATION
You have two cows. You have 300 people milking them. You claim full employment, high bovine productivity, and arrest the newsman who reported the numbers.

AN ISRAELI CORPORATION
So, there are these two Jewish cows, right? They open a milk factory, an ice cream store, and then sell the movie rights. They send their calves to Harvard to become doctors. So, who needs people?

AN ARKANSAS CORPORATION
You have two cows. That one on the left is kinda cute...

From Tony PEERS
HYPERLINK "mailto:tony@thepeers.demon.co.uk" mailto:tony@thepeers.demon.co.uk
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19 th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: e-technology for rural communities between co-operation and competition
Paris - MNE – Thursday 25 April 2002 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m - in English
Provisional agenda
- ICT for Swedish Agriculture: a few best cases
Lars HELGSTRAND - LRF - SW
- ICT and Flexible Learning adding Value to Rural Sweden
Thomas NORRBY - Uppsala Agricultural University - SW
- Rural and agricultural IT between competition and cooperation: Examples in French agriculture.
Guy WAKSMAN - ACTA Informatique - FR
- ICT and local French communities
Helene QUERE - Observatoire des Telecommunications - FR
- Rural Communities & ICT: a UK perspective
Sarah SKERRATT and Martyn WARREN - Royal Agricultural College and Plymouth University - UK
- Applications of Information Society to Rural Communities
Isidro LASO - European Commission
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto: waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto: waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Opinion of the Committee of the Regions of 15 November 2001 on "The development of rural areas by means of a proactive policy on information and communications technologies" (COM-2/024 - Brussels, 3 December 2001)

The Committee of the Regions,
HAVING REGARD TO the decision taken by its Bureau on 13 February 2001, in accordance with the fifth paragraph of Article 265 of the EC Treaty, to issue an opinion on The development of rural areas by means of a proactive policy on information and communications technologies and to instruct Commission 2 for Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries to undertake the preparatory work;

HAVING REGARD TO the draft opinion (CdR 57/2001 rev. 2) adopted by Commission 2 on 9 October 2001 (rapporteur: Mr Lebrun, Member of the Walloon Parliament and of the Parliament of the French-speaking Community of Belgium and First Alderman of Viroinval, Walloon Government B/EPP);

HAVING REGARD TO the Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council of 18 December 2000 on unbundled access to the local loop (Regulation (EC) No. 2887/2000);

HAVING REGARD TO the Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and the Council of 12 July 2000 on universal service and users' rights relating to electronic communications networks and services (COM(2000) 392 final);

HAVING REGARD TO the opinion of the Economic and Social Committee on the Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and the Council on universal service and users' rights relating to electronic communications networks and services (CES 229/2001);

HAVING REGARD TO the European Commission Communication of 31 January 2001 on The regions and the new economy - Guidelines for innovative actions under the ERDF in 2000-2006 (COM(2001) 60 final);

adopted the following opinion, by a unanimous vote, at its 41st plenary session held on 14 and 15 November 2001 (meeting of 15 November):

The Committee of the Regions

- takes the view that, as talented people are now being attracted to jobs in geographical locations which offer a high quality of life, we must make optimal use of information and communications technologies (ICTs) in order to stem rural depopulation and avoid the economic and social costs traditionally associated with that phenomenon;

- highlights the need to establish an appropriate range of ICT services in rural areas in order to overcome a number of structural difficulties. Examples are:

++ more effective emergency medical services (e.g. telemedicine involving distance diagnoses); other services could also be included, such as distance x-ray examinations and distance use of scanners and medical imaging);

++ distance help and back-up services for categories of people who require assistance because of their age, state of health or particular handicaps;

++ distance training activities ("e-learning"), for example in connection with the on-going training required for the establishment of the information society, in which knowledge sharing has to go hand-in-hand with technological innovation;

++ specific cultural and tourism activities designed to enhance the identity and the attractions of each of the regions concerned;

++ online administrative services;

- urges that a clear distinction be drawn between: (a) measures to stimulate demand which can be met and which can extract a profit from investments under public-private partnerships with a view to providing an appropriate range of ICT services and (b) measures which directly contribute to the establishment of telecommunications infrastructures catering for the specific requirements of rural areas;

- points out that, in the context of the measures set out under (a) above, the establishment of fixed or mobile telecommunications infrastructures for high-output data-transmission is only feasible if a demand, which can be met, for services and content in the regions concerned has been demonstrated in advance;

- urges, with this aim in view, that steps be taken to identify and stimulate such a demand for ICT services which caters for the specific economic, social, political and cultural features of rural areas;

- highlights the demand for access to advice from experts in specific sectors (agriculture or fisheries, for example); in this context pilot schemes and experimental measures should be set up or promoted; particular attention should be paid to older people in rural areas, with the main emphasis being placed on those working in agriculture and forestry;

- would like to encourage, via ICT services, the development of active cooperation between regional players in the market and non-market sectors, with a view to achieving an adequate critical mass in respect of these activities;

- would like to step up the exchange of development experience related specifically to rural areas, with a view to promoting understanding of the entire process of identifying needs and associated costs. To this end, the emphasis should be placed on, for example, the nature of the technical, financial and human resources used and the acceptability of the proposed technologies;

- urges that the goal should be to establish in due course an analysis model for describing and comparing the various experiences, irrespective of whether they have been successes or failures. This could take the form of a database covering these experiences, geared to the specific context of each of the rural areas concerned; this database should be backed up by regular seminars for the exchange of experience and by the establishment of a network based on a real community of interest;

- notes that the establishment of fixed telecommunications networks for high-output data-transmission (fibre optics, cables) in rural areas continues to be highly unlikely in view of the associated financial and economic constraints, but notes that, however, 2.5G and 3G type digital mobile technologies may well offer a means of reducing geographical disparities with regard to access to medium and high-output data-transmission;

- points out that the attitude adopted by the Member States in seeking to maximise Exchequer revenue when awarding UMTS licences may lead operators to concentrate networks around urban areas, to the detriment of rural areas;

- proposes, with a view to ensuring that the coverage requirements specified in UMTS licences are respected, that the future universal service obligations which may be imposed on mobile operators in Europe, be extended and that current 2G networks be made inter-operable with future UMTS systems (roaming);

- also urges that: arrangements be introduced for sharing 3G infrastructures; that such arrangements be consistent with EU competition law; that technical and economic appraisals be undertaken of the different types of access infrastructure in rural areas; and that deployment strategies geared to regional profiles be pinpointed;

- proposes that the impact in rural areas of legislation on the liberalisation of the local loop be assessed; that the universal service obligations be interpreted in the context of rural areas, particularly Chapter II, Article 4(2) on "connection … at data rates that are sufficient to permit Internet access";

- calls for account to be taken of the ESC opinion on the draft Directive of the European Parliament and the Council on universal service and the users' rights relating to electronic communications networks and service;

- urges that initiatives in the fields of content and application services be adjusted to the requirements of rural areas, by stepping up participation in horizontal measures, such as the e-Europe-Regio programme, through back-up rural development measures introduced under the EAGGF and innovative actions under the ERDF in the period 2000-2006 and through participation in sectoral programmes in transport (Galileo, Intelligent Transport Systems), multilingual digital contents (e-Content) and health (Health-Online); considers that, in the context of the various existing programmes which could be used for this purpose, it is vitally important to plan and finance computer-literacy schemes in all types and levels of school in rural areas, the establishment of telecentres open to the public, and the holding of courses for farmers, and that specific quotas should be set aside for these schemes within vocational training programmes; calls upon the Member States to undertake to provide financial support for areas and/or regions lagging behind, to a considerable extent, as regards the introduction of information technologies.

Brussels, 15 November 2001.
The President of the Committee of the Regions: Jos Chabert
The Secretary-General of the Committee of the Regions: Vincenzo Falcone

The European Information Society Technologies Prize will award a total of 700 000 Euros
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.it-prize.org" http://www.it-prize.org


Internet y commercio electronico (in Spanish)
Caracteristicas, estrategias, desarollo y aplicaciones
J. BRIZ e I. LASO
Mundi-Prensa Libros
Voir : http://www.mundiprensa.com

Centro Pubblico Produzione Selvaggina 'Montalto' (Montalto Centre for Raising Wildlife)
The Centre, located in Civitella Marittima, in the Italian province of Grosseto (Tuscany), is exclusively responsible for the repopulation of hare in the provincial territories. Within the site, which is in both English and Italian, one can find information about the Centre and the scientific collaborations undertaken with the University of Pisa and other institutions, both Italian and international.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.cppsmontalto.it" http://www.cppsmontalto.it
Contact : Gloria CAPPELLI - C.P.P.S. 'Montalto'
HYPERLINK "mailto:info@cppsmontalto.it" mailto:info@cppsmontalto.it

IPM (Integrated Pest Management)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/globalipmfacility/" http://www.fao.org/globalipmfacility/

Latin America and the Caribbean Technology Foresight Initiative (TF LAC)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agricta.org/ictupdate/index.htm" http://www.agricta.org/ictupdate/index.htm

Stay Healthy 
(A) The Japanese eat very little fat and suffer fewer heart attacks than the British or Americans.

(B) On the other hand, the French eat a lot of fat and also suffer fewer heart attacks than the British or Americans.

(C) The Japanese drink very little red wine and suffer fewer heart attacks than the British or Americans.

(D) The Italians drink excessive amounts of red wine and also suffer fewer heart attacks than the British or Americans

Conclusion: Eat & drink what you like. It's speaking English that kills you.

