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Green Internet in France
In March 2002 the number of French people connected to the Internet from home was over 7 millions for only 4,7 millions one year before. The potential for further increase was estimated as important by the Internet Access Providers since this number increased of more than 700000 every last trimester.
In 2000, the number of farmers using a PC was over 130000 and it is estimated that this number is over 150000 in 2002, and that a least one third of them are connected to the Internet (source: pleinchamp.com - Credit Agricole). This estimation is not far ahead from this one by two major information providers web-agri.fr and terre-net.fr.
When around 15 % of full time farmers are connected to the Internet, a quarter of sugar beet producers are connected (source: CGB).
French farmers are more and more connected and more and more surfing on the web too. For the last three years the number of connections is increasing from 3 to 8 on sites like web-agri.fr and terre-net.fr.
There are two user profiles:
- "technical "farmers" (small farms, older farmers) who look for simple and precise information and very technical data related to their professional activities,
- "businessmen" farmers (larger farms, younger farmers) who look for information from a diversity of sources to support their decisions (source: pleinchamp.com - Crédit Agricole).
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


 The four "big" green French web sites (number of visits per month)
pleinchamp.com : 44 000 (May)
lafranceagricole.com : 57 000 (May)
web-agri.fr : 62 000 (June / Estat)
terre-net.fr : 75 000 (January / Estat)
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Archive of "Du cote du web et de l'informatique agricole", the ACTA Informatique newsletter (in French) distributed to more than 18200 subscribers
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr" http://www.acta-informatique.fr
Chapter: Produits et services. Dossiers / Les dossiers d'ACTA Informatique / La compilation de la gazette "Du coté du web et de l'informatique agricole"


Archive of the efita newsletter for the first semester 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr" http://www.acta-informatique.fr
Chapter: Produits et services. Dossiers / Les dossiers d'ACTA Informatique / La compilation des gazettes EFITA


File of the 21st AGRIMMEDIA seminar (27 June 2002)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr" http://www.acta-informatique.fr
Chapter: Produits et services. Dossiers / Les dossiers d'ACTA Informatique / Les dossiers de presse de nos manifestations


International Conference on Plant Genetic Resources in Agricultural and Environmental Sustainability
Cambridge, UK, 21-23 August 2002
The aim of the conference is to generate debate on the issues involved with developments that will impact on our ability to deliver food production systems to ensure both the economic viability of the agricultural industry, and acceptable environmental consequences.
Day 1: Sustainability
Day 2: Plant Genetic Resources
Day 3: Technologies
Supported by: International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI), Unilever R&D Colworth and Syngenta
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.niab.com" http://www.niab.com
Contact: Mary McPhee
HYPERLINK "mailto:mary.mcphee@niab.com" mailto:mary.mcphee@niab.com


Congress of the European Association for Potato Research
Hamburg - 14th to 19th July 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eapr-2002.de/" http://www.eapr-2002.de/


"Balancing Food and Environmental Security-A Continuing Challenge"
Second International Agronomy Congress organised by the Indian Society of Agronomy - New Delhi - 26-30 November 2002.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrosoc.com/" www.agrosoc.com
Contact : I.P.S. AHLAWAT
HYPERLINK "mailto:ipsahlaw@nda.vsnl.net.in" mailto:ipsahlaw@nda.vsnl.net.in


In a bar…
A fellow turned to a woman sitting beside him in a bar and said: "Drinking makes you look beautiful, darling."

She looked a little surprised and answered, "But I haven't had a drink yet."

He smiled and said, "No, but I have!"
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22nd AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "Vineyard, Vine, computers and Internet" organised with vitisphere.com (in French)
To register: HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr/actu.htm" http://www.acta-informatique.fr/actu.htm
Paris - MNE – Jeudi 10 October 2002 from 2 p.m to 6 p.m.
Room A - Maison Nationale des Eleveurs, 149, rue de Bercy, Paris 12ème, Métro Gare de Lyon or Bercy ; RER : Gare de Lyon (100 participants only).
Cost: 60 Euros to pay to ACTA Informatique. An invoice will be sent.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


More figures: Numbers of subscribers of the main French agricultural newsletters
- acta-informatique.fr: 18 300
- web-agri.fr: 9 000
- terre-net.fr: 17 000 (March 2002)
- agrisalon.com and lafranceagricole.com: unknown
Note that in the last efita newsletter, I gave the total number of visits made by users, some of them visiting more than once a month.


EFITA mailing list
This newsletter is sent to 1536 people.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


CAIS Electronic Networking Workshop
Regional Coordinators of the Caribbean Agricultural Science and Technology Network System (PROCICARIBE Network) came together on 24 May for a one day training workshop in Trinidad, West Indies. This training workshop on “Electronic Networking: making the best use of electronic forums” was organised by the Caribbean Agricultural Information Service (CAIS). The resource persons were Samuel Inniss, Senior Agricultural Assistant from the Ministry of Agriculture, Barbados and Pat Thomson, CAIS Consultant. The objective of the workshop was to demonstrate the key features of electronic groups available to support the use of electronic means for communicating and exchanging information among network members. At the end of the workshop the Regional Coordinators and the PROCICARIBE Secretariat agreed to set up an electronic group to improve communication among members. The CAIS Secretariat acknowledges the financial support of the ACP EU Technical Centre for Agriculture and Rural Cooperation (CTA) for the hosting of this workshop.
See: HYPERLINK http://www.caisnet.org http://www.caisnet.org 
Contact : Kelly Belgrove
HYPERLINK "mailto:infocentre@cardi.org" mailto:infocentre@cardi.org


Geographical information systems by PROGIS Software AG
PROGIS Software AG is one of the very few European suppliers of Geographical information systems. With the main product "HYPERLINK "http://www.progis.com/English/technology/produkte.htm" WinGIS" we have developed an open and user-friendly system, that is already ten thousand fold in practical use. The link to applications was done via standard interfaces (ActiveX). Due to the initiative of PROGIS, the first Austrian Geomatic college has been set up at our headquarter area of the company and guarantees well-educated specialists for the future.

Besides system development we focussed to the following vertical market segments:
- Agriculture and forestry
- Community management
- Pipeline management (oil, gas, water, waste water, etc.)

All available applications have been adjusted to customer benefits as well as to existing and scheduled legal requirements.
 
Examples of applications:
+ HYPERLINK "http://www.progis.com/English/ecology/agroffice_nav.htm" AGROffice - the complete planning and protocolling solution for agriculture and forestry
+ HYPERLINK "http://www.progis.com/English/ecology/digitale_hofkarte1.htm" WinMAP LT agro map - the intelligent map
+ HYPERLINK "http://www.progis.com/English/ecology/zrsv.htm" Sugar beet harvest logistics - Harvest logistics by means of EDP and GIS
+ HYPERLINK "http://www.progis.com/English/ecology/forestry.htm" WinGIS Forest - Forest management system
+ HYPERLINK "http://www.progis.com/English/smart_community/smart_community.asp" WinGIS Community - Community information system
+ HYPERLINK "http://www.progis.com/English/pipeline/pipeline.asp" WinGIS PipeGIS - Pipeline management system

We are looking for competent, sales- and/or licence partners and would be glad to provide you with more detailed information to ease your decision.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.progis.com/deutsch/support/fragebogen_e.htm" http://www.progis.com/deutsch/support/fragebogen_e.htm 
Contact : DI Walter H. MAYER
HYPERLINK "mailto:mayer@progis.com" mailto:mayer@progis.com


Stay Zen
In Japan, they have replaced the impersonal and unhelpful Microsoft error messages with Haiku poetry messages. Haiku has strict construction rules - each poem has only 17 syllables; 5 syllables in the first line, 7 in the second, 5 in the third. Here are 16 actual error messages from Japan... the essence of Zen:

Your file was so big.
It might be very useful.
But now it is gone.
----------------------------------
The Web site you seek
Cannot be located, but
Countless more exist.
----------------------------------
Chaos reigns within.
Reflect, repent, and reboot.
Order shall return.
----------------------------------
Program aborting:
Close all that you have worked on.
You ask far too much.
----------------------------------
Windows NT crashed.
I am the Blue Screen of Death.
No one hears your screams.
----------------------------------
Yesterday it worked.
Today it is not working.
Windows is like that.
----------------------------------
First snow, then silence.
This thousand-dollar screen dies
So beautifully.
----------------------------------
Three things are certain:
Death, taxes, and lost data.
Guess which has occurred.
----------------------------------
Seeing my great fault
Through darkening blue windows
I begin again
----------------------------------
The code was willing,
It considered your request,
But the chips were weak.
----------------------------------
Errors have occurred.
We won't tell you where or why.
Lazy programmers.
----------------------------------
Server's poor response
Not quick enough for browser.
Timed out, plum blossom
----------------------------------

Contact: Mathieu CORTYL
HYPERLINK "mailto:mathieu.cortyl@biomingti.com" mailto:mathieu.cortyl@biomingti.com
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23 rd conference of the Gesellschaft für Informatik in der Land-, Forst- und Ernährungswirtschaft
Society for Informatics in agriculture, forestry and food industry
Dresden - 18. - 20. September 2002
See:  "http://www.agrarinformatik.de/"http://www.agrarinformatik.de/
Contact: Prof. Dr. Karl Wild
HYPERLINK "mailto: wild@pillnitz.htw-dresden.de" mailto: wild@pillnitz.htw-dresden.de


- The Broadband Difference: How online Americans' behavior changes with high-speed Internet connections at home
- Search Engines: A Pew Internet Project Data Memo
Search engines have become an indispensable utility for Internet users. More than eight in ten American Internet users have gone to search engines to find information on the Web. More than one in four U.S. Internet users - about 33 million adults - present queries on search engines on a typical day.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.pewinternet.org/index.asp" http://www.pewinternet.org/index.asp


EC point of view about the CAP
-> Mid-Term Review of the Common Agricultural Policy
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/mtr/comdoc_en.pdf" http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/mtr/comdoc_en.pdf

-> Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament: "Towards sustainable farming" Commission presents EU farm policy mid-term review
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/1026|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display=" http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/1026|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display=


Knowledge Management for eCommerce & eWork
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.cordis.lu/ist/ka2/al12.htm" http://www.cordis.lu/ist/ka2/al12.htm


And what’s the French word for “Je ne sais quoi?”