Paris, 28 March 2002
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19 th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: e-technology for rural communities between co-operation and competition
Paris - MNE – Thursday 25 April 2002 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m - in English
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto: waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto: waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Deep thought
The only man who had his work done by Friday was Robinson Crusoe
Contact: Guy SPOIDEN, Attaché,
HYPERLINK "mailto:g.spoiden@mrw.wallonie.be" mailto:g.spoiden@mrw.wallonie.be

AGROMARE: e-commerce and traceability (in Spanish)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agromare.com" http://www.agromare.com
Contact: Julio FONT
HYPERLINK "mailto:j.font@agromare.com" mailto:j.font@agromare.com

5th International Conference on Chain and Network Management in Agribusiness and the Food industry
6-8 June 2002 – Wageningen

International Agribusiness and food Management Association
9-11 June 2002 – Wageningen
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.foodchains.nl" http://www.foodchains.nl

VIEWDET2002 - Vienna International Workshop on Distance Education and Training, eLearning and eCulture
5-7 december 2002 - Wien
HYPERLINK "http://www.telab.tuwien.ac.at/Viewdet2002.html" http://www.telab.tuwien.ac.at/Viewdet2002.html
Contact : Eveline Riedling
HYPERLINK "mailto:eveline.riedling@tuwien.ac.at" mailto:eveline.riedling@tuwien.ac.at

4th  European Conference on Precision Agriculture, 4th ECPA
1st European Conference on Precision Livestock Farming, 1st ECPLF

An Integrated Approach to Designing the Agriculture of the Future
Two parallel Conferences.
June 15 to 19, 2003 - Berlin/Germany

Organized by The Centre for Agricultural Landscape and Land Use Research (ZALF), Muencheberg/Germany, and The Institute of Agricultural Engineering (ATB), Potsdam/Germany

Invitation
Berlin, the new and old capital of Germany, with its tradition, culture and dynamic development will host the
- 4th  European Conference on Precision Agriculture (4th ECPA)
and the newly created
- 1st European Conference on Precision Livestock Farming (1st ECPLF), which will be organized simultaneously.
You are invited to participate in this event. The combination of the 4th ECPA and the 1st ECPLF will  allow a comprehensive analysis of the state of precision agriculture in both field crop and animal production. It will also, for the first time, give the chance of drawing up perspectives for a co-ordinated development and for creating visions for an integration of  plant production and animal husbandry on the farm of the future, in terms of  sustainable and “transparent” production.
Excursions and sightseeing tours will  familiarise you with the Region of Brandenburg, the “Land” (state) which surrounds the German capital. Brandenburg is known for its rich cultural heritage including the famous parks and palaces of Potsdam, and for the quiet landscape with numerous lakes along the rivers Spree and Havel.
Equally, Brandenburg stands for professional largescale farming, typical for the whole North-Eastern part of Germany.

Organisation of the Conferences
The conference language will be English.
The Program will consist of joint plenary sessions with invited keynote speakers for the opening and the closing session, parallel technical sessions with oral presentations, poster presentations, exhibition and demonstration of components and management systems, pre-conference workshops and training courses, excursions, and social events and sightseeing tours.

Organizers of the Conferences
- The Institute of Agricultural Engineering (ATB)
-Institut für Agrartechnik Bornim e. V. (ATB), Potsdam-Bornim
- The Centre for Agricultural Landscape and Land Use Research (ZALF)
Zentrum für Agrarlandschafts- und Landnutzungsforschung  e. V., (ZALF) Müncheberg, Land Brandenburg

Co-organizers
Professional societies and institutions of agricultural engineering, such as VDI-MEG, EurAgEng and CIGR, and of Agronomy, Crop- and Soil Sciences and Animal Sciences, such as DLG, DGFZ, EAAP

Organizing Committee (national members)
- Prof. Juergen Zaske, ATB (chair)
- Dr. Arnim Werner, ZALF (for ECPA)
- Prof. Herman Van den Weghe, University of Goettingen (for ECPLF)
- Prof. Hermann Auernhammer, Technical University of Munich (VDI-MEG)
- Prof. Eberhard von Borell, University of Halle (for EAAP)
- Dr. Jens-Peter Ratschow, Chamber of Agriculture, Muenster (VDI-MEG)

4th  European Conference on Precision Agriculture, 4th ECPA
Topics of the Conference
- Systems research and modelling in precision agriculture
- Methods and tools for analysing spatial variability in crop production
- Crop management strategies in precision agriculture
- Decision support tools for precision agriculture
- Sensors and their application for decision support in precision agriculture
- Yield formation, nutrient dynamics and energy flow in precision agriculture
- Long term effects of precision agriculture on sites and environment
- Information management in the field and at the farm level
- Impact of precision agriculture on economy and management of crop production
- Statistics, data analysis and research design for precision agriculture
- Teaching, extension and training in precision agriculture
- Social aspects of precision agriculture and impact on national economy

International Program Committee of the 4th ECPA
- Chair: Prof. J. Zaske, Germany
- Co-Chairman: Dr. A. Werner, Germany
- Secretary: Dr. S. Christensen, Denmark
- Editors of the ECPA Proceedings: Dr. J. Stafford, UK; Dr. A. Werner; Prof. J. Zaske

Country representatives
- Prof. J. de Baerdemaeker, Belgium
- Dr. N. Bjugstad, Norway
- Prof. A. Fekete, Hungary
- Dr. D. Goense, Netherlands
- Dr. H. Haapaala, Finland
- Peter Juerschik, Germany
- Dr. E. Molto, Spain
- Dr. Margaret Oliver, UK
- Prof. F. Sevila, France (Chairman of 3rd  ECPA)
- Lars Thylen, Sweden
(further members to be appointed)

1st European Conference on Precision Livestock Farming, 1st ECPLF
A First Definition
Precision livestock farming utilizes single-animal or animal group related data acquisition, registers production process parameters, utilizes data from upstream and downstream sectors, interlinks these data in order to optimize production processes with respect to productivity, animal welfare and environment, and documents relevant data for certification purposes in the sense of a “transparent” production.

Topics of the 1st ECPLF
- Systems research and modeling in precision livestock farming
- Decision support tools for process and product quality; chain management
- Aspects of precision livestock farming on animal welfare and environment
- Telemetric measurement and monitoring of animal welfare parameters
- Sensors and their application for air quality and pollution control
- Sensors and their application for decision support in milking processes 
- Sensors and their application for measurement and control of feed production  processes
- Sensors and their application for decision support in animal feeding, health management and reproduction
- New technologies for individual identification of farm animals
- Documentation for quality assurance and safety

International Program Committee of the 1st ECPLF
- Chair: Prof. J. Zaske, Germany
- Co-Chairman: Prof. H. Van den Weghe, Germany
- Editors of the ECPLF-Proceedings: S. W. R. Cox, UK; Prof. H. Van den Weghe, Prof. J. Zaske

Country representatives
- A. R. Frost, UK
- R. Kaufmann, Switzerland
- Dr. J.-P. Ratschow, Germany
- Prof. K. Saellvik, Sweden
(further members to be appointed)


Call for papers
The Program Committee of the respective conference will accept contributions, on the basis of abstracts, as oral presentation or poster.
A call for abstracts giving more details, will be sent out in May 2002.
Contributions must be strictly related to the topics of the two conferences.

Publication of papers
Those contributions that have been accepted for oral or poster presentation after a rigorous reviewing process will be published as full papers in the proceedings of the conferences. 
The proceedings will be distributed to the participants at the beginning of the conferences.
Following the conferences, authors will be invited to submit enhanced papers to the refereed journals, e.g. Precision Agriculture (4ECPA) or Computers and Electronics in Agriculture (1ECPLF).

Conference fees and accommodation
Conference fees will be arranged as a package; they will be in the range of previous conferences. The organizers will attempt to keep the conference fees at approximately 400 €.
Accommodation will be offered at a wide range of prices, from five star hotels in the center of Berlin to low-budget accommodation in boarding houses and youth hostels.

Contact/Information: Conference office 4th ECPA and 1st ECPLF
Dipl.-Ing. agr. Andreas Jarfe
Centre for Agricultural Landscape and Land Use Research (ZALF)
Department of Land Use Systems and Landscape Ecology
Eberswalder Strasse 84
D-15374 Muencheberg
Germany
Tel: ++ 49 (0) 33432 / 82-257
Fax:++ 49 (0) 33432 / 82-389
HYPERLINK "mailto:ajarfe@zalf.de" mailto:ajarfe@zalf.de

Chairman of the Conferences
Prof. Dr.-Ing. J. Zaske
Institute of Agricultural Engineering (ATB)
Max-Eyth-Allee 100
D-14469 Potsdam
Germany
Tel:  ++49 (0) 331 / 5699-100
Fax: ++49 (0)  331 / 5699-849
mailto:zaske@atb-potsdam.de

Regularly updated information will be available at
HYPERLINK "http://www.ecpa-berlin.org" http://www.ecpa-berlin.org

Ducks
Three women die together in an accident and go to heaven. 
When they get there, St. Peter says, "We only have one rule here in heaven: 
Don't step on the ducks." 
So they enter heaven, and sure enough, there are ducks all over the place.
It is almost impossible not to step on a duck. Although they try their best to avoid them, the first woman accidentally steps on one. 
Along comes St. Peter with the ugliest man she ever saw. 
St. Peter chains them together and says, 
"Your punishment for stepping on a duck is to spend eternity
chained to this ugly man !" 
The next day, the second woman accidentally steps on a duck, and along comes St. Peter, who doesn't miss a thing, and with him is another extremely ugly man. He chains them together for eternity as well. 
The third woman has observed all this and not wanting to be chained for all eternity to an ugly man, is very, VERY careful where she steps. She manages to go months without stepping on any ducks. 
Then one day St. Peter comes up to her with the most handsome man she has ever laid her eyes on... very tan, muscular and sexy.
St. Peter chains them together without saying a word.
The woman remarks, "I wonder what I did to deserve being chained to you for all eternity ?"
The guy says, "I don't know about you, but I stepped on a duck." 
 Paris, 2 April 2002
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Estimation of numbers of farmers equipped with PC and connected to the Internet
Please, complete the following "table"
- Your country / region:
- Number of full time farmers:
- Number of farmers equipped with a PC:
- number of farmers connected to the internet:
Contact: Peter WAGNER, Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:wagner@weihenstephan.de" mailto:wagner@weihenstephan.de, guy.waksman@acta-informatique.fr

Quality in Chains – An integrated view on Fruit and Vegetable Quality
6-7 July 2003 – Wageningen (NL)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ato.wageningen-ur.nl/quic" http://www.ato.wageningen-ur.nl/quic
HYPERLINK "mailto:quic@ato.wageningen-ur.nl" mailto:quic@ato.wageningen-ur.nl

Hellenic Association for Information and Communications Technology in Agriculture, Food and Environment (HAICTA)
6-7 June 2002 - Athens, Greece
The aim of the Conference is to bring together experts on ICT areas of Agriculture, Food Sciences and Environment in an effort to share experiences and knowledge on various related aspects of ICT.
The working language of the conference will have sessions both in Greek and English. It is focusing on: 
- E-Commerce in Agriculture and Food Industry 
- ICT in Precision Agriculture, Plant Protection, Land evaluation, Hydroponics, Sustainable agriculture, Remote Sensing and GIS ICT and Environment, ICT educational syllabus in courses in Agriculture, Environment and Food Sciences
Contributions from various countries will allow a broadened perspective for all attending. The conference will be held in the Agricultural University of Athens. 
Papers and posters, are requested. 
See: HYPERLINK "http://infolab.aua.gr/haicta/conf/" http://infolab.aua.gr/haicta/conf/ 
Contact: Prof. Alexander SIDERIDIS 
HYPERLINK "mailto:as@aua.gr" mailto:as@aua.gr

GIL Annual Meeting
Dresden - September 18-20, 2002
The theme of this year's meeting is "Information and Quality Management - New Challenges by Policy Makers and Markets for the Agricultural and Food Industries".
The deadline for the submission of abstracts has already passed but because of the late announcement submissions from outside Germany will be accepted until April 15, 2002. Abstracts should not be longer than 1 page A4 and should be sent to me via email.
Final papers are due by May 15 2002. The conference fee is € 70 for members of GIL and € 115. For registrations after July 31st 2002 the fee increases by € 15.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrarinformatik.de/" http://www.agrarinformatik.de/
Contact: Dr. Rolf A.E. Mueller
HYPERLINK "mailto:raem@agric-econ.uni-kiel.de" mailto:raem@agric-econ.uni-kiel.de

Last rites! 
An elderly man lay dying in his bed. 
In death's final agony, as he started to slip away, he suddenly smelled the aroma of his favorite chocolate chip cookies wafting up the stairs. He gathered his remaining strength and lifted himself from the bed. Leaning against the wall, he slowly made his way out of the bedroom, and with even greater effort forced himself down the stairs. 
 Gripping the railing with both hands, he crawled downstairs defying the pull of Morpheus.
 With labored breath, he leaned against the door-frame, gazing into the kitchen. Were it not for the immense pain caused by his extreme exertions, he would have thought himself already in heaven for there spread out upon waxed paper on the kitchen table - were hundreds of his favorite chocolate chip cookies.
Was it heaven? Or was it one final act of heroic love from his devoted wife, seeing to it that he left this world a happy man?
Mustering one great final effort, with tears in his eyes, he staggered toward the table, landing on his knees in a rumpled posture. His parched lips parted: the wondrous taste of the sweet biscuit was already mentally in his mouth, seemingly bringing him back to life. He felt renewed strength pulsate through his body. The aged and withered hand trembled on its way to one lone biscuit at the edge of the table, when it was suddenly smacked with a spatula by his wife...
 "Fuck off!" she said, "They're for the funeral!"
Contact: Mick Harkin
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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Estimation of numbers of farmers equipped with PC and connected to the Internet (see first information hereafter)
Please, complete the following "table"
- Your country / region:
- Number of full time farmers:
- Number of farmers equipped with a PC:
- number of farmers connected to the internet:
Contact: Peter WAGNER, Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:wagner@weihenstephan.de" mailto:wagner@weihenstephan.de, guy.waksman@acta-informatique.fr

EAAE Congress
Zaragoza - Wednesday 28 to Saturday 31 August
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eaae.org" http://www.eaae.org


Agricultural Informatic Researches, Developments and applications
27-28th of August, 2002 – Debrecen (Hungary)
Organisation: University of Debrecen, Centre of Agricultural Sciences and Hungarian Agroinformatics Association (MAGISZ)
Contact : Peter BADINSZKY
HYPERLINK "mailto:badi@gtk.gau.hu" mailto:badi@gtk.gau.hu

Estimation of numbers of farmers equipped with PC and connected to the Internet
- Your country / region: FINLAND
- Number of full time farmers: 78.000
- Number of farmers equipped with a PC: 60.000
- Number of farmers connected to the Internet: 50.000
Contact: Jukka OFVERSTEN
HYPERLINK "mailto:jukka.ofversten@mtt.fi" mailto:jukka.ofversten@mtt.fi

- Your country / region: SWEDEN
- Number of full time farmers: 23000 farming companies /
77 000 farmers
- Number of farmers equipped with a PC: 65 % of farmers > 50 acres
- Number of farmers connected to the Internet: 79 % of PC OWNERS
Contact: Nils HANNERZ
HYPERLINK "mailto:nils.hannerz@noxaphen.com" mailto:nils.hannerz@noxaphen.com

- Your country / region: U.K
- Number of full time farmers: 80000 farmers
- Number of farmers equipped with a PC: 60 %
(35 % use a computer for farm business)
- Number of farmers connected to the Internet: 35 %
Contact: Bruce ROSS
HYPERLINK "mailto:bruce.ross@skynet.be" mailto:bruce.ross@skynet.be

Survey of agriculture: 3 December 2001 - England computer usage
As part of the 2001 December Survey, a set of questions were included for the first time on the usage of  computers within farm businesses. Key results:
- 60% of holdings had access to a computer. Of these, 35% of holdings used the computer for the farm business. 25% of holdings had a computer but did not use it for the farm business.
- Larger holdings are more likely to have access to a computer (and to use a computer for farm business purposes) than smaller holdings.
- General cropping and cereal farms are more likely than other farm types to have access to a computer and to use a computer for farm business purposes.
- 26% of holdings used the internet for farm business purposes.

Basis of survey results
This is the first year that questions on Computer Usage have been asked as part of the December Survey of Agriculture. The December Survey targets mainly cereal and livestock holdings. Other farm types (e.g. horticulture and poultry) are included within the survey but are sampled at a reduced level. In order to maximise the coverage of cereal areas and livestock numbers, larger holdings are sampled at a higher rate than smaller holdings.
Following the reduced June Census 2001 due to Foot and Mouth Disease, the sample size for the December Survey was increased this year. The results are based on returns from approximately 21,000 main holdings in England and are therefore subject to a degree of sampling error. Results relate to the situation on 3 December 2001 and are for main holdings only.
Data from holdings that did not follow the correct question routing have been excluded from the results.

 
Farm Sizes
Results have been presented by farm size in the categories defined below:
Very small SGM < 9,600
Small 	9,600 < SGM < 48,000
Medium 	48,000 < SGM < 120,000
Large 	120,000 < SGM < 240,000
Very Large 	240,000 < SGM

Important notice
The most recent version of this notice and also a wide range of our other statistical information can be found on the DEFRA website at www.defra.gov.uk

Farmers' access to computers: Is a computer used for the farm business?


Yes
No

Have a computer
on the farm
The computer is
not on the farm
(eg at a library)
Have a computer
but do not use it
for the farm
business
Do not have a
computer
All holdings
33%
2%
25%
40%


Breakdown by farm size


Yes
No

Have a computer
on the farm
The computer is not on the farm (eg at a library)
Have a computer but do not use it for the farm
business
Do not have a
computer
Very small
20%
2%
31%
47%
Small
34%
2%
18%
46%
Medium
47%
3%
17%
32%
Large
67%
3%
13%
17%
Very Large
85%
3%
6%
7%
New holdings
28%
2%
40%
31%


Breakdown by farm type


Yes
No

Have a computer
on the farm
The computer is not on the farm
(eg at a library)
Have a computer but do not use it for the farm
business
Do not have a
computer
Cereals
47%
4%
19%
31%
General cropping
50%
3%
15%
32%
Pigs and poultry
32%
1%
14%
52%
Dairy
45%
2%
18%
35%
Cattle and sheep (LFA)
24%
1%
21%
54%
Cattle and sheep (Lowland)
25%
2%
26%
47%
Mixed
45%
2%
19%
34%
Other
26%
2%
31%
41%
New holdings
28%
2%
40%
31%


Business use of computers: The percentages of all holdings utilising the following for farm business purposes were:


Financial/
accounting
Operational
Management (eg
livestock
reports/yield
management, etc)
E-mail
Internet
All holdings 
27%
17%
25%
26%


Breakdown by farm size


Financial/
accounting
Operational
Management (eg
livestock
reports/yield
management, etc.)
E-mail
Internet
Very small
17%
7%
16%
16%
Small
26%
18%
23%
26%
Medium
33%
32%
33%
37%
Large
48%
52%
50%
54%
Very Large
74%
73%
64%
66%
New holdings
25%
13%
22%
25%


Factors preventing any/further computer/internet usage
The percentages of holdings for which one or more of the following prevented any/further use of a computer and/or the internet


C
O
S
t
Lack of
computing skills
Lack of time
Internet connection too slow/ unstable
Computer security
Companies/
people deal with not connected to internet
Internet sites not easy to use
Not interested/
not needed
O
t
h
e
r
All holdings that use a computer for the farm business
19% 
38% 
49% 
22% 
30% 
16% 
11% 
17% 
5%
All holdings that do not use a computer for the farm business
29% 
44% 
27% 
5% 
16% 
5% 
3% 
63% 
3%
All holdings 
26% 
42% 
34% 
11% 
20% 
8% 
6% 
52% 
3%


System WISARD
This web-based information for agriculture and NRM is now used widely by individual organisations as well as national and regional networks including CGIAR, FAO and EC.
WISARD is managed decentralised and links with the Global Development Gateway, WorldBank.
It receives some 400.000 users/year or over 4 mln hits.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.wisard.org" http://www.wisard.org
Note the option to print national directories of all agriculture/NRM agencies for users.
For support in data-entree management you can refer to our database manager: Mrs Marija STARITSKY
HYPERLINK "mailto:m.staritsky@iac.agro.nl" mailto:m.staritsky@iac.agro.nl
Contact: F.A.J.F. NEUMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:f.a.j.f.neuman@iac.agro.nl" mailto:f.a.j.f.neuman@iac.agro.nl

First class blonde
A beautiful young blonde woman boards a plane to New York with a ticket for the coach section. She looks at the seats in coach and then looks into the forward cabin at the first class seats. Seeing that the first class seats appear to be much larger and more comfortable, she moves forward to the last empty one. The flight attendant checks her ticket and tells the woman that her seat is in coach.
The blonde replies, "I'm young, blonde and beautiful, and I'm going to sit here all the way to New York."