The London Times
Diary 
July 09, 2002

Tony Blair’s special relationship with George W. Bush is under considerable strain. Blair has started telling disparaging anecdotes about the President. Baroness Williams of Crosby recalled a story told to her by “my good friend Tony Blair” recently in Brighton. Blair, Bush and Jacques Chirac were discussing economics and, in particular, the decline of the French economy. “The problem with the French,” Bush confided in Blair, “is that they don’t have a word for entrepreneur.”

See: HYPERLINK "http://www.msnbc.com/news/752664.asp?0si=-" http://www.msnbc.com/news/752664.asp?0si=-

Corporate Lesson 1

A man is getting into the shower just as his wife is finishing up her shower when the doorbell rings. After a few seconds of arguing over which one should go and answer the doorbell, the wife gives up, quickly wraps herself up in a towel and runs downstairs.

When she opens the door, there stands Bob, the next door neighbour. Before she says a word, Bob says,"I'll give you 800 dollars to drop that towel that you have on." 

After thinking for a moment, the woman drops her towel and stands naked in front of Bob.

After a few seconds, Bob hands her 800 dollars and leaves. Confused, but excited about her good fortune, the woman wraps back up in the towel and goes back upstairs.

When she gets back to the bathroom, her husband asks from the shower "Who was that?

"It was Bob the next door neighbour," she replies.

"Great," the husband says, "did he say anything about the 800 dollars he owes me?"

MORAL OF THE STORY:

If you share critical information pertaining to credit and risk in time with your stakeholders, you may be in a position to prevent avoidable Exposure!

Contact: Bob GREENSMITH
HYPERLINK "mailto:bob.greensmith@cibasc.com" mailto:bob.greensmith@cibasc.com
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National Soil Tilth Laboratory
The National Soil Tilth Laboratory is one of USDA-Agricultural Research Service's network of research laboratories across the United States. NSTL is unique in its efforts to address the interaction between agricultural management practices and the resultant effect on environmental and soil quality.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.nstl.gov/" http://www.nstl.gov/
Contact: Tom Colvin
HYPERLINK "mailto:colvin@nstl.gov" mailto:colvin@nstl.gov


International Institute for Beet Research
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.iirb.org" http://www.iirb.org


Grain legumes for sustainable agriculture
Strasbourg (FR), 26 September 2002
When Europe questions the future of its Common Agricultural Policy, it would be helpful to consider some minor arable crops which are little grown in the EU today but, nevertheless offer some answers to the demands of society, regarding both environment, food safety and quality. These crops are grain legumes, such as peas, lupins, faba beans and also chickpeas and lentils.
Why should we grow more grain legumes? How do these crops benefit the environment and economic farm sustainability? Why should we eat more pulses? What are the benefits of these raw materials for animal feed? 
Answers will be provided to many of these questions by scientists, technicians and industrialists gathered in Strasbourg (France) on 26 September for a Dissemination event entitled ‘Grain legumes for sustainable agriculture’. 
This special day is being organised for the public release of important findings resulting from the European project LINK (Legume Interactive Network) which has been coordinated by the European Association for Grain Legume Research (AEP).
See :  "http://www.grainlegumes.com/"http://www.grainlegumes.com/
Contact: Anne SCHNEIDER
 "mailto:a.schneider-aep@prolea.com"mailto:a.schneider-aep@prolea.com


New White Paper: AKUTER® Enterprise, Adaptive Learning Management System Written by Jay Farhat PhD
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.akuter.com/AKUTER/files_download/AKUTER_White_Paper.pdf" http://www.akuter.com/AKUTER/files_download/AKUTER_White_Paper.pdf


The PROMETEUS e-learning Conference: "Improving learning through technology: Opportunities for all"
PARIS - 29th & 30th September 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.prometeus.org/index.cfm?PID=304&language=1" http://www.prometeus.org/index.cfm?PID=304&language=1


Subscribers of the efita mailing list in your countries

com -> 178
edu -> 60
gov -> 2
int -> 18
mil -> 1
net -> 22
org -> 51
au - Australia -> 14
at - Austria -> 27
be - Belgium -> 28
br - Brazil -> 29
bg - Bulgaria -> 4
bf - Burkina Faso -> 1
ca - Canada -> 10
cl - Chile -> 2
cr - Costa Rica -> 1
hr - Croatia -> 3
cz - Czech Republic -> 8
dk - Denmark -> 70
eg - Egypt -> 1
ee - Estonia -> 11
et - Ethiopia -> 1
fi - Finland -> 10
fr - France -> 145
ge - Georgia -> 1
de - Germany -> 189
gr - Greece -> 26
hk - Hong Kong -> 1
hu - Hungary -> 31
in - India -> 1
id - Indonesia -> 2
ie - Ireland -> 40
il - Israel -> 13
it - Italy -> 60
jp - Japan -> 36
za - Kazakhstan -> 4
kr - Korea -> 1
lv - Latvia -> 6
lb - Lebanon -> 1
lt - Lithuania -> 1
lu - Luxemburg -> 1
nl - Netherlands -> 65
nz - New-Zealand -> 18
ne - Niger -> 1
no - Norway -> 8
pk - Pakistan -> 1
pe - Peru -> 1
ph - Philippines -> 1
pl - Poland -> 15
pt - Portugal -> 54
ro - Romania -> 4
ru - Russian Federation -> 1
sn - Senegal -> 1
sg - Singapore -> 1
sk - Slovakia -> 5
si - Slovenia -> 6
es - Spain -> 66
se - Sweden -> 60
ch - Switzerland -> 14
th - Thailand -> 1
tr - Turkey -> 4
ug - Uganda -> 1
ua - Ukraine -> 1
uk - United Kingdom -> 100
uy - Uruguay -> 1
vn - Viet Nam -> 1
yu - Yugoslavia -> 3
Total -> 1545


RURAL WINS Roadmap IST-2001-39107: Broadband solutions and Applications for Rural Areas and Maritime Regions

0. ABSTRACT
The EU parliament (December 21st 2001) has declared Internet access a Universal right for European citizens but current discriminatory situation will only be gained if the involved agents jointly provide a solution which solves the problems found in rural development: users are more difficult (and expensive) to access by telecom infrastructures, the vast majority has lower income than the average, the local facilities and capabilities are scarcer than in urban areas.
Technology and socio-economic issues are to be tackled in order to solve this situation. Technology development need to be focused on wireless (radio, satellite,..) solutions which are capable to support knowledge management and creativity development among the rural areas communities.


1. SUMMARY
11. Objectives
This Thematic Network aims to build a strategic RTD roadmap developing a Information and Communication Technologies vision which will ensure the economically and technically feasible deployment of information and communications solutions for rural areas (including also maritime regions and islands).
The project will analyse: trends in technology development of equipment needed and foreseen; deployment of services which integrate the equipment; and knowledge management development which will allow the integration of the above for the globalised rural work and life environment.
The Thematic Network will analyse different scenarios of joint public and private initiatives and business models to be constituted in the near future. RURAL WINS solution will lower the discriminatory gap nowadays existing between rural and urban areas as regards broadband accessibility and applications deployment.
As a result a broad constituency will have been formed around the proposed Information Society business models.

12. Description of the Work
The Thematic Network has been designed to meet the compromise between the necessary participation from a wide typology of problem constituents and the needed efficiency to obtain results in a short period of time. This compromise has been met by nesting the project participants around three layers of contribution.

121. The inner layer or project consortium is formed by the contracting partners who will be responsible for developing the workshops preparatory work and who will represent the opinions of the different types of players. They form a complete subset of the constituency sample.

122. The outer layer is formed by the broad constituency with interest in the technology development of the rural world. This will include technology providers and integrators, consultancies, telecom operators, service providers, rural development agencies, local and national government, EC directorates and regulatory bodies. The participants in this layer will be identified by the partners and will be basically passive participants: they will receive information about the progress of the project, and will be the objective public of the dissemination activities. They may be projects consortia or individual organisations. They will be invited to become members of the Thematic network.

123. The intermediate layer is formed by a reduced sample of the outer layer. Its members will be selected by the contracting partners and will represent all the involved agents, and a significant part of the EU geography. They will be associated to contractors, will participate in project concertation meetings and will receive materials produced by the consortium partners. They will form the Thematic Network Membership. They will participate at their own expenses.


2. MILESTONES AND EXPECTED RESULTS
D1. Conclusions of concertation meeting on rural world current ICT situation.
D2. Conclusions of concertation meeting on ICT development for rural solutions.
D4.4 Web page with different access rights for consortium contractors, Thematic Network members, large constituency and Public at large
D5.1 The Roadmap for Rural ICTs. Draft version of complete document in Month 5.


3. PARTICIPANTS LIST
The role of the participants in this IP must bring together the following ones:
- Local Action Groups, which are formed by end users, civic and voluntary sector, local municipalities and local development agencies, and administration
- Rural SMEs and their associations, and other relevant User Groups (pe: Large firms with interests in rural economy)
- Technology intermediaries with a regional focus
- Telecom operators and service providers
- Equipment manufacturers
- Software developers and integrators


The partners involved in this thematic network are the following:

CO  - 1 - Euskaltel SA - E
P   - 2 - SES Multimedia SA - L
M   - 3 - Mta Sztaki. Szamitastechnikai es Automatizalasi Kutato Intezet. CARI Computer and Automation Institute - HU
P   - 4 - Power Lake Aktiebolag - SE
M   - 5 - Stepim Dell'ing. Antonino Paterno - I
P   - 6 - The National Microelectronic Applications Centre Ltd. - IE
M   - 7 - Kemi - Tornio Polytechnic - FI
P   - 8 - North West Labs Limited - IE
M   - 9 - Fagor Electronica S. Coop. - E
M  - 10 - Kommunförbundet Sörmland - SE
M  - 11 - Länsstyrelsen i Västerbottens Lan - SE
P  - 12 - Ceske centrum pro strategicka studia - CZ
M  - 13 - Apif Moviquity SA - E
M  - 14 - Braila chamber of commerce, industry and agriculture - Ro
M  - 15 - Polska Telefonia Cyfrowa Sp.zo.o. - Pl
P  - 16 - Iqsoft Intelligent Software Co. Ltd. - Hu
M  - 17 - Ingenierburo Scherer - D
P  - 18 - Telematic Social Netowrk - I
P  - 19 - VFWF Bremen e.V., - D
M  - 20 - Comunidad Autonoma Canaria - E
M  - 21 - Center For Research And Technology Hellas / Hellenic Institute of Transport - GR
M  - 22 - Senator für Bildung und Wissenschaft, Bremen - D
M  - 23 - Municipality of Marseille - FI
P  - 24 - Alfamicro  -  Sistemas de Computadores, Lda. - P
M  - 25 - Secretaria Regional da Educacao (Governo Regional da Madeira) - P
M  - 26 - Comune di Catania - I
M  - 27 - ITCC SA - GR
M  - 28 - Municipality of Hydra - GR
M  - 29 - Muncipal Development Organisaton of Muncipality of Zakynthos - GR
M  - 30 - Port of Thessaloniki S.A - GR