Flustered, the flight attendant goes to the cockpit and informs the captain of the blonde problem. The captain goes back and tells the woman that her assigned seat is in coach.
Again, the blonde replies, "I'm young, blonde and beautiful, and I'm going to sit here all the way to New York."

The captain doesn't want to cause a commotion, and so returns to the cockpit to discuss the blonde with the co-pilot. The co-pilot says that he has a blonde girlfriend, and that he can take care of the problem. He then goes back and briefly whispers something into the blonde's ear.
She immediately gets up, says, "Thank you so much." hugs the co-pilot, and rushes back to her seat in the coach section. The pilot and flight attendant, who were watching with rapt attention, together ask the co-pilot what he had said to the woman.
He replies, ''I just told her that the first class section isn't going to New York.''
Contact: Christopher WATHES
HYPERLINK "mailto:christopher.wathes@bbsrc.ac.uk" mailto:christopher.wathes@bbsrc.ac.uk

Paris, 24 April 2002
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Attention: Archives!
You will find on our web site the archive of this newsletter as well as this one of our weekly newsletter in French that is distributed to more than 17000 people.
See: http://www.acta-informatique.fr
Chapter: "Produits et services. Dossiers" / "Les dossiers d'ACTA Informatique"
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr

Wanted: contacts to study e-commerce in Agriculture
My name is Andrew CRAGG, I am a farmer in Kent in SE England and a member of BAITA. I have been given a travel scholarship to study the present and future value of e-commerce to Farmers by the Canterbury Farmers Club. I would like to make contacts that I might visit in Europe to further this study, which will take place in November 2002. 
Contact : Andrew CRAGG
HYPERLINK "mailto:brooker.farms@farmline.com" mailto:brooker.farms@farmline.com

A complete pesticide database (Middeldatabasen)
This database contains information on all pesticides for practical farming use in Denmark (approved as well as pesticides not yet approved or only given a temporarily approval). The database that is updated regularly by the Danish Agricultural Advisory Centre, is accessible from the internet HYPERLINK "http://www.lr.dk/middeldatabasen" www.lr.dk/middeldatabasen and includes a search engine, which makes it possible to search for information on a group of pesticides, etc.
Furthermore, the database is the master database for the new Internet tool: Plant Protection Online (Planteværn Online), which is a DSS for plant protection in cereals: HYPERLINK "http://www.lr.dk/plantevaern-online" www.lr.dk/plantevaern-online 
Contact : Jens BLIGAARD
HYPERLINK "mailto:JEB@lr.dk" mailto:JEB@lr.dk

Precision Agriculture - 6 th International Conference
Jul.14 - 17 2002 - Minneapolis - USA
See: HYPERLINK "http://precision.agr.umn.edu/2002/" http://precision.agr.umn.edu/2002/


European Agricultural Policy in Transformation
Postgraduate course - 9 - 14 September 2002 - Wageningen University (NL)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.wau.nl/phlo/" http://www.wau.nl/phlo/
HYPERLINK "mailto:info@secr.phlo.wau.nl" mailto:info@secr.phlo.wau.nl

British Crop Protection Council
18 - 21 November 2002 - Brighton (UK)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.bcpc.org/" http://www.bcpc.org/

AGRIVERSAL: an international network of agriculture, agribusiness and environment professional consultants
Making the best use of the Internet, the goal of AGRIVERSAL is to facilitate the access of companies and institutions to quality technical or economic consulting services, whether it is for a one-day assignment or a long-term mission. On the web site of AGRIVERSAL, visitors have free access to the description of the professional services of the network's member-consultants. Visitors can also post a contract opportunity. AGRIVERSAL' s database is comprised of a large spectrum of consulting profiles currently encompassing about 100 countries and many areas of expertise.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agriversal.com/" http://www.agriversal.com
Contact: Pascale DEBORD SLAMA
HYPERLINK "mailto:pascale@agriversal.com" mailto:pascale@agriversal.com

"The shadow of the Thar...": please wait for the parakeet to land, then click on the bird
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agriversal.com/" http://www.agriversal.com
Contact: Pascale DEBORD SLAMA
HYPERLINK "mailto:pascale@agriversal.com" mailto:pascale@agriversal.com

The farmer's Nobel Prize
A man is driving down a country road, when he spots a farmer standing in the middle of a huge field of grass. He pulls the car over to the side of the road and notices that the farmer is just standing there, doing nothing, looking at nothing.
The man gets out of the car, walks all the way out to the farmer and asks him, "Ah excuse me mister, but what are you doing?"
The farmer replies, "I'm trying to win a Nobel Prize."
"How?" asks the man, puzzled.
"Well I heard they give the Nobel Prize to people who are out standing in their field."
See:  "http://www.ahajokes.com/n063.html"http://www.ahajokes.com/n063.html
Contact: Kees Schuur
HYPERLINK "mailto:ksc@stoas.nl" mailto:ksc@stoas.nl
 Paris, 29 April 2002
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Attention: Archives! 
You will find on our web site the archive of this newsletter as well as this one of our weekly newsletter in French that is distributed to more than 17000 people. 
See: http://www.acta-informatique.fr/ 
Chapter: "Produits et services. Dossiers" / "Les dossiers d'ACTA Informatique" / La compilation de la gazette efita
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN 
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr 

MBA in International Agri-Food Management
The MBA in International Agri-Food Management at ESSEC Business School, Paris, is now recruiting for the 2002-2003 academic year. Interested?
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.essec.com/mbaagrifood"" http://www.essec.com/mbaagrifood"

"Multimedia 2002. Towards the Knowledge Society"
The IRCs IRENE and IRIDE, nodes of the European Network of the Innovation Relay Centres, supported by the European Commission, are organising the trans-national meeting "Multimedia 2002. Towards the Knowledge Society", that will take place in Bari (Italy), from 24th to 26th May, 2002 during the Technological Innovation Fair, SMAU TECNORAMA 2002.
The event is intended as the place where researchers, entrepreneurs, investors and public administrators will provide an overview on research and technologies, present projects and business plans, make business.
Multimedia 2002 will be structured in three days :
- 24th May 2002 : Opening Conference on the European, national and regional policies on ICT and Multimedia;
- 25th May 2002 – Investment Forum, where companies will present their innovative ideas to be financially supported by investors;
- 26th May 2002 – Research Results Seminar and Demo Session, where research results and prototypes based on Multimedia technologies and ICT will be presented.
Full details are available in attachment and on the event web site: HYPERLINK "http://www.multimedia2002.it" www.multimedia2002.it
Particularly, the Investment Forum will represent the most appropriate context for ICT companies seeking sources of funding, to present their innovative ideas to investors and venture capitalists, interested in discussing and analysing their exploitation plans from the business point of view and to invest on those ideas.
If you are interested in participating to the Investment Forum or need more details, please contact us or visit the event web site HYPERLINK "http://www.multimedia2002.it" www.multimedia2002.it, where are available registration forms and modalities for participation. 
Participation at the Investment Forum, thanks to the contribution of Tecnopolis, is completely free of charge.
Contact: Luca SINESI - IRC IRIDE South Italy
HYPERLINK "mailto:l.sinesi@tno.it" mailto:l.sinesi@tno.it

eLearnExpo, Europe's premier eLearning conference and exhibition
20 & 21st June - Austria Center, Vienna
In 2001, eLearn Expo attracted more than 250 exhibitors from the eLearning sector worldwide, among them market leaders like Docent, Saba, IBM, HP, Sun Microsystems, Smartforce, Centra, NETg, Toshiba and others. 
The parallel conference will feature the latest developments on the eLearning market and the growing collaboration between the public and private sector.
As the eLearnExpo Paris show this February confirmed, eLearnExpo is now the industry's favourite European event, with high calibre conference, delegates and visitors.
Please contact sally@elearnexpo.com for details on exhibiting, sponsoring and speaking at the conference. The following PDF documents are available on request:
* Vienna Floor Plan
* Vienna exhibitor brochure
* Visitor Attraction plan (Media and promotion campaign)
* eLearnExpo Exhibitor List 2001
* Vienna Conference Programme (provisional)
* Space Booking form
* Sponsorship packages outline
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.elearnexpo.com" http://www.elearnexpo.com

A successful telecottage (at least one!?)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.purmotelestuga.fi" http://www.purmotelestuga.fi/sve/index.htm


The European Experts´ Network for Educational Technology
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eenet.org" http://www.eenet.org


ICT@Europe.edu - Information and Communication Technology in European Education Systems
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/survey4/en/FrameSet.htm" http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/survey4/en/FrameSet.htm

ECOVAST, the European Council for the Village and Small Town
ECOVAST was set up in 1984 to further the well-being of rural communities, and the safeguarding of the rural heritage, throughout Europe. Its formal aims are: 
- to foster the economic, social and cultural vitality and the administrative identity of rural communities throughout Europe; and 
- to safeguard, and to promote the sensitive and imaginative renewal of, the built and natural environments of such communities. 
Voir : http://www.ecovast.org

AGROW : World Crop Protection News (free trial available)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrow.co.uk" http://www.agrow.co.uk

Paradise
A Briton, a Frenchman, and a Russian are viewing a painting of Adam and Eve strolling in the Garden of Eden.