4. Contribution to programme / key action objectives

Rural Wins addresses the core issues of Key Action II as observed by the rural and island areas inhabitants. Technology solutions exist that provide a wide range of solutions to citizens in urban areas where technology has been designed to be technically and economically feasible due to the large concentration of users / payers who provide return for the necessary infrastructure. Technology has been designed taking urban business models into account. However, urban oriented solutions do not solve the rural areas problem of long distance between nucleus and between these and more or less isolated inhabitants. We observe that current technology deployment has not paid attention to one of the points in Key Action II declaration :

Specific attention will be paid to the social implications of new working methods, in particular their impact on equal opportunities and quality of life

This is still less socially justifiable since the strength of European technology developers in mobile solutions development has not been conveniently focused on the rural areas, one of the expanding sectors in EU, given the efforts to rebuild prior declining rural areas and to the adhesion of new countries with large population in rural areas.

"The aim is to develop information society technologies to enable European workers and enterprises, in particular SMEs, to increase their competitiveness in the global marketplace, whilst at the same time improving the quality of the individual's working life. This will be done through the use of information society technologies to provide the flexibility to be free from many existing constraints on both working methods and organisation, including those imposed by distance, time and language. Specific attention will be paid to the social implications of new working methods, in particular their impact on equal opportunities and quality of life. .." IST workprogramme.

Effectively incorporating rural population to the e-economy and e-society will directly impact the main objective for the next decade as set up by the 2000 Lisbon European council related to better jobs and a greater social cohesion within and amongst regions:
"To become the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world, capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion."

RURAL WINS answers also to the expected activities for Strategic roadmap actions bringing together research, business and user organisations with the aim of developing shared visions, scenarios and objectives. The Thematic Network will develop the vision based on the deep knowledge of the current situation and of the difficulties encountered when introducing the technologies as they are needed: efficiently and quickly, in a globalised economy which does not forgive laggards.

Regarding the technology areas, Rural Wins is directly involved and will have an impact in five of the six defined by the 2.1.2 Action Line:

- Future e-work systems, new workplace concepts incorporating innovative and distributed technologies to facilitate creativity and collaboration, to increase resource-use efficiency and to extend work opportunities to all, even in remote places;
- Organisations and e-business, e.g. technologies to support organisational co-operation and workflow in highly dynamic and mobile networks of businesses and public administrations; 
- Organisational knowledge management including context- and location-sensitive solutions 
- Next generation electronic and mobile commerce, 
- Models and scenarios to shape future policies

To address these areas, Rural Wins is collecting input and vision from stakeholders in the full rural technology life cycle, from policy makers to end users (citizens, rural holdings and SMEs) and their representatives. The geographically distributed consortium will assume the role of motivating the participation of a representative sample of the large constituency.
The purpose of Rural Wins is to provide background documents, forged with the participation of a wide constituency, which will generate knowledge about the implementation of e-commerce in the rural environment. They will also comment on the impact of the management of existing knowledge in rural communities to widen the dissemination of ICTs, and mutually the impact of ICTs on the dissemination of knowledge among separate rural areas.

During the 3FP the Telematics Applications Programme funded a number of rural oriented projects as part of the ORA initiative. This work, conducted during 1991-94, laid the basis for developments and initiatives in this area. Elements of the work were continued into FP4 under the TURA activity. Despite this initial promising start and irrespective of technology developments over the past decade, rural areas have become more marginalised in the context of telecoms provision and use. The gap between uptake and use between rural and urban areas has become more pronounced over the past decade partially because of a non focused technology development.

Contact: Ms. Leire Aginako, Mr. Fernando Andreu - EUSKALTEL S.A.
HYPERLINK "mailto:info@ruralwins.org" mailto:info@ruralwins.org, HYPERLINK "mailto:laginako@euskaltel.es" mailto:laginako@euskaltel.es , HYPERLINK "mailto:fandreu@euskaltel.es" mailto:fandreu@euskaltel.es


Useless answer?
A helicopter was flying around above Seattle yesterday when an electrical malfunction disabled all of the aircraft's electronic navigation and communications equipment. Due to the clouds and haze, the pilot could not determine the helicopter's position and course in order to steer to the airport.
The pilot saw a tall building, flew toward it, circled, drew a hand-written sign, and held it in the helicopter's window. The pilot's sign said, "WHERE AM I?" in large letters. People in the tall building quickly responded to the aircraft, drew a large sign, and held it in a building window. 
Their sign said, "YOU ARE IN A HELICOPTER.
The pilot smiled, waved, looked at his map, determined the course to steer to Seattle airport, and landed safely. After they were on the ground, the co-pilot asked the pilot how the "YOU ARE IN A HELICOPTER" sign helped determine their position.
The pilot responded 
"I knew that had to be the MICROSOFT building because, similar to their help-lines, they gave me a technically correct, but completely useless answer.
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ISAGRI, the European leader of ICT in Agriculture is recruiting commercial people in Germany, Netherlands, and Switzerland
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.isagri.fr" http://www.isagri.fr
Contact: Virginie TESTARD
HYPERLINK "mailto:vte@isagri.fr" mailto:vte@isagri.fr


European Precision Agriculture Service Providers Association: EPASPA
First meeting: Wednesday 27 November - London (UK) for the last day of the Smithfield Show, that begins on 24 November.
Contact : Marc VAN COILLIE
 "mailto:mvc@terre-net.fr"mailto:mvc@terre-net.fr


"Hedges News" dated July 2002
- announcement of a European congress on hedgerows landscapes organised on 16th and 17th of October 2002 in Cerizay (Western France) by ONCFS (Hunting and Wildlife Department of the French Ministry of Agriculture)
- presentation of the HEDGES booklet "planting and maintaining hedges in Europe" for our French readers
- Announcements, files and documents to download
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.foretpriveefrancaise.com/information/index.html?IDINFO=2123" http://www.foretpriveefrancaise.com/information/index.html?IDINFO=2123
Contact : Vincent TOURRET
HYPERLINK "mailto:vincent.tourret@foretpriveefrancaise.com" mailto:vincent.tourret@foretpriveefrancaise.com


American Agricultural Economics Association (AAEA)
28 - 31 July 2002 - Long Beach (California)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.aaea.org/meetings/aaea/2002/program.cfm" http://www.aaea.org/meetings/aaea/2002/program.cfm


Elearning 2002 
Join with Europe’s training community to benchmark eLearning adoption for the second year and help to provide real data on the actual supply and use of eLearning in training for and at the workplace in companies, public organisations, training institutes, HE and FE. This year, we’ve extended the survey to countries in Central and Eastern Europe as well as all EU and EFTA countries. Available in English, French, German, Spanish and Italian, the survey only takes a few minutes to complete online and by 
completing it, you will help to gather valid and independent data on eLearning. A free summary report of the results will be posted on the ETV (www.trainingvillage.gr/) in September and the complete report will be available from Bizmedia, the publishers of e.learning age (http://www.elearningage.co.uk).
See:
HYPERLINK "http://www2.trainingvillage.gr/etv/elearning/surveys/questions/2002_05_en.asp" http://www2.trainingvillage.gr/etv/elearning/surveys/questions/2002_05_en.asp


Never let it be said that I keep investment advice to myself!
If you had bought $1000.00 worth of Nortel stock one year ago, it would now be worth $49.00.
With Enron, you would have $16.50 of the original $1,000.00.
With Worldcom, you would have less than $5.00 left.
If you had bought $1,000.00 worth of Budweiser (the beer, not the stock) one year ago, drank all the beer, then turned in the bottles for a $0.10 deposit, you would have $214.00.

Based on the above, my current investment advice is to drink heavily and recycle.
 
Paris, 31 July 2002
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6th GSDI6 Conference: Global Spatial Data Infrastructure From Global to Local
Budapest - 16-19 September 2002.
The conference is sponsored by the European Commission. Senior decision makers of governments, industry, NGOs and academia from all continents will participate.
Keywords are: interoperability, technology support of policy implementation on global, regional and local level with special emphasis on environment, agriculture, disaster mitigation, UN-related tasks (sustainable development etc), global and regional mapping etc.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eurogi.org/gsdi6" http://www.eurogi.org/gsdi6, HYPERLINK "http://www.hunagi.hu" www.hunagi.hu, HYPERLINK "http://www.gsdi.org" www.gsdi.org
Contact: Dr.Gabor Remetey-Fulopp, member, GSDI Steering Committee, c/o Ministry of Agriculture 
HYPERLINK "mailto:eva@congress.hu" mailto:eva@congress.hu
Contact : Remetey Fülöpp Gábor
HYPERLINK "mailto:gabor.remetey@fvm.hu" mailto:gabor.remetey@fvm.hu


22nd AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "VVW = Vineyard, Vine, and Web" organised with vitisphere.com (in French)
To register: HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr/actu.htm" http://www.acta-informatique.fr/actu.htm
Paris - MNE – Jeudi 10 October 2002 from 2 p.m to 6 p.m.
Room A - Maison Nationale des Eleveurs, 149, rue de Bercy, Paris 12ème, Métro Gare de Lyon or Bercy ; RER : Gare de Lyon (100 participants only).
Cost: 60 Euros to pay to ACTA Informatique. An invoice will be sent.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


The Business of business (an old good updated joke)
A city boy, Andy, moved to the country and bought a donkey from an old farmer for $100. The farmer agreed to deliver the donkey the next day.
The next day, the farmer drove up and said, "Sorry, but I have some bad news. The donkey died."
"Well, then, just give me my money back."
"Can't do that. I went and spent it already."
"OK, then. Just unload the donkey."
 "What ya gonna do with him?"
"I'm going to raffle him off."
 "You can't raffle off a dead donkey!"
 "Sure I can. Watch me. I just won't tell anybody he's dead."
A month later the farmer met up with the city boy and asked, "What happened with that dead donkey?"
 "I raffled him off. I sold 500 tickets at two dollars apiece and made a profit of $898."
 "Didn't anyone complain?"
 "Just the guy who won. So I gave him his two dollars back!"
This boy grew up to be a senior executive at ENRON.

 
Paris, 26 August 2002
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11th International Rapeseed Congress: Towards Enhanced Value of Cruciferous Oilseed Crops by Optimal Production and use of the high Quality Seed Components
6 – 18 July, 2003 – KVL Copenhagen – Denmark
- Economics : market and policy constraints
- Processing, storage and analytical aspects
- Feed uses of oilseed products
- Food and non-food uses of oilseed rape products
- Plant breeding and genetics
- Agronomics : production of seeds, crop and product protection.
See: HYPERLINK "http://kemi.kvl.dk/gcirc-congress" http://kemi.kvl.dk/gcirc-congress
Contact: Laurencine LOT
HYPERLINK "mailto:lot@cetiom.fr" mailto:lot@cetiom.fr


The British Crop Protection Council Conference
18 – 21 November 2002 – Brighton – UK
See: HYPERLINK "http://bcpc.org/bcpcconference2002/index.htm" http://bcpc.org/bcpcconference2002/index.htm


4th European Conference on Precision Agriculture and the 1st European Conference on Precision Livestock Farming

Deadline for abstract extended
Due to the fact, that many of us are on their holidays and others have only just received the call for paper the Organizing Committee has extended the deadline of the abstract delivery until September, 13., 2002. Please inform other colleagues on that as well.

Registration at the web-page for further information only
At the present the registration template at the web-page registers your name only to get further information like this newsletter. The regular registration for the conference will be announced. However, any person who has been registered already can easily use these information for the definite registration. This can be done on our additional web-page selecting "Registration". Please enter your surname, first name and/or your email. Should we already have an entry of your name, this will be shown and you just have to add the missing data. As we have entered the entire list of addresses the chance is high for you to find your name. In this case please make sure that your address is correct and that your email-address is available. 

Financial support for participants
Some of you have already asked for financial support in order to participate in the conference. As we intend to calculate the conference fee at a minimum, we are not able to give a reduction for participants of selected countries. But we are in contact with other German organizations which might have supporting programs for foreign scientists. At the moment we don't have any specific information. As soon as we hear of any such programs and know the technical process and the modalities, we will give this information to you by an additional newsletter and we will publish this on our web-page. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
-> Which language is the conference language?
The conference language is English. This concerns the presentations, the workshops, the poster presentation, the industrial exhibition and the discussions following after the presentations. There will be no translation service.
-> The application template in the internet doesn't accept my abstract and demands an abstract with more than 500 words. What is wrong?
In order to guarantee high quality of the presentations, the Organizing Committee has determined, that an abstract for the 4ECPA and 1ECPLF has to be composed of about 600 words. Abstracts comprising much less than this number of words will automatically not be accepted. In order to prevent, that an abstract is refused for this reason only, we have implemented a check in the internet template. The template only allows abstracts with a length of 500 to 630 words. If your abstract doesn't match this condition the internet doesn’t accept the abstract. To prevent this make sure, that the abstract meets the above criteria.
-> Do I have to define in which conference I will participate?
The two conferences will be held simultaneously. This means, that the time schedule of both conferences is synchronised. This allows anyone to switch between the parallel sessions and even to switch between both conferences. However, every participant has to decide at which conference he wants to be registered. Depending on the registration you will get the according proceedings and your name is listed only in the corresponding participant list. 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ecpa-berlin.org" http://www.ecpa-berlin.org
Contact: Andreas JARFE
HYPERLINK "mailto:info@ecpa-berlin.org" mailto:info@ecpa-berlin.org


Tips for a professional presentation (an excellent EAAE document)

You've worked hard to put together the research you want to share with your colleagues - make sure that effort pays off by creating a presentation that your audience will remember and appreciate. Below is a list of items compiled to help make your presentation more effective and understandable to your fellow meeting attendees. It is based on a list of tips handed out by the American Association of Agricultural Economists.

Preparation Points 
On average, you should budget one hour of writing and practice for each minute you speak. A 15-minute presentation should be backed up by 15 hours of preparation and practice. 
- A rule of thumb is also that a good slide or sheet takes on average 2 to 3 minutes to present. So for a 15 minute presentation you have to condense your contribution to 5 to 8 sheets, taking the rules below for good sheet design into consideration. Don't forget that you also loose a few minutes at the start for getting the room silent, introduction etc.
- Rehearse your presentation several times before you leave for the meeting. You may consider videotaping your presentation, then watching the tape to spot distracting mannerisms or awkward phrasing. 
- Prepare and rehearse enough that you don't rely heavily on your visual aids to keep you on track. Strive to keep your presentation's tone as a casual conversation with the audience. It should not be a session of the audience staring at the back or side of your head as you read from the screen. And don't read the text from paper, unless you think that your English makes this absolutely necessary.

Organisation & order 
Your presentation creates a path for the audience to follow - be sure your introduction lays out where you will be taking the audience throughout your talk. In your introduction, provide a focus (statement of your main idea), a reason to listen (significance of the main idea) and an orientation (structure of the presentation). 
- Like a newspaper article, a good presentation and paper starts with providing the focus, the statement of the idea, the main conclusion. This helps the audience to follow you, and there is no reason to hide the end result or next steps. The time spent to guess where the presenter is going to, is not spent to understand your points.
- Identify the natural breaks in your presentation, and insert some traditional words or phrases ("the second reason..." / "in other words..." / "to conclude...") to provide the audience some "road signs" about the direction of your presentation. 
- Summarise after you finish each point, to wrap up what you've said and connect it to the next point. 
- Audiences tend to be very attentive at a presentation's beginning, less attentive during the middle section, and more attentive as it ends. Use your conclusion to re-emphasise the most important elements of your presentation. 
- You can try to recapture the attention of the audience in the middle section by making an nice joke, or an interesting analogy. A nice picture might also be useful.

Set the pace 
A reader of a paper controls the pace herself - what sections she reads more carefully, what elements she skims over. In an oral presentation, you control the speed - stick to short sentences and re-emphasise the main points. 
- Don't try to include more information simply by speaking faster. A tight, clear delivery that makes the main points and answers common questions is more effective than a rushed delivery that throws too much information at the audience. Some points can be shifted to the questions and answers session by using a phrase like "I could elaborate on that if you have question…" 
- Don't use the time reserved for discussion or questions and answers for your presentation. You are there to come into contact with colleagues in the room, not to preach. Ask the chair of the meeting to warn you 5 and 1 minute before your time is up. Start summarising your presentation with your last sheet / slide if only 1 minute is left - wherever you are at that moment.

Enthusiasm is contagious! 
If you are excited about your information, the audience will be also. If you deliver your presentation with a "flat" vocal quality, the audience may fell asleep. 
- Audiences can only absorb a few points during a 15- to 20-minute presentation. Concentrate on the most significant points of your presentation and avoid complicated formulas, intricate graphs or lengthy statistics. Your final paper can be read after the meeting, and audience members who want to see your complete findings will be able to do so. If you can convince 10 persons in the audience to read your paper carefully and use it in their own work (by citing you) you have done a great job!

Preparing visuals that are useful
Don't try to prove that you are up for the Nobel prize by writing down formulas on the blackboard or a sheet from your head. Prepare slides or -often even better- a good Powerpoint presentation.
- When creating your slides or overheads, remember that "less is more" in visual aids. Limit the number of elements on each slide to maintain readability for the audience. 
- Limit the amount of information on each slide. Each slide should contain: 
* One main point 
* One thought per line 
* No more than 5-7 words per line. Skip articles ('a', 'the') and stick to nouns and verbs.
* No more than 5-7 lines per slide 

- Fine or thin lines in text or graphics will disappear when projected. Text and graphs need to be bold enough to contrast against the background. 
- Place the most important text at the top of the slide and use the brightest colour. Leave a larger margin at the bottom of the slide to allow for objects in the way of the projector. 
- Use large text sizes. For most visual aids, titles should be 36- to 48- point and text should be 24- to 36-point. 
- Use a combination of upper and lowercase letters. Words typed in all capital letters offer few recognisable shapes to catch the audience's eyes.
- Colour considerations: for PowerPoint presentations, use dark blues, grays, greens or black for backgrounds. White and yellow text are the most readable and contrast well against dark backgrounds. For overhead transparencies, use light yellow or blue for the background and dark colours for the text and graphics. 
- Use italics, different colours or fonts to add emphasis rather than underlining. Underlined text reduces the distinctness of words and makes them harder to read. 
- Bullets should be easy to see. Check their size, colour and position relative to the text. 
- Minimise punctuation in visuals - use size, type style or colour to give your material structure instead. 
- Don't use complicated Flash technology or other 'moving' texts. It often takes too much time and is disturbing as it distracts from the message. If you have a list of items, project them at once and don't use PowerPoints facilities to show them one by one - unless you have a long story to tell on each item.
- Be professional and ask a colleague for comments on your presentation. Your secretary is often an excellent reviewer on the design and lay-out of your sheets or slides!
- For small groups, if you have a rough idea on the number of persons in the audience, provide a hand-out in advance. That keeps the audience active with the presentation and a possibility to make notes.

If you checked and passed all these points, you're sure in advance that you will have a great presentation with no reason to be nervous! And your colleagues will be grateful.
Contact: Krijn J. Poppe, Secretary General EAAE
HYPERLINK "mailto:eaae.info@lei.wag-ur.nl" mailto:eaae.info@lei.wag-ur.nl


A Training Program on DSSAT - Decision Support System for Agrotechnology Transfer (DSSAT) - Version 4
Assessing Crop Production, Nutrient Management, Climatic Risk and Environmental Sustainability with Simulation Models
December 9 - December 18, 2002
Presented by The University of Georgia and the International Consortium for Agricultural Systems Applications (ICASA)

Rationale
Today more than ever, increased food production depends on judicious use of resources.  In addition, issues such as climate change, climate variability, soil carbon sequestration and the long-term impact on food security and environmental sustainability, have become important. Many weather, soil, genetic and management factors affect the way a crop will respond to irrigation, fertilizer and other management practices.  Determining appropriate crop management strategies under these uncertainties has major economic and environmental implications.  Computer simulation models of the soil/plant/atmosphere system can make a valuable contribution to both furthering our understanding of the processes that determine crop responses and predicting crop performance, resource use and environmental impacts for different environments and management scenarios.  User-oriented simulation models greatly facilitate the task of optimizing crop growth and deriving recommendations concerning crop management.  They can also be used to determine the potential impact of climate change on crop production and long-term soil carbon sequestration, or provide management scenarios for adapting to climate variability.