"Look at their reserve, their calm." muses the Brit. "They must be British."

"Nonsense," the Frenchman disagrees. "They're naked, and so beautiful. Clearly, the are French."

"No clothes, no shelter." The Russian points out, "they only have an apple to eat, and they're being told this is paradise. They are Russian."

Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie

 Paris, 2 May 2002
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Online Communities: Networks that nurture long-distance relationships and local ties (Summary of Findings)
The vibrant social universe online
In recent years, there has been concern about the social impact of the Internet on several levels. One major worry was that use of the Internet would prompt people to withdraw from social engagement and become isolated, depressed, and alienated. A related fear was that Internet users might abandon contact with their local communities as they discovered how easy it is to go online to communicate with those in other parts of the world and get information from every point on the planet.
We surveyed 1,697 Internet users in January and February to explore the breadth and depth of community online. Our findings suggest that the online world is a vibrant social universe where many Internet users enjoy serious and satisfying contact with online communities. These online groups are made up of those who share passions, beliefs, hobbies, or lifestyles. Tens of millions of Americans have joined communities after discovering them online. And many are using the Internet to join and participate in longstanding, traditional groups such as professional and trade associations. All in all, 84% of Internet users have at one time or another contacted an online group.
The pull of online communities in the aftermath of the September 11 attacks shows how Americans have integrated online communities into their lives. In the days following the attacks, 33% of American Internet users read or posted material in chat rooms, bulletin boards, or other online forums. Although many early posts reflected outrage at the events, online discussions soon migrated to grieving, discussion and debate on how to respond, and information queries about the suspects and those who sponsored them. With the dramatic displays of community spirit around the country following September 11, there are hopes that Americans’ repulsion and shock the attacks might have sparked a renewal of civic spirit in the United States. The existing vibrancy of online communities profiled in this report suggests that Internet groups can play a supporting role in any enduring boon to community life in the aftermath of the attacks.
Our winter survey also showed that many Americans are using the Internet to intensify their connection to their local community. They employ email to plan church meetings, arrange neighborhood gatherings, and petition local politicians. They use the Web to find out about local merchants, get community news, and check out area fraternal organizations. Moreover, there is evidence that this kind of community engagement is particularly appealing to young adults. Sociologist Barry Wellman argues that many new social arrangements are being formed through “glocalization” – the capacity of the Internet to expand users’ social worlds to faraway people and simultaneously to bind them more deeply to the place where they live. This report illustrates how widely “glocalization” is occurring. The Internet helps many people find others who share their interests no matter how distant they are, and it also helps them increase their contact with groups and people they already know and it helps them feel more connected to them.
…/…s
Principal author: John B. Horrigan, Senior Researcher
Lee Rainie, Director
Susannah Fox, Director of Research
Pew Internet & American Life Project
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.pewinternet.org/" http://www.pewinternet.org/

A successful telecottage (at least one!?)
The case of the Purmo Telecottage is a part of an ongoing study ‘ICT as a local Development Tool in Finland – Illustrated with the Case of the Purmo Telecottage’. 
The aim of the case study is to see how ICT has been used as a tool in the local development in a rural region. The time span (1988-2002) covers an interesting period during which technologies, visions and policies have changed dramatically. When the Purmo Telecottage opened its doors for the first time few local people used or needed computers in their daily lives. The expansion of Internet and the easy access to new, cheaper and more powerful computers during the 1990s have changed the picture. 
Purmo Village belongs to Pedersöre municipality, which is situated in the Swedish speaking coastal region of Western Finland. Like many other Swedish speaking Ostrobothnian municipalities, Pedersöre suffered of outmigration in the 1950s and 1960s and in 1.1.1977 Esse-, Purmo- and Pedersöre- municipalities were merged into one large municipality. This helped to turn the flow and the population has slowly grown since 1977.
Purmo Telecottage (Purmo Telestuga Ab) is a joint-stock company owned by Purmo Development Enterprise (Purmo Utveckling Ab) and Pedersöre municipality. The Purmo Development Enterprise is owned by private persons and enterprises in Purmo and nearby regions. Purmo Telecottage was among the first telecottages to be opened in Finland but in contrast to many others it has managed to survive the recession in the beginning of the 1990s and the rapid changes in e-technologies and within the IT-branch. 
Purmo Telecottage was born out of regional political aspirations of its founders’ who shared the visions of technology as a tool in changing the direction of development in the rural regions. Their priority was to build jobs for local people with higher education in the municipality. In the beginning the visions of telework and the hopes for Purmo taking care of the office work for the enterprises situated in the capital city were high but the reality turned out to be more complex. 
The founding of the Purmo Telecottage in 1988 collided with the general emergence of telecottages in Finland when the general emphasis was on hi-tech solutions, technology villages, innovation centres and new regional policy. Pedersöre municipality was not alone in investing its hopes on turning round the negative development path with the new technology solutions and visions of easing the situation on the labour market with telework.
The beginning of the 1990s was marked by general recession which paradoxically helped to establish Purmo Telecottage more firmly on a path that led to its success as a small scale rural IT-enterprise. As unemployment increased the demand for employment courses grew and the Purmo Telecottage had found its niche as an education centre. The period was characterised by grass root level actors and the launching of several hundreds of information society projects. Information technologies began to form important parts of peoples’ daily work lives. The expansion of Internet meant that most of the original ideas behind telecottages became old fashioned while the need for education and knowledge still increased. Today the telecottage employs 10 educated people on permanent basis and has moved its operation into a new house built partly with EU financing.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.purmotelestuga.fi" http://www.purmotelestuga.fi/sve/index.htm
Contact: Minna LEHTOLA
HYPERLINK "mailto:minna.lehtola@helsinki.fi" mailto:minna.lehtola@helsinki.fi

Community initiative for rural development (LEADER II: "Links between actions for the development of the rural economy")
LEADER II has 4 measures:
- acquiring skills (measure A) - step prior to the development rural innovation programmes in areas where the practice of local development is new. 
This measure concerns actions such as analysis of the local area, motivating and training local people to participate actively in the development process, drawing up a strategy, and finding finance; 
- rural innovation programmes (measure B) - these model and transferable programmes are promoted by local action groups or, in some cases, by other collective bodies. They are extremely innovative in terms of method and content and in relation to the policies conducted in the same area, particularly in the context of operational programmes. 
Rural innovation programmes are multiannual.
They can be comprised of a set of very diversified measures in terms of: 
++ technical support for rural development, 
++ vocational training, 
++ support for rural tourism, 
++ support for small businesses, 
++ local exploitation and marketing of agricultural, forestry and fisheries products, 
++ preservation and improvement of the environment and living conditions 
- transnational cooperation (measure C): the objective is to facilitate the devising and development of joint projects by groups and other local bodies from at least two Member States; 
- European network for rural development (measure D): the different components of LEADER II make up a European network for rural development, constituting for all the public and private bodies concerned a permanent tool for the exchange of achievements, experience and know-how. This network is coordinated by the LEADER European Observatory through various tools and services (databases, publications, electronic network, seminars, symposiums,...).
The Observatory's primary task is to analyse and make known the innovations arising out of LEADER II. The Observatory also has the task of providing technical assistance for transnational cooperation and may, in this capacity, pay for part of the cost related to the devising of projects (the subsequent phase of development may perhaps be financed through measure C of the Initiative). 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.rural-europe.aeidl.be" http://www.rural-europe.aeidl.be

Hungarian Association for Information Technology in Agriculture (HAAI) - Agri-informatics 2002 - Conference (27-28 August 2002) in Debrecen.
The HAAI is organising its national two days Conference: Participants from abroad are welcome. 
The working language: Hungarian and English.
The topics: Internet in the agricultural, E-agribusiness, Education of the informatics in the agricultural higher education, Informatics in the rural and regional development, Information technology in extension, Precision agriculture, National information systems in the Hungarian agriculture, Public information services, Farm information systems, GIS, Remote sensing and environmental informatics.
The conference will be held in the University of Debrecen, Centre for Agriculture Sciences.
Papers and posters, are requested. 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/ia2002/e_index.html" http://www.date.hu/ia2002/e_index.html
Contact: Miklos HERDON - President of HAAI
HYPERLINK "mailto:herdon@date.hu" mailto:herdon@date.hu


To be avoided - Women Who Read
A couple goes on vacation to a fishing resort in northern Minnesota.  The husband likes to fish at the crack of dawn. The wife likes to read.
One morning the husband returns after several hours of fishing and decides to take a short nap.
Although she isn't familiar with the lake, the wife decides to take the boat. She motors out a short distance, anchors, and continues to read her book.
Along comes the game warden in his boat. He pulls up alongside her and says,"Good morning Ma'am. What are you doing?"
"Reading my book," she replies, thinking "isn't that obvious?"
"You're in a restricted fishing area," he informs her.
"But officer, I'm not fishing. Can't you see that?"
"Yes, but you have all the equipment. I'll have to take you in and book you."
 "If you do that, I'll have to charge you with rape," says the woman.
"But I haven't even touched you," says the startled game warden.
"That's true" replies the woman, " but you do have all the equipment."
MORAL: Never argue with a woman who reads
Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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EFITA 2003 Conference - 5 - 9 July 2003 - Debrecen - Hungary
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003/" http://www.date.hu/efita2003/
Contact: Herdon MIKLOS
HYPERLINK "mailto:herdon@date.hu" mailto:herdon@date.hu

21 th AGRIMMEDIA seminar in Paris: "Internet for French agriculture and food industry: state of the art and perspectives
27 June 2002 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. - ACTA Informatique
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr

Offer for a training period in precision agriculture at CNERTA - France
- Subject: Data integration procedure in main GIS and agricultural software. Realisation of a guide for agricultural schools describing how farmers can manage geographic information and integrate them in mapping software. Practical exercises describing how to collect and use data for precision agriculture (aerial photographs, GPS data, satellite images, soil types, topography, climate, yield map, 3D maps…).
- Organisation: CNERTA (National Centre of Studies and Resources in Advanced Technology). CNERTA is the unique centre of resources and competence for the agricultural education system, in the fields of technologies of information and communication technologies, educational resources and management tools. 
- Department: AGROGEOMATIC. This department helps the agricultural schools to implement the current evolutions in new technologies such as Geographic Information Systems and Agricultural software and develops the integration of Precision Farming in training.
- Profile: post-graduate level  Basic knowledge in GIS software; English spoken; French speaking would be better but not essential.
Conditions: Duration: 3 to 6 months; Compensation: 303 € by month  accommodation facilities.
Contact: Philippe BEGUYOT - CNERTA - AGROGEOMATIC
HYPERLINK "mailto:p.beguyot@educagri.fr" mailto:p.beguyot@educagri.fr

Euracademy Summer School on Developing Sustainable Rural Tourism
Island of Gotland (SW) in the Baltic Sea next - August 10th-21st 2002

The Summer School curriculum has been developed with two main objectives.
One is to give the participants a good frame of reference on rural tourism. The other objective is to offer innovative educational methods that invite participants to share experiences, to build new networks and to discuss rural tourism issues with co-professionals. We will use methods that may inspire the participants in their own ways of working at home, and we will be sharing the ideas behind the methods and exercises that we use. The summer school thus begins with introducing the Open Space method, asking participants to explore their own areas of interest. 

The course manual "Thematic Guide on Sustainable Rural Tourism" offers a comprehensive overview over the central issues in rural tourism. It begins with an introductory section, which explores the general principles of integrated and sustainable rural development. These principles are then used in the subsequent sections, which focus on key factors in the development of sustainable rural tourism. The central topic described are:

* Creating a unique tourist product
* Management of the natural and cultural heritage
* Developing synergies with other sectors
* Enhancing entrepreneurship
* Involving and sensitising the local community 
* Planning at strategic level to ensure an integrated effort

In the Thematic Guide, these topics are presented drawing on illustrations and examples from various countries and contexts. Each topic in the thematic guide will be explored in group discussions during the Summer School. The Thematic Guide, and an introductory lecture, will function as an input for the groups and for the participants' sharing of experiences. Each participant will be asked to prepare in advance and bring an example or case study of their own to enrich these discussions. The discussions are conducted according to a specific, given format and there will be a team of facilitators who will guide the group discussions. The facilitators come from different parts of Europe.

Every participant is thus seen as a valuable contributor to the course. The discussions and the examples offered by the participants in the groups will be edited and added to a Web version of the Thematic Guide, which will become a learning space on the Euracademy homepage. As a participant, you will therefore contribute to a wider sharing of experiences across Europe.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.gotland.com/eng/intro_flash.htm" http://www.gotland.com/eng/intro_flash.htm
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.euracademy.org/" http://www.euracademy.org
Contact: Thomas NORRBY
mailto:thomas.norrby@kontakt.slu.se

National Beef Research Centre, Ireland
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.research.teagasc.ie/grange/search.htm" http://www.research.teagasc.ie/grange/search.htm

ANIMAR: A successful case of ICT use in Portugal
This network of people concerned with local development is one of the most dynamic Portuguese on-line communities through the intensive use of their mailing list.
Visit their website (in Portuguese) and know a little bit more about the activities undertaken, for example the annual event - MANIFESTA.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.animar-dl.pt" http://www.animar-dl.pt

Brazilian Agrosoft Newsletter
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrosoft.com.br/jornal/" http://www.agrosoft.com.br/jornal/

Invitation to the C-ECOM Plenary Conference - Brussels 14th June 2002 
The IST C-ECOM project is pleased to invite you to the Plenary conference that will take place in Brussels, Friday 14 June 2002. 
 The purpose of the conference is to report on the success of the Cluster for Electronic Commerce (C-ECOM) project and to share the knowledge and experiences of the participating IST projects.
C-ECOM is a cluster project which has as its mission to enhance co-operation among R&D projects with similar electronic commerce standards related objectives. This is ensured by offering to those projects the CEN/ISSS open environment as a platform for cross-fertilisation.
The two main focuses of the conference will be on the benefits to those IST projects that have participated so far, as well as the policy implications of the C-ECOM project’s success. In particular the conference will concentrate on showing the benefits derived from co-ordinating RTD activities within a standardization environment by presenting 6 case studies of IST projects that have successfully participated in C-ECOM.
The C-ECOM Project allows market players active in IST projects relevant to electronic commerce to benefit from a direct comparison with other similar projects where electronic commerce issues and the need of potential standards are discussed. This enables market players to implement a fast track for standardisation, and even to start the process before the R&D projects have reached completion. 
 
The conference will provide the opportunity for participants from all sectors of the industry to advance their understanding and to influence the future of the Information Society. Those communities most likely to directly benefit from attending the conference include:

- IST Project Participants – experiences of IST projects currently involved in C-ECOM
- EU officials – implications for industrial policy and Information Society
- Representatives of standards bodies – advantages of wider and earlier participation in the standardization process.
This conference will run in parallel with the HYPERLINK "http://www.cordis.lu/ist/ka2/news.htm" KAII Concertation Day that will take place in Brussels on June 13/14. For more information on the venues and the programmes of this parallel event please go to the HYPERLINK "http://www.cordis.lu/ist/ka2/news.htm" KAII Web Site. 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.cenorm.be/ISSS/Projects/c-ecom/PlenaryConference/Announcement_C-ECOM.htm" http://www.cenorm.be/ISSS/Projects/c-ecom/PlenaryConference/Announcement_C-ECOM.htm
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.cenorm.be/ISSS/Projects/c-ecom/PlenaryConference/Announcement_C-ECOM.htm" http://www.cenorm.be/ISSS/Projects/c-ecom


No stupid job
It was the first day of school and the teacher thought she'd get to know the kids by asking them their names and what their fathers did for a living.

The first little girl said, "My name is Mary and my daddy is a postman." 

The next little boy said, "I'm Andy and my Dad is a mechanic."

It was then little Johnny's turn and he said "My name is Johnny and my father is a striptease dancer in a cabaret for gay men." 

The teacher gasped and quickly moved on, but later, in the school yard the teacher approaches Johnny privately and asks if it was really true that his Dad dances nude in a gay bar. 

Little Johnny blushed and said, "Nah, he's really an auditor for Arthur Andersen but I was just too embarrassed to say so."

Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
 Paris, 14 May 2002

From Guy Waksman to liste-efita@acta-informatique.fr participants
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Wanted: Information about the "Use of Internet applications to develop communication and exchange relations among farmers and their partners to build a chain value by progressing in milk quality strategies"
Do you know people who could be interested in this subject and do you have any contact, material and reference to suggest to me?
Contact: Prof. F. Rosa - DBEA - Univ. di Udine (ITALY)
HYPERLINK "mailto:franco.rosa@dbea.uniud.it" mailto:franco.rosa@dbea.uniud.it

EC newsletter on agriculture
Commission launches e-mail digest on agriculture: The European Commission's Directorate-General for Agriculture has launch a new e-mail service. This newsletter will provide its subscribers with news about EU agriculture and the Commission's activities in this field.
In order to take advantage of this free service, all interested parties can subscribe to the news digest mailing list via internet. At present, this service is available only in English.
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/commissioners/fischler/mail_en.htm" http://europa.eu.int/comm/commissioners/fischler/mail_en.htm

The Handbook of Pest Management in Agriculture
Two volumes by David Pimentel, published by the C.R.C.Press International
Contact: Book Club International
HYPERLINK "mailto:bciwbc@yahoo.com" mailto:bciwbc@yahoo.com

Swiss agricultural research
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.sar.admin.ch/fr/index.htm" http://www.sar.admin.ch/fr/index.htm

Friendly Farm Club
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.friendlyfarmclub.com/" http://www.friendlyfarmclub.com/

European Union Concerted Action DOLPHINS about Origin Labelled Products
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.origin-food.org/" http://www.origin-food.org/
Contact : Claire TAROT
HYPERLINK "mailto:tarot@lemans.inra.fr" mailto:tarot@lemans.inra.fr

The Diffuse Project Home Page (for ICT people only)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.diffuse.org/" http://www.diffuse.org/

Pre- registration of  your unique .NAME domain for only $10 (plus applicable registry fees): A trap?
The .NAME domain appears in the format: FirstName.LastName.NAME
For example, if your name is Monica Smith, then you can register a name such as monica.smith.name
Technology experts predict that personalised domain names will soon be used as international identifiers much the same was that phone numbers are used today.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.namesforeveryone.com/" http://www.namesforeveryone.com 

New extensions: .biz, .info, and .name: Another trap?
The new top-level domain names are now available to the general public Priced at only $24.95, the best names are expected to be snapped up quickly.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.interniconline.com/" http://www.interniconline.com.

Two blondes
Two blondes are in heaven: One blond says to another, "How did you die"? "I froze to death," says the second. "That's awful" says the first blonde. "How does it feel to freeze to death? 

"It's very uncomfortable at first," says the second blonde. "You get the shakes, and you get pains in all your fingers and toes, but eventually, it's a very calm way to go. You get numb and you kind of drift off, as if you're sleeping."

"How about you, how did you die?" asked the second blonde.
"I had a heart attack," says the first blonde.
"You see I knew my husband was cheating on me, so one day I showed up at home unexpectedly. I ran up to the bedroom, and found him alone watching TV. I ran to the basement, but no one was hiding there either. I ran to the second floor, but no one was hiding there either. I ran as fast as I could to the attic, and just as I got there, I had a massive heart attack and died.
The second blonde shakes her head. "What a pity... if you had only looked in the freezer, we'd both still be alive.
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How to subscribe/unsubscribe the WCCA list server (World Congress of Computers in Agriculture and Natural Resources)

To subscribe, send e-mail LISTSERV@LISTS.IFAS.UFL.EDU With only the following line in the body of the message:

subscribe wcca-l YourFirstName YourLastName

Due to security reason, you will be asked to confirm your subscription within 48h.