Program Goal and Objectives
The overall goal of this training program is to familiarize participants with a comprehensive computer model for the simulation of crop growth and yield, soil and plant water, nutrient and carbon dynamics and their application to real world problems.

Specifically the program will focus on: 
- Operation of the new windows-based Decision Support System for Agrotechnology Transfer (DSSAT) Version 4 software (www.ICASnet.org/DSSAT/) 
- Description of the new DSSAT-Cropping System Model, CSM and its modules, such as CROPGRO, and CERES, and the science embedded in the models. 
- Minimum data requirements and experimental data collection for systems simulation. 
- Integration of crop simulation models with data base management and Geographical Information Systems. 
- Application of the new DSSAT-CSM model to improve management of cropping systems. 
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
The program will: 
- Describe a practical approach for simulating effects of soil, weather, management, and pest factors on crop production. 
- Demonstrate how processes of crop growth and development, water use, uptake of water and nutrients and carbon dynamics can be simulated. 
- Make extensive use of “hands on” sessions that apply the new DSSAT-CSM model to cropping systems in various regions of the world. 
- Describe procedures for collecting and managing crop, weather and soil data for model evaluation. 
- Give participants the opportunity to work with their own data and determine the accuracy of the models for application to specific problems. 
- Analyze management alternatives for single seasons or over long-term crop rotations. 
- Concentrate on specific applications that include irrigation, fertilizer and nutrient management, climate change, soil carbon sequestration, climate variability, and precision management. 
- Assess economic risks and environmental impacts associated with agricultural production.

Cropping System Model & DSSAT
The program will make extensive use of the DSSAT-Cropping System Model (CSM). CSM is a new, general cropping system model for simulating crop growth and development and soil and plant water, nitrogen and carbon dynamics. CSM is comprised of the CROPGRO module for soybean, peanut, common bean, chickpea, faba bean, cowpea, and other grain legumes, the CERES module for maize, sorghum and millet, the CERES-Rice module for rice, the SUBSTOR module for potato, the CROPSIM-CERES module for wheat and barley, and the CROPGRO module for tomato, bahia and brachiaria. The CENTURY model for the simulation of soil carbon and nitrogen is also included in CSM. DSSAT v4 is windows based and includes the CSM model as well as tools and utility programs for managing soil, weather, genetic, crop, economic and pest data, and application and analysis programs. 


About the training workshop...

When the Workshop Begins 
The program will start on December 9 and end December 18, 2002. It will be held on the Griffin Campus of The University of Georgia (UGA), College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, Griffin, Georgia, USA. International participants should plan to arrive two days before the program begins to adjust to time zone differences and recover from travel fatigue. 

Faculty
The following faculty will lecture in this training program:
Dr. G. Hoogenboom, The University of Georgia
Dr. W.D. Batchelor, Iowa State University
Dr. K.J. Boote, The University of Florida
Dr. L.A. Hunt, University of Guelph
Dr. J.W. Jones, The University of Florida
Dr. U. Singh, International Center for Soil Fertility and Agricultural Development
Dr. P.W. Wilkens, International Center for Soil Fertility and Agricultural Development 
and other experts from the International Consortium for Agricultural Systems Applications (ICASA)

Cosponsors
The University of Georgia
The University of Florida
University of Guelph
Iowa State University
International Center for Soil Fertility and Agricultural Development
International Consortium for Agricultural Systems Applications

Registration Fee
The registration fee is $1500 if you register by November 9 and $1600 if you register after November 9. It covers resource material including the DSSAT v4.0 software and the book Understanding Options for Agricultural Production. It also includes AM/PM breaks, lunch on training days, and registration services. It does not cover breakfast, dinner, lodging, health insurance, or transportation. Each participant is responsible for these costs. If you register by November 9, you are assured of receiving a confirmation package. Lodging secured through the Office of Continuing Education is $45.00 per day. Food should average about $25 per day. Enrollment is limited to 40 participants. 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/resinfo/dssat02/index.html" http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/resinfo/dssat02/index.html
Contact: Dr. Gerrit HOOGENBOOM
HYPERLINK "mailto:gerrit@griffin.peachnet.edu" mailto:gerrit@griffin.peachnet.edu


People in a balloon are lost and ask to someone on the ground...

BALLOON: Excuse me, we are lost and we will be late to an appointment. Can you tell us, where are we now?

LAND: You are in a balloon,

BALLOON: Sure, You are economist.

LAND: Yes, how do you know it?

BALLOON: Your answer is right but useless.

LAND: And you are C.E.O. (executives)

BALLOON: Yes, how do you know it?

LAND: You don't know neither where you are, nor where you go, and you put responsibility on other people.

Contact : Julio BERBEL
HYPERLINK "mailto:es1bevej@uco.es" mailto:es1bevej@uco.es
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Wanted: Contributions
All your contributions will be welcomed. Our federation will not survive without your contributions. Short information as well as jokes, electronic addresses of people who could be interested in ICT for agriculture, environment, food industry and rural areas are welcomed.
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


European Association for Animal Production
The European Association for Animal Production (EAAP) is an international federation of national member organisations from 37 countries in Europe and the Mediterranean area
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eaap.org/" http://www.eaap.org/


European Poultry Conference
06 -10 September 2002 - Bremen
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.epc2002.de/" http://www.epc2002.de/


IST 2002 conference programme
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/information_society/programmes/research/ist_event_2002/conference/outline_programme/index_en.htm" http://europa.eu.int/information_society/programmes/research/ist_event_2002/conference/outline_programme/index_en.htm


"Milk production" newspaper
With our site, our goal is to bring additional focus and articles to producers in other parts of the world.  We welcome input from European farmers and academics.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.milkproduction.com" http://www.milkproduction.com
Contact: Eileen Olstad Nelson
HYPERLINK "mailto:eonelson@milkproduction.com" mailto:eonelson@milkproduction.com


EU Cereals Management Committee responds to flood crisis
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/1228|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display=" http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/1228|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display=


New UN publication underlines vital role of ecosystems in reducing poverty (Extracted from RECOFTC Newsletter, FAO) 
UN News Center, August 1, 2002
At current extinction rates of plants and animals, the Earth is losing one major drug every two years, while less than 1 per cent of the world's 250,000 tropical plants has been screened for potential pharmaceutical applications, according to a new United Nations publication released today. 
The first "World Atlas of Biodiversity: Earth's Living Resources for the 21st Century" by the UN Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) is a comprehensive map-based view of global biodiversity and shows how humankind is dependent on healthy ecosystems for all its needs. 
The Atlas provides facts and figures on the importance of forests, wetlands, marine and coastal environments and other key ecosystems. It is the best current synthesis of the latest research and analysis by UNEP-WCMC and the conservation community worldwide - providing a comprehensive and accessible view of key global issues in biodiversity. 
The publication also highlights humankind's impact on the natural world: During the past 150 years, humans have directly impacted and altered close to 47 per cent of the global land area. Under one bleak scenario, biodiversity will be threatened on almost 72 per cent of the land area by 2032. The Atlas reveals losses of biodiversity are likely to be particularly severe in Southeast Asia, the Congo basin and parts of the Amazon. As much as 48 per cent of these areas will become converted to agricultural land, plantations and urban areas, compared with 22 per cent today, suggesting wide depletions of biodiversity. 
UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said wise use of the Earth's natural resources was at the heart of sustainable development and a key issue for world leader's attending the crucial World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), which opens in Johannesburg, South Africa, on 26 August. 
"Humankind now diverts about 40 per cent of the Earth's productivity to its own ends, much of this is being carried out in a destructive and unsustainable way," he said. "It is vital that we reverse these unsustainable practices while at the same time taking advantage of the opportunities presented by the planet's natural capital, its natural wealth."
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=4346&Cr=biodiversity&Cr1=1" http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=4346&Cr=biodiversity&Cr1=1


"Content Village":
The overall objective of this new platform is to disseminate and promote
best practice and results of the eContent programme to all interested parties in the digital content and language industry, and the public sector. For this purpose Content Village:
* multiplies eContent results and supports programme participants;
* provides strategic insight into major eContent themes;
* stimulates interaction and networking with the wide eContent industry; 
* hosts various interactive functionalities which enable users to expose their  individual engagement within the eContent domain.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.content-village.org/" http://www.content-village.org


E-Democracy : Scenarios for 2010
15th and 16th October 2002 - Paris (F)
For the last five years experiments in e-democracy have been conducted worldwide, yielding various results. Many researchers and politicians alike have acknowledged the political and technical implications of e-democracy and as a result they have concluded that it is far from being a mere "technical implementation". Social, political, technical and legal aspects of e-democracy must be taken into account if new services for citizens and a new culture encouraging civic participation are to be created.
The objectives of the conference organized by EVE in Paris on October 15th and 16th 2002 are to inform both the edemocracy community and the public, of EVE's achievements following their first year of research, as well as to position EVE's work within the e-democracy community.
EVE, a European Commission (EC) funded clustering project project, is working to bring solutions to Electronic Democracy. Its primary objective is to compare the impact that socio-political practices and available IC technologies have on citizens and public authorities. The desired outcome of this comparison is a clearer understanding of edemocracy and its place in electoral practices. 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eve.cnrs.fr" http://www.eve.cnrs.fr
HYPERLINK "mailto:eve@mta.fr" mailto:eve@mta.fr


Secrets to a Happy Marriage

1. It is important to find a woman that cooks and cleans.
2. It is important to find a woman that makes good money.
3. It is important to find a woman that likes to have sex.

4. It is important that these three women never meet.

Contact: Mathieu CORTYL
mailto:mathieu.cortyl@biomingti.com
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Wanted: Contributions
All your contributions will be welcomed. Our federation will not survive without your contributions. Short information as well as jokes, electronic addresses of people who could be interested in ICT for agriculture, environment, food industry and rural areas are welcomed.
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


World Summit on Internet & Multimedia
8 - 11 October 2002 - Montreux, Switzerland
This event is an informal gathering of the main actors in IT, i.e. the movers and shakers from governments, international organizations, as well as important members of the private sector.
The main purpose of this event is to find a consensus between all concerned in view of future important challenges of the Information Society. A vital theme of the Summit is the transfer of know-how, knowledge and technology from the ones who have it to the ones who do not.
Here are some of the members who will attend:
> Bruno Lanvin of the World Bank
> Debra Dunn N° 2 of Hewlett-Packard
> Dennis Gilhooly of UNDP
> Walter Füst, Director of Swiss Agency of Development and Cooperation
> Alejandro Rincon, President of Oracle
The Organizing Committee of the Summit offered to EFITA a preferential rate (normally reserved to the members of FIAM) of Swiss Francs 640.-(Euros approx. 440.-) for the conference registration fee. The deadline for the preferential rate is extended to September 15th 2002.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.internetworldsummit.org" http://www.internetworldsummit.org
Contact: X. KEMPF
HYPERLINK "mailto:xkempf@internetworldsummit.org" mailto:xkempf@internetworldsummit.org


Project Wirelessinfo (CZ)
The project aims at implementing advanced wireless communications into multimedia systems and services for agriculture and forest administrations, business and NGO to improve access to agriculture and forest information. The communications via standard commercial equipment such as GPRS, GSM, HSCSD and special equipment developed for special cases are tested. The project supports mainly new methods of data collection.
Exploitation of wireless communication for the data transport has to short down time delay between data collection and data processing.
At present time, a service company collects data far away from their centre and the time spent between the data collection and data processing is much more longer than an optimal working system needs.
To develop and test the integrated field equipment for forestry and agriculture with possibilities to connect another equipment for field measuring, the integrated PC, mobile communication, and GPS combination is necessary. Current solutions are not convenient for practical agriculture and forestry purposes in any cases. The goal is to design special equipments for agriculture and forestry purposes based on PC technology. The prototype will be developed and practically tested.
Multisource Wireless data access to different information sources: it was documented, that in many applications for the controlling purpose it is necessary to access in parallel to more data sources. This data sources are usually distributed among more organisations and they are located among different data servers. For the future an operative data access anywhere and anytime, to establish a more operative solution is necessary. Our solution is built on the utilisation of XML data exchange eventually using GML. XML (Extensible Markup Language) is conceived as a means of regaining the power and flexibility of SGML without loosing most of its complexity.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.wirelessinfo.cz" http://www.wirelessinfo.cz
Contact: Karel Charvat
HYPERLINK "mailto:kch@volny.cz" mailto:kch@volny.cz


Project Premathmod (CZ)
The goal of the project is to improve methods for data access and statistical data analysis in precision farming. It will focus on new and improved farming systems and their associated support tools. The main tasks to be solved within the scope of the project: 
- To implement modern informatics tools for agriculture precision farming practise, for data storage and data access based on metadata technology, new Open GIS (Geographical Information system) tools and new advisory data sources as very high resolution satellite data. End user testing and evaluation will be provided. 
- To implement and test methods for data analysis in precision farming, based on the multidimensional evaluation of probability, the theory of information and combination of the different levels of measurement with the different types of uncertainties which have to be taken into consideration. 3D (three dimensional) modelling methods for chemical elements and organic matter will be tested. A cost benefit analysis of the methods and data sources will be provided. 
- To assure dissemination of the project results. The data will be structured in such a way that they might be used by scientist, service organisations and also by farmers. Additionally, direct WWW publishing of the results will be assured. The results will be presented on conferences and exhibitions and in journals. 
- To enable education of farmers via Internet. In terms of methods and technology to be used for education of farmers, the course developers will include homogeneous multimedia components in the training courses (simulation, 2D/3D technology animation, training games, dynamic case studies) which should assure a clear and user-friendly education. Innovative database tools will be exploited in order to prepare multimedia components for future multilanguage modification. Practical education of farmers will be provided in the project and courses will be evaluated. 
See:  "http://www.premathmod.cz/"http://www.premathmod.cz/
Contact: Karel Charvat
HYPERLINK "mailto:kch@volny.cz" mailto:kch@volny.cz


eWork in Europe
In 2002, the European eWork Assembly will take place in Paris, September 25-27 in the premises of the Ministry of Finances, Economy and Industry. This annual gathering is a unique occasion for politicians, industrialist, trade unions, researchers, ICT representatives and eWork pioneers from over 30 countries on the area of ework and new methods of work in Europe to meet and exchange best practices.
The Paris event will focus on practical cases, business models which have proven beneficial results and recent agreements and findings. The conference will provide a forum for presentation and discussion of new innovative ways of organising work from both the technical, the economical, the legal and the social point of view.
Parallel sessions will concentrate on four key themes :
* eWork and competitiveness
* ework and corporate social responsibility
* ework, law and industrial relations
* Technology for eWork,
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ework-in-europe.com/" www.ework-in-europe.com


Existing ITA associations
The production of food, the organisation of food supply chains, the communication between agriculture, food production and consumers, the protection of the environment in rural areas, or the organisation of regional, national or international trade depend increasingly on electronic information, communication and control.
The Network provides the basis for co-operation among national and international organisations and associations with interest in research and the utilisation of information technology in agriculture, food and the environment.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.infita.org" http://www.infita.org
Contact: From: Dr. Gerhard SCHIEFER
HYPERLINK "mailto:schiefer@uni-bonn.de" mailto:schiefer@uni-bonn.de


2006
Fast forward to 2006, it is just before England v Brasil at the Munich Olympic Stadium, in a World Cup first round game.
Ronaldo goes into the Brazilian changing room to find all his team mates looking a bit glum.
"What's up?" he asks.
"Well, we're having trouble getting motivated for this game. We know it's important but it's only England. They're rubbish and we can't be bothered"
Ronaldo looks at them and says "Well, I reckon I can beat these by myself, you lads go down the pub and I'll get on with it."
So Ronaldo goes out to play England by himself and the rest of the Brazilian team go off for a few jars. After a few pints they wonder how the game is going, so they get the landlord to put the teletext on. A
big cheer goes up as the screen reads:
"Brasil 1 - England 0 (Ronaldo 10 minutes)"
He is beating England all by himself!
Anyway, a few more pints later and the game is forgotten until someone remembers "It must be full time now, let's see how he got on" 
They put the teletext on. 
"Result from the Olympic Stadium: Brasil 1(Ronaldo 10 minutes) - England 1 (D.Beckham 89 minutes). 
They can't believe it, Ronaldo has single handedly got a draw against England!!
They rush back to the Stadium to congratulate him.
They find him in the dressing room, still in his gear, sitting with his head in his hands.
He refuses to look at them. "I've let you down, I've let you down"
"Don't be daft, you got a draw against England ...... all by yourself......
and they only scored at the very very end!"
"No, No, I have, I've let you down!. I got sent off after 12 minutes"
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EFITA 2003 : European conference for ICT in Agriculture
Debrecen - Hungary - from 5 to 9 July 2003
A unique opportunity to show your achievements to our European colleagues and friends!
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003/" http://www.date.hu/efita2003/
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003/reg_form.php" http://www.date.hu/efita2003/reg_form.php
Contact: Miklos HERDON
HYPERLINK "mailto:herdon@date.hu" mailto:herdon@date.hu


EFITA 2003: Nils Toft suggests "Model based decision support systems" as a new symposium
The reason for my proposal for the symposium model based decision support systems is the following:
While most applications probably are model-based in the Expert and Decision Systems theme, the submissions for the EFITA conference historically turns out to be emphasizing other aspects of the application, such as if there is a homepage, what is the cost or how was it implemented.
For the previous two conferences a group of people have organized symposiums where the focus was put primarily on the modelling issues of the decision support system.
In Bonn this was in the theme "Dynamic optimization in herd management" and in Montpellier the theme "Sequential decisions under uncertainty in Agriculture, Food Industry and Environment".
It is in continuation of this tradition that I propose a new theme. I have no problem changing the title of the theme. The group behind the previous session is meeting for a between EFITA-conferences symposium next week. We will discuss our strategy for EFITA in detail there.
Contact: Nils TOFT
HYPERLINK "mailto:nt@dina.kvl.dk" mailto:nt@dina.kvl.dk


XXX CIOSTA - CIGR V congress : Management and technology applications to empower agriculture and agro-food systems"
Turin, , Italy, 22-24 Sep 2003
Some topics of the conference are related to decision support systems and modelling.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agraria.unito.it/dip/deiafa/ciosta.htm" http://www.agraria.unito.it/dip/deiafa/ciosta.htm
Contact: Remigio Berruto
HYPERLINK "mailto:remigio.berruto@unito.it" mailto:remigio.berruto@unito.it
HYPERLINK "mailto:ciosta.2003@unito.it" mailto:ciosta.2003@unito.it


Agricultural research in Germany
See: HYPERLINK "http://agrarforschung.zadi.de/index.htm?lang=en" http://agrarforschung.zadi.de/index.htm?lang=en


EUROPEA, an association of European Agricultural Colleges and training institutes
This website provides information about the colleges, their courses, placement opportunities, facilities and contact details.
See:  "http://www.europea.org/"http://www.europea.org/


Objectives of the Agri-Food Roadmap for ICTs project funded under IST European Commission Programme
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.aforo.net" http://www.aforo.net
Contact: Fernando UBIETA
HYPERLINK "mailto:fubieta@innopole.net" mailto:fubieta@innopole.net


German portal
Our private, independent site offers information on agriculture in German language. Daily news (HYPERLINK "http://www.agrar.de/aktuell" www.agrar.de/aktuell), a huge link-library (HYPERLINK "http://www.agrar.de/infothek" www.agrar.de/infothek), discussion groups and - new - yellow pages (HYPERLINK "http://www.agrar.de/branchenbuch" www.agrar.de/branchenbuch) with entries about many German institutions and companies related to agriculture.
In the near future we plan to publish our yellow pages in English too. All addresses offered in that new directory will show English language web pages of German, Austrian and Swiss institutions and companies.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrar.de" http://www.agrar.de
Contact: Alfons DEITERMANN
HYPERLINK "mailto:ad@agrar.de" mailto:ad@agrar.de


eMarket Services...
...is an international independent collaboration of trade promotion organisations. It provides an International B2B eMarkets directory. The eMarkets are classified according to the country of origin and the goods and services traded. Agricultural products and food industry eMarkets are included.
HYPERLINK "http://www.emarketservices.com/" http://www.emarketservices.com/
Contact: Cesare ZANASI
HYPERLINK "mailto:cesarez@stpa.unibo.it" mailto:cesarez@stpa.unibo.it