To unsubscribe from the list, send mail to LISTSERV@LISTS.IFAS.UFL.EDU with only the following line in the body of the message:

signoff ufcss-l

Note that when unsubscribing, you must send mail from the same email address you sent to WCCA.

International Network for Family Poultry Development (INFPD)
This network, which started as the African Network for Rural Poultry Development (ANRPD), was set up during the International Workshop on Rural Poultry Development in Africa held in November 1989 in Ile-Ife, Nigeria. The name was changed to INFPD at the ANRPD General Meeting, which took place in M’Bour, Senegal, in December 1997. INFPD is mainly an Information Exchange Network. One of the objectives of the INFPD is to encourage higher standards that can sustainably increase the productivity of the family poultry sub-sector’s. This will be achieved through providing advice and collecting data and detailed information about family poultry production systems. Information is disseminated through a trilingual (English, French and Spanish) newsletter, which is produced twice a year and distributed electronically with a printed version for members without e-mail facilities.
Voir : http://www.fao.org/ag/aga/agap/lpa/fampo1/fampo.htm 

Analysis of the Impact on Agricultural Markets and Incomes of EU Enlargement to the CEECs
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/publi/reports/ceecimpact/index_en.htm" http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/publi/reports/ceecimpact/index_en.htm

Pastoralism in the new millennium
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eldis.ids.ac.uk/pastoralism/" http://www.eldis.ids.ac.uk/pastoralism/

"BioControl 2003, from Science to Practice" - IBMA World Congress
Beziers, France - 28-30 April, 2003
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ibma.ch" www.ibma.ch under "events"
Contact : Bernard BLUM
HYPERLINK "mailto:agrometrix.blum@balcab.ch" mailto:agrometrix.blum@balcab.ch

Dutch rural web community
platteland.nl is a web community of people involved with rural development and innovation in the Netherlands. As a result of this, all functionality of this site as well as the activities that take place are in Dutch. However, background and other information is available in English.
If you click on "English" and than "Tour" the functionality of this platform for discussions about rural areas ('platteland' in Dutch) will be shown to you.
Several national organisations (such as 'women of rural areas', society for small villages) are interested in using this site and Leader+ will gets its own 'corridor'. Platteland.nl is also interested in international cooperation.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.platteland.nl/" http://www.platteland.nl/
Contact Jan IZAKS
HYPERLINK "mailto:jiz@stoas.nl" mailto:jiz@stoas.nl

Towards a worlwide organisation of ICT for agriculture?
A group is working to create a worldwide organisation of ICT for agriculture. The next meeting of this group will take place Wednesday, July 31, 6-8pm at the next session of CIGR section VII in Chicago.
Contact: Nick AGRIMIS (CIGR)
HYPERLINK "mailto:n.sigrimis@computer.org" mailto:n.sigrimis@computer.org

Useful acronyms
- WCCA: World Congress of Computers in Agriculture and Natural Resources
- AFITA: Asian Federation for Information Technology in Agriculture
- ASAE: American Society of Agricultural Engineers 
- CIGR: Conseil International du Génie Rural
- EFITA: European Federation for Information Technology in Agriculture, Food and the Environment
- SBIAgro: Brazilian Association for Information Technology in Agriculture
- WFEO: World Federation of Engineering Organizations 
Contact: Gerhard SCHIEFER
HYPERLINK "mailto:schiefer@uni-bonn.de" mailto:schiefer@uni-bonn.de

European Livestock Policy Evaluation
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.macaulay.ac.uk/elpen/index1.htm" http://www.macaulay.ac.uk/elpen/index1.htm

The agricultural, ecological and socio-economic importance of extensive livestock farming in Europe
See: http://www.sac.ac.uk/envsci/external/Pastoral/default.htm

EU Fonctionnaire's wish list
An EU fonctionnaire was cleaning out his attic, and found a strange looking lamp. He thought it would look good on the mantelpiece, so started polishing it. A puff of smoke, and out popped a genie, who said "I will grant you three wishes".
The fonctionnaire thought for a second, then said "I want to be tall, tanned and full of muscles". The genie waved his hand, and POOF, the man looked like Adonis. He checked himself out in the mirror, smiling and flexing his muscles.
"For my second wish, I want to be on a beautiful South Pacific island, surrounded by sexy women, all lusting for me". Again, POOF, and he was transported instantly to a lush island, with fantastic women rubbing all over his muscular body.
The genie reappeared, and said "what about your third wish?" The man thought a bit, then said "I want never to have to work again." A wave of the genie's hand, and POOF...he was back in his office!!
Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
 Paris, 30 May 2002
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Internet for French Agriculture, Food Industries and Rural areas: present situation and perspectives
21st AGRIMMEDIA seminar - Paris - 27 June - from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Contact: Guy Waksman
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr

Archives of previous AGRIMMEDIA seminars (mostly in French)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr" http://www.acta-informatique.fr
- > Produits et services. Dossiers.
- > Les dossiers d'ACTA Informatique
- > Les dossiers de presse de nos manifestations

Wanted: List of Ag Newsletters in Europe and elsewhere!
Please, send me the list of Ag newsletters that you know. Thanks.
Contact: Rolf A.E. Mueller
HYPERLINK "mailto:raem@agric-econ.uni-kiel.de" mailto:raem@agric-econ.uni-kiel.de


Milk prices in Europe and elsewhere!
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.milkprices.nl" http://www.milkprices.nl

International Farm Management Association (IFMA) - 13th congress 
Feed the World – Please the Consumer – Maintain the Environment
July 7-12, 2002 in The Netherlands
See:  "http://www.ifma.nl/"http://www.ifma.nl/
Contact : Ruud HUIRNE
HYPERLINK "mailto:ruud.huirne@alg.abe.wau.nl" mailto:ruud.huirne@alg.abe.wau.nl

Scenarios for co-existence of genetically modified, conventional and organic crops in European agriculture
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.jrc.cec.eu.int/download/GMCrops_coexistence.pdf" http://www.jrc.cec.eu.int/download/GMCrops_coexistence.pdf

Newsletter about forest certification
Forest certification is an important instrument to halt and reverse the loss and degradation of the world's forests. WWF works with governments, industry, local communities and consumers to encourage sustainable forest management around the world.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.panda.org/resources/programmes/epo/forests/forests.cfm" http://www.panda.org/resources/programmes/epo/forests/forests.cfm 

Call for Chicago meeting: towards a world-wide organisation on IT for agriculture?
...I am sure there will be a lot of thinking on this, especially from the side of the structured Engineering Associations for Agriculture (ASAE, CIGR, EurAgEng etc), as IT holds today a major part of their activity, as it is true for almost anything on IT. These organisations hold a key to this subject and that is the fact that most "accepted" IT applications are through their other application fields (i.e. irrigation, greenhouses, animal houses, machinery, post-harvest processes). That is, IT runs horizontally through all other sections, and this fact needs a well balanced proposal for co-operation.
CIGR_IT_section business meeting in Chicago will be open to ANYBODY on July 31, 6-8pm (room to be announced). I will make sure to arrange the Agenda for our subject and allocate time 6.00-6.40 for section's other business, and 6.45-8.00 a panel discussion on "the possibilities for a world-wide organisation on ITA". In this, I will call 6 speakers (WCCA, ASAE, CIGR, EurAgEng, EFITA, AFITA) to present, for 10 minutes each, their proposal, representing their Organisation position on a UNITA, and leave 20 minutes for interaction. The minutes will be disseminated.
Contact: Nick SIGRIMIS
HYPERLINK "mailto:n.sigrimis@computer.org" mailto:n.sigrimis@computer.org


Last illusions
A father asked his 10 year old son if he knew about the birds and the bees.

"I don't want to know!" the child said, bursting into tears.
"Promise me you won't tell me."

Confused, the father asked what was wrong.

"Oh dad," the boy sobbed, "When I was 6 I got the 'There's no Santa' speech.

At 7, I got the 'There's no Easter Bunny' speech.

When I was 8, you hit me with the 'There's no tooth fairy' speech.

Now if you tell me that grown-ups don't really shag each other, I'll have nothing left to live for."

Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
 Paris, 24 June 2002
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Internet for French Agriculture, Food Industries and Rural areas: present situation and perspectives
21st AGRIMMEDIA seminar - Paris - 27 June - from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr

An Integrated Approach to Designing the Agriculture of the Future
4th European Conference on Precision Agriculture (4ECPA)
1st European Conference on Precision Livestock Farming(1ECPLF)
Berlin - June 15- 18, 2003
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ecpa-berlin.org" http://www.ecpa-berlin.org
Contact: Andreas JARFE
HYPERLINK "mailto:ajarfe@zalf.de" mailto:ajarfe@zalf.de

Newsletter about forest certification
PEFC is adopted in a majority of European countries by governments, forest owners and forest industry.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.pefc.org/" http://www.pefc.org/
Contact: Antti PELTOLA
HYPERLINK "mailto:antti.peltola@sci.fi" mailto:antti.peltola@sci.fi

FarmBill 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.usda.gov/farmbill/" http://www.usda.gov/farmbill/

e-Learning Survey
Join with Europe’s training community to benchmark eLearning adoption for the second year and help to provide real data on the actual supply and use of eLearning in training for and at the workplace in companies, public organisations, training institutes, HE and FE. This year, we’ve extended the survey to countries in Central and Eastern Europe as well as all EU and EFTA countries. Available in English, French, German, Spanish and Italian, the survey only takes a few minutes to complete online and by completing it, you will help to gather valid and independent data on eLearning. A free summary report of the results will be posted on the ETV ( "http://www.trainingvillage.gr/"www.trainingvillage.gr/) in September and the complete report will be available from Bizmedia, the publishers of e.learning age (HYPERLINK http://www.elearningage.co.uk http://www.elearningage.co.uk).
Just click here to be taken straight to the survey HYPERLINK "http://infopoll.net/Live/surveys/s17300.htm" http://infopoll.net/Live/surveys/s17300.htm
Contact: Jane MASSY
HYPERLINK "mailto:jane.massy@iomartdsl.com" mailto:jane.massy@iomartdsl.com

Expert meeting on modeling tools for the ex post evaluation of the CAP (Brussels, 1 July 2002) 
DG Agriculture carries out regular evaluations of measures applicable to the Common Agricultural Policy. The purpose of the evaluations is to provide policy relevant information on the effectiveness and efficiency of measures included in the Common Market Organisations.
Experience with previous evaluations has shown the potential advantages of using modelling tools in these exercises. Counterfactual analysis can contribute substantially to an analysis of the effectiveness and efficiency of the measures for the different agricultural sectors. 
The same - still - limited experience has also revealed that only few models exist that suit the specific ex post simulation needs without adaptation, e.g. because they do not include all instruments that the evaluations need to deal with, or because they do not provide regional results. Furthermore, modeling of rural development and environmental impacts is still in relative short supply. Usually modeling tools are developed and used for prospective purposes, and it seems that developing suitable tools for ex post evaluations merits a special effort.
In order to exchange views and experiences on these problems and challenges, Directorate-General for Agriculture organises an expert meeting on agricultural economic modeling in Brussels on the 1st of July 2002.
The purpose of the meeting is to exchange views on modeling approaches and tools that exist or are under development with a view to their applicability to ex post evaluation, and to inform researches and institutes active in this field about the need for further work in this area. The discussions will look separately at the application of modeling tools for the simulation of impacts on market phenomena (prices, demand, supply), on the impacts on revenues and rural development, and on environmental impacts.
Persons working in the area of agricultural modeling who are willing to contribute to the above discussion are invited to express their interest in participating in the meeting. 
In case you are willing to participate, please send a request with a short CV to the contact person HYPERLINK "mailto:andreas.kolodziejak@cec.eu.int" andreas.kolodziejak@cec.eu.int, indicating which type of modeling (market impacts, incomes and rural development, or modeling of environmental impacts) you think you could best contribute to. 
Inquiries can be made by HYPERLINK "mailto:andreas.kolodziejak@cec.eu.int" e-mail, telephone (+32 2 29 95221) or fax (+32 2 29 64267).


eBusiness and eWork 2002
Prague – The Czech Republic – 16 – 18 October 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ebew.net" http://www.ebew.net


Looking at water
Valmiki the Poet looked down into the water held cupped in his hand and saw into the past. Before he looked, he thought the world was sweet poison. Men seemed to be living in lies, not knowing where their ways went. The days seemed made of ignorance and doubt, and cast from deception and illusion. But in the water he saw - a dream, a chance, and a great adventure. Valmiki trusted the True and forgot the rest; he found the whole universe like a bright jewel set firm in forgiving and held fast by love. (Ramayana by William Buck, the story of the legends and myths of India)


Wacky Sayings

Money is not everything. There's Mastercard & Visa.

Save water. Shower with your girl friend.

Love the neighbour. But don't get caught.

Behind every successful man, there is a woman. And behind every unsuccessful man, there are two.

Every man should marry. After all, happiness is not the only thing in life.

The wise never marry. And when they marry they become otherwise.

Success is a relative term. It brings so many relatives.

Love is photogenic. It needs darkness to develop.

Children in backseats cause accidents and accidents in backseats cause children

"Your future depends on your dreams". So go to sleep.

There should be a better way to start day than waking up every morning.

"Hard work never killed anybody" But why take the risk!

"Work fascinates me" I can look at it for hours!

God made relatives; Thank God we can choose our friends.

When two's company, three's the result!

A dress is like a barbed fence. It protects the premises without restricting the view.

The more you learn, the more you know, The more you know, the more you forget The more you forget, the less you know So why bother to learn.
 Paris, 28 June 2002
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EFITA 2003 Conference - First announcement - Call for proposal
Debrecen-Budapest, Hungary - 5-9 July 2003

Invitation
We are pleased to invite you to the 4th EFITA Conference, which will take place between 5-9 July 2003 at Debrecen and Budapest, Hungary.

Topics are as follows
01 - Expert and Decision Support Systems
02 - Internet/Networking Applications, E-services
03 - E-commerce/E-business
04 - Information Systems
05 - IT Economics
06 - Production Chain Support
07 - GIS/RS applications
08 - Extension support systems
09 - Strategies/Policy
10 - Farm management
11 - Education/Training
12 - Sustainable Agriculture and IT
13 - Precision Agriculture
14 - Quality Management and Food Safety Control
 
Structure of the conference
July 5: EFITA Workshops (Proposals can be sent by E-mail: efita2003@date.hu)
- Developing the activities of EFITA
- Information policies in the European Union
- Discussion on the National Member Organizations of EFITA
-  New initiatives
- Establishing EFITA working groups
- Developing EFITA information technologies (EFITA portal)
July 7-9: The conference will include plenary sessions, parallel working group sessions, poster sessions and exhibition.

The Conference will feature a unique combination of 2 elements:

1. Mainstream Conference
It gives room for a broad spectrum of themes related to the design development and use of IT systems in and for the agri-food sector.
It will include plenary sessions, parallel working group sessions, poster sessions, and computer demonstrations. A plenary session will focus on the continuing challenge on how sector activities in information and communication systems can contribute to efforts to reach and secure for the agri-food sector.

2. Conference Symposia
The conference symposia are small conferences in their own right but within the EFITA conference. They address specific interest groups and focus on applications of information and communication systems in specific areas. Conference symposia will be organised according to up-to-date matters of interest. Propositions are welcome. Each symposium should be opened by a keynote address followed by its own line of contributed papers.

Conference topics
01 - Expert and Decision Support Systems - Co-ordinator: Paul Nelson
02 - Internet/Networking Applications, E-services - Co-ordinator: Miguel de Castro Neto
03 - E-commerce/E-business - Co-ordinator: Andy Offer
04 - Information Systems - Co-ordinator: Mick Harkin
05 - IT Economics - Co-ordinator: Guido Bonati
06 - Production Chain Support - Co-ordinator: Arnold Bregt
07 - GIS/RS applications - Co-ordinator: Gabor Remetey-Fulopp
08 - Extension support systems - Co-ordinator: Ehud Gelb
09 - Strategies/Policy - Co-ordinator: Guy Waksman
10 - Farm management - Co-ordinator: Nils Toft
11- Education/Training - Co-ordinator: Miklos Herdon
12 - Sustainable Agriculture and IT - Co-ordinator: Christian Noell
13 - Precision Agriculture - Co-ordinator: Tamas Nemeth
14 - Quality Management and Food Safety Control - Co-ordinator: Gerhard Schiefer

Conference Language: English

Registration
Early registrations sent electronically through the conference web site or by e-mail to conference organising committee are welcome (HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003/" http://www.date.hu/efita2003/). Deadline of early registration: 30 April 2003.
The conference fee includes workshop costs, all conference materials, welcome reception, lunches, dinners, coffee, tee and scheduled excursions during the conference.

EFITA Membership
Authors of papers must be members of EFITA or its national member associations. Non-member authors receive member status for the conference period through their registration (380 EURO). 


Deadlines and registrations fees in Euro
EFITA Member
Before 30 Apr 2003: 380
After 30 Apr 2003: 450

Non-member
Before 30 Apr 2003: 430
After 30 Apr 2003: 500

Student
Before 30 Apr 2003: 190
After 30 Apr 2003: 220

Workshop: included in the registration fee

Accompanying person
Before 30 Apr 2003: 130
After 30 Apr 2003: 180

Deadlines
Abstracts: October 15, 2002 
Full papers: January 30, 2003
Early registration: April 30, 2003
Late poster abstract registration: May 15, 2003

Preliminary programme
July 5, 2003: EFITA Workshop (Budapest)
July 6, 2003: Sightseeing in Budapest, travelling to Eger and Debrecen
July 7-9, 2003: EFITA 2003 Conference (Debrecen)

Call for contributions and abstracts for the Conference
Papers, posters are requested for all the listed subject areas and related fields. Participants, who wish to make refereed and possibly oral presentations are requested to send an abstract of between 300 and 600 words. The form on the Conference Web site (HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003/" http://www.date.hu/efita2003/) should be filled. If you have any problems please send your mail to the secretariat (HYPERLINK "mailto:efita2003@date.hu" efita2003@date.hu).

See: HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003" http://www.date.hu/efita2003

Managerial experience
The manager of a large corporation got a heart attack, and the doctor told him to go for several weeks to a farm to relax.
The guy went to a farm, and after a couple of days he was very bored, and he asked the farmer to give him some job to do. The farmer told him to clean the sh*t of the cows. The farmer thought that to somebody coming from the city, working the whole life sitting in an office, it will take over a week to finish the job, but for his surprise the manager finished the job in less than one day.
The next day the farmer gave to the manager a more difficult job: to cut the heads of 500 chickens. The farmer was sure that the manager will not be able to do the job, but at the end of the day the job was done.
The next morning, as most of the jobs in the farm were done, the farmer asked the manager to divide a bag of potatoes in two boxes: one box with small potatoes, and one box with big potatoes.
At the end of the day the farmer saw that the manager was sitting in front of the potatoes bag, but the 2 boxes were empty.
The farmer asked the manager: How is that you made such difficult jobs during the first days, and now you cannot do this simple job?
The manager answered:
Listen, all my life I'm cutting heads and dealing with sh*t, but now you ask me to take decisions...
Contact: Ian HOUSEMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.houseman@urlp.org.ua" mailto:ian.houseman@urlp.org.ua