Applications for registration as PDO,PGI or TSG, for quality food, in the Official Journal of the European Communities
These publications confer the right to object to an application for the registration.
HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/foodqual/protec/firstpub/index_en.htm" http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/foodqual/protec/firstpub/index_en.htm
Contact: Cesare ZANASI
HYPERLINK "mailto:cesarez@stpa.unibo.it" mailto:cesarez@stpa.unibo.it


Heaven
It was getting a little crowded in Heaven, so God decided to change the admittance policy. The new law was, that in order to get into Heaven, you had to have a really awful day when you died. The policy would go into effect at noon the next day.
The next day at 12.01pm, the first person came to the gates of Heaven. The Angel at the gate, remembering the new policy, said to the man, "Before I can let you in, you have to tell me what was happening in your life the day on which you died."
"No problem," the man said. "I came home to my 25th floor apartment during my lunch hour and found my wife half-naked. I thought she was having an affair, but her lover was nowhere in sight. Immediately, I began searching for him. My wife was shouting at me as I searched the apartment. Just as I was going to give up the search, I looked out onto the balcony and saw there was a man hanging over the edge by his fingertips! Well, I ran out onto the balcony and jumped on his fingers until he fell to the ground. But he landed in some tress and bushes that broke his fall, and he didn't die!
I was so mad that I went back inside to fetch something that I could throw at him. Strangely, the first thing I thought of was the refrigerator. So I unplugged it, pushed it to the balcony and tipped over the side. It fell the 25 storeys and crushed the man. Unfortunately all this excitement was too much and I had a heart attack and died instantly!!"

The Angel sat and thought for a moment. Technically, the man did have a bad day. It was crime of passion. So he announced, "Okay, sir. Welcome to the Kingdom of Heaven," and let him in.

A few seconds later the next person came up. The Angel said, "Before I can let you enter, I need to know what was happening to you on the day you died."

"No problem," said the second man. "But you are not going to believe this!! I was on the balcony of my 26th floor apartment doing my daily exercises. I had been under a lot of pressure, so I was really pushing hard to relieve my stress. I think I got a little carried away, slipped and accidentally fell over the side! Luckily, I was able to catch myself by the fingertips on the balcony below mine. But suddenly, this crazy man comes running out of his apartment, swears at me, and jumps on my fingers! Well, I fell and just before I hit the ground, I landed in some trees or bushes which broke my fall. But I didn't die immediately. As I am lying there, looking up, unable to move, and in great pain, I notice the crazy man push his REFRIGERATOR off the balcony. It falls 25 floors and lands on top of me - killing me instantly!".

The Angel is quietly laughing to himself as the man finishes his story. "I think I like this new policy," he says to himself. "Okay," say the Angel to the second man. "Welcome to the Kingdom of Heaven." And he lets the man in.

A few seconds later, a third man comes up to the gates. The Angel says, "Please tell me how you died."

The third man says, "You will never believe this. I am naked, hiding inside a refrigerator. ".

Contact: Christopher WATHES
HYPERLINK "mailto:christopher.wathes@bbsrc.ac.uk" mailto:christopher.wathes@bbsrc.ac.uk
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EFITA 2003 : European conference for ICT in Agriculture
Debrecen - Hungary - from 5 to 9 July 2003
A unique opportunity to show your achievements to our European colleagues and friends!
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003/" http://www.date.hu/efita2003/
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003/reg_form.php" http://www.date.hu/efita2003/reg_form.php
Contact: Miklos HERDON
HYPERLINK "mailto:herdon@date.hu" mailto:herdon@date.hu


GIL Jahrestagung, 18.-20.09.2002, Dresden
Die 23. GIL Jahrestagung beschäftigt sich in diesem Jahr mit dem Thema: Informations- und Qualitätsmangement  - Neue Herausforderungen von Politik und Markt an die Agrar- und Ernährungswirtschaft.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrarinformatik.de/" http://www.agrarinformatik.de/


ISAGRI Call Center
ISAGRI, the European leader of ICT for agriculture (35000 French clients) has an important Call Center, which employs 70 technicians who answer 400 000 phone calls per year.
Contact: Thierry HARDION
HYPERLINK "mailto:thardion@isagri.fr" mailto:thardion@isagri.fr


4ECPA and 1ECPLF
Deadline for abstracts extended until mid October!
We have already received a lot of very good and interesting abstracts. Most are of a high standard. Thank you very much for your interest. However, several people have asked for more time! The deadline to submit abstracts is now October 13, 2002. 
We must emphasise that this really is the last extension of the deadline. We need time to review the full papers and to print the proceedings. Therefore any abstract submitted after 13 October 2002 cannot be accepted. 

Check if your abstract has been registered!
We realize that some of you have tried to submit an abstract but failed. The problem mostly was that they have not clicked the 'submit button' twice. After the first time, you have the chance to read your abstract again and to figure out if there are mistakes or misspellings. After the second time, the abstract is entered into the database. Any author of a registered abstract should have received an acknowledgement email. If you have not received such an email, please contact us.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ecpa-berlin.org" www.ecpa-berlin.org
Contact: Andreas Jarfe
HYPERLINK "mailto:ajarfe@zalf.de" mailto:ajarfe@zalf.de


First New Ag Conference…
26-28 March 2003, Barcelona, Spain
…the most recent trends in agronomics, economics and marketing of plant nutrients, biostimulants, foliar spraying, fertigation, micro-irrigation and the specifics of greenhouse cropping.
Wednesday 26th March: opening lecture followed by 4 keynote lectures on market trends for High Tech Ag inputs
Thursday 27th Morning: Technical lectures
Thursday 27th afternoon: 2 training courses - each 90 minutes - on LVI irrigation systems’ design and the selection of adequate fertigation / chemigation injection systems
Friday 28th Morning: Technical lectures
Friday 28th Afternoon: 2 training courses - each 90 minutes - on the design of a fertigation programme and the specifics of greenhouse cropping
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.newaginternational.com" http://www.newaginternational.com
Contact: Andrew Osborne
HYPERLINK "mailto:newag@newaginternational.com" mailto:newag@newaginternational.com


Diffuse Final Conference: Convergence of Web Services, Grid Services and the Semantic Web for delivering e-Services?
A conference organized by the IST Diffuse Project and hosted by the European Commission - 12th December 2002, Brussels
The Internet is for everyone. And the Internet does not stand still. Web Services, Grid Services and the Semantic Web are three strands of development today that promise a new era of the Internet. Instead of communications through data-driven static content which characterizes activities on the Internet today, the Internet itself is envisioned to become a programming platform to support real time, fully customized and customizable service creation and developments. The Internet will finally become a utility that binds, connects and mediates all activities and functions of society. The vision of access to any information, from any device, at any time will become an everyday reality.
How? Web Services connect computers and devices with each other using the Internet to exchange data and combine data in new ways. The key to Web Services is on-the-fly software creation through the use of loosely coupled, reusable software components. In the world of Web Services, seamless IT services span entire value chains and enable and support business missions and tasks rather than dictate them. 
Definitions of Grid Services are only emerging and still vary, but they revolve around the idea of service creation and delivery through coordinated resource sharing and problem solving in dynamic, multi-institutional virtual organizations. In the world of Grid Services, large-scale distributed computing is available on demand and as required for changing groups of people to interact and collaborate within new forms of organizations, based on novel concepts of sharing a vast array of resources. 
According to Tim Berners-Lee, the Semantic Web is a computer system, a distributed machine which should function so as to perform socially useful tasks. The WWW should be useful not only for human-human communication, but also that machines would be able to participate and help. The key to the Semantic Web is to express information in a machine processable form. 
There is however no certainty that promising technologies will deliver on their promises. Arguably, competition between technologies or families of technologies makes success even harder - and how should "success" be defined? Moreover, why is it important that certain technologies need to succeed? Who make the decisions and who are empowered to do so? As technologies become interwoven with the fabrics of economic activities and the functions of society in general, those technologies with transformative potentials raise profound issues in many different contexts and spheres.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.diffuse.org" http://www.diffuse.org


Conference on computer-based systems in plant protection
15-17 October 2002 at York, England - organised by the European Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO), based in Paris.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eppo.org/MEETINGS/Calendar/cal2002/calendar_2002.html" \t "_blank" http://www.eppo.org/MEETINGS/Calendar/cal2002/calendar_2002.html
Contact: Richard VERNON
HYPERLINK "mailto:richardv@spc.int" mailto:richardv@spc.int


International Agronomy Congress
New Delhi, India, 26-30 November 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agrosoc.com" http://www.agrosoc.com
Contact: Gajendra Singh 
HYPERLINK "mailto:singhg@ait.ac.th" mailto:singhg@ait.ac.th


The Pacific Pest List Database for Agricultural Trade Facilitation
The Pest List Database for the Pacific is a user-friendly database that provides information on agricultural pest occurrences within a country as required to facilitate trade in terms of the International Plant Protection Convention and the International Standards For Phytosanitary Measures. Its main outputs are (a) a pest list for any specified crop intended for export and (b) a list of pest incursions detected on imported goods from any selected country. The system is designed for use by the 22 Pacific island countries and territories that the Secretariat of the Pacific Community serves and is so far installed in five countries with a new one being delivered every 2-3 months. It is typically delivered with a few thousand known pest occurrence records of that country, and look-up lists of several thousand Pacific pests and a few hundred crops. 
Contact: Richard VERNON
HYPERLINK "mailto:richardv@spc.int" mailto:richardv@spc.int 


Knowing Where You're Going: Information Systems for Agricultural Research Management
This book is available from Earthprint's online bookshop: HYPERLINK "http://www.earthprint.com/show.htm" http://www.earthprint.com/show.htm
Developing country individuals and institutions can obtain a free copy from ISNAR Publications Services, P.O. Box 93375, 2509 AJ The Hague, 
The Netherlands. E-mail: isnar@cgiar.org
See Online order form: HYPERLINK "http://www.isnar.cgiar.org/publications/request.htm" \t "_blank" http://www.isnar.cgiar.org/publications/request.htm 
Contact: Richard VERNON
HYPERLINK "mailto:richardv@spc.int" mailto:richardv@spc.int


Bush for ever (We had in France the same joke with our President Chirac)
President Bush is hanging out with the Queen of England. He asks her, "How do you run an efficient government? Any tips you can give me?"
And the Queen says "Well, the most important thing is to surround yourself with intelligent people."
Bush frowns, and replies, "Well, how do I know the people around me are really intelligent or not?"
The queen takes a little sip of tea, and says, "Oh, that's easy. You just ask them a riddle."
Then the queen pushes the button on her intercom and says "Please send Tony Blair in here, would you?"
So Tony Blair walks into the room. "Yes, my Queen?"
The queen smiles at Tony and says, "Tony, answer me this, would you? Your mother and father have a child. It's not your brother, and it's not your sister. Who is it?"
Without missing a beat, Tony Blair says, "Well, that would be me."
The queen smiles and says, "Very good, thank you!"
So, back at the White House, Bush is a bit puzzled. So, he asks to speak with Dick Cheney. "Hey Dick, answer this for me, would ya? Your mother and your father have a child. It's not your brother and it's not your sister... who is it?"
Dick Cheney frowns and says "Geez, I'm not sure... lemme get back to you."
So, Dick Cheney goes to all his advisors, and asks everyone he can, but no one can answer it for him. Finally, he ends up in the men's room, and he recognizes Colin Powell's shoes in the next stall over.
So Dick shouts over to him, "Hey Colin... can you answer this for me?
Your mother and your father have a child, and it's not your brother, or your sister. Who is it?"
Colin Powel flushes, and yells back, "Hey, that's easy... it's me."
Dick Cheney smiles and yells "Thanks!"
So, Dick Cheney goes back into the Oval Office and tells Bush, "Hey, I finally figured out the answer to that riddle! It's Colin Powell!"
Bush gets up, and angrily stomps over to Dick Cheney. Bush gets right in Dick's face and yells, "No you idiot! It's Tony Blair!"

 
Paris, 27 September 2002
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EFITA 2003: European conference for ICT in Agriculture
Debrecen - Hungary - from 5 to 9 July 2003
A unique opportunity to show your achievements to our European colleagues and friends!
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003/" http://www.date.hu/efita2003/
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003/reg_form.php" http://www.date.hu/efita2003/reg_form.php
Contact: Miklos HERDON
HYPERLINK "mailto:herdon@date.hu" mailto:herdon@date.hu


EFITA 2003: Situation of Agricultural ICT in EU Member States and other European States
I look for volunteers to describe the situation of ICT in their own country for further presentation at EFITA2003 !
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Center for Agricultural and Rural Development (CARD)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.card.iastate.edu/" http://www.card.iastate.edu/



Wanted: proceedings of the Bonn conference
I am carrying out research into E-business in the Irish agribusiness and food industry in University College Dublin, under the supervision of Dr. Dermot Ruane, Dr. John O' Connell and Dr. Padraig Wims. I am trying to obtain a copy of a book of conference proceedings titled: E-commerce and electronic markets in agribusiness and supply chains: Proceedings of the 75th seminar of the European Association of Agricultural Economics. 
I am particularly interested in papers presented in the opening session of the conference and the country overviews on the Netherlands, France, Britain, Italy and Germany. I have tried to order this book but it is currently out of print. 
Could you help me?
Contact: Paul Brandon, 
HYPERLINK "mailto:paul.brandon@ucd.ie" mailto:paul.brandon@ucd.ie


European Seminar on Quality Assurance, Risk Management and Environmental Control: Call for papers and pre-registration
May 14-16, 2003, University of Bonn, Germany
Agriculture and the food industry are increasingly operating in competitive and highly sensitive markets in which quality of products and services, traceability and tracking, trust in guarantees and controls, communication throughout the production chain, environmental effects, and efficiency in the delivery of quality products, services and information become decisive aspects for consumer acceptance and market success. The seminar intends to provide a forum for a discussion of concepts, problems, implementation alternatives, and possible consequences for enterprises, chains and the sector.
The Seminar will be organized under the auspices of the European Association of Agric. Economists and with cooperation by an international programme committee by the University of Bonn. It invites an international audience from all areas of research, management, administration or policy interested in a discussion of the subject.
See: HYPERLINK "http://uf.ilb.uni-bonn.de/eaae/" http://uf.ilb.uni-bonn.de/eaae/
Contact: Prof. Dr. G. Schiefer
 "mailto:schiefer@uni-bonn.de"mailto:schiefer@uni-bonn.de


Gentlemen
An Englishman and a Frenchman are discussing their respective countries.
Of course, says the Englishman, you Frenchmen are not gentlemen.
And why not ? replies his friend, slightly annoyed.
Well, for example, if you enter a bathroom by mistake, and you see a young lady washing, what do you say ? 
We say "Excuse me, Madam". 
Exactly, says the Englishman, but a gentleman says: "Excuse me, Sir." 

 
Paris, 2 October 2002
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"Computers on the farm – making them work for you” - ISITA Expo 2002 -Irish Society for Information Technology in Agriculture (ISITA) Conference supported by Irish Farmers Journal
Thursday 7 November 2002 - Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise, Co Laois
This year we are targeting farmers and have a change of format. It will be more of an exposition than a conference - with greater emphasis on the practical uses of farm computers and farm software - (see attached draft programme) and we will be advertising actively in the farming press. 

- Computers for rural families - keeping up with the kids! 
Elizabeth Morris, AIB Centre for Information and Knowledge Management, University of Limerick
- Farm computers - ten tips to good housekeeping
- Maintenance, insurance, lightning strikes, data security, back-up, virus protection, junk mail, internet scams….!
(Presenter to be announced) 
- An agribusiness perspective - the relevance of the computer on the farm
 Kevin Downing, Business Analyst, ICBF
- E- business in the Irish Agribusiness industry - current developments
 Paul Brandon, UCD Department of Agribusiness, Extension and Rural Development, National University of Ireland
- The Teagasc Client Service
 Liam Morrow, Information Management Specialist, Teagasc
- eLearning opportunities for rural areas - educating yourself from home
 J F Phelan, UCD Department of Agribusiness, Extension and Rural Development, National University of Ireland 
- Case Study: Putting the farm computer to practical use - a Wicklow farmer's experience
Warren Furlong, Farmer.
3.00pm End of Expo
- ISITA AGM 
Conference fee: 20 euro
Contact : M. HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie


Farm Management…
…the journal of the UK Institute of Agricultural Management, has been published continuously for 35 years, carrying articles by all the best-known academics and practitioners in farm management field.  You are cordially invited to submit articles for refereeing: the target length for articles is 5000 words.  The main criteria are that the content should be concerned with the economics or management of farms, agribusinesses and related rural activities including, of course, issues relating to ICT); that the approach should be rigorous while accessible to a wide-ranging readership (professional and academic); and that the standard of writing and graphical presentation should be excellent. Typical turnround time is 6 months from submission to publication.

Past ICT-based papers include:
- Decision Support Systems: Lessons From Past Failures
- Computer Assisted Learning - Using New Technology in Farm Management Teaching
- Barriers to Adoption of On-Farm Computers in England
- Farmers, Computers And The Internet: A Study of Adoption in Contrasting Regions of England
- Computerised Efficiency Analysis in Farm Business Advice in Denmark

The journal also reprinted a number of papers from the 2001 EFITA conference, by kind permission of the organisers.
If you would like a copy of the Notes for Contributors, please email Val Crean on vcrean@plymouth.ac.uk, or phone on +44 (0)1626 325619. You are welcome to send abstracts for comment to myself.
Contact: Martyn Warren, University of Plymouth, Chair of Editorial Committee
 "mailto:mwarren@plymouth.ac.uk"mailto:mwarren@plymouth.ac.uk


4th EFITA Conference Symposia: Model-based decision support systems: Call for abstracts
In continuation of a tradition established through the two previous EFITA conferences as well as semi-annual meetings in between conferences for researchers involved in model-based decision support we invite you to submit an abstract for the above section at the coming EFITA conference in Hungary.
The aim of the symposium is to emphasize the methodological aspects of the model-based decision support. Hence, papers presented at the symposia should focus on the methods used in modelling in the view of the problems they intend to solve. 
Despite the diverse field of applications presented at earlier meetings such as animal replacement models, natural resource management, crop management, irrigation schemes, pest control etc. the common engagement in methodological aspects have made the presentations and subsequent discussions highly rewarding to the participants. At HYPERLINK "http://www.inra.fr/bia/T/decision/EWDA02/" http://www.inra.fr/bia/T/decision/EWDA02/ there are links to the homepages of the two last meetings.
We encourage people working and thinking along these lines to submit an abstract before October 15 2002.
For submission details as well as other details regarding the 4th EFITA Conference, please go to the official website of the conference:
HYPERLINK "http://www.date.hu/efita2003/index.php" http://www.date.hu/efita2003/index.php


Open Source Group Conference
Cannes - 13 to 18 October
We do not run our conferences as commercial events - our objective is to get participation so that we can make broaden awareness of issues surrounding our work. We do charge our members a meeting fee. Our policy is to waive that fee for anyone who has never attended a meeting of The Open Group before.

I will be happy to extend a free-of-charge invitation to any of the subscribers of the efita newsletter who would like to attend.

The meeting lasts all week, with sessions from Sunday 13th October to Friday 18th October.

In addition to regular working meetings of The Open Group Forums, there are two whole day conferences. 

Monday 14th October - Boundaryless Information Flow - The Role of Open Source

This conference will explore the extent to which Open Source technology is going to enable Boundaryless Information Flow within and between enterprises.

The keynote address will be given by Andrew Josey, The Open Group and Member of the Board of Directors of the Free Standards Group. 

The conference will attempt to answer the following questions: 
- What exactly is Open Source? 
- How does the Open Source model work? 
- How can the essentially unconstrained development of technology result in stable, product quality software? 
- How does Open Source enable faster development cycles? 
- How can businesses use Open Source technology with confidence? 
- How is Open Source technology licensed; who owns it? 
- How does the breadth of Open Source development compare to the overall scale of customer needs? 
Our speakers include: 
- Jon "Maddog" Hall, Executive Director of Linux International 
- Bruce Perens, Author of the Open Source Definition 
- Dirk-Willem van Gulik. President of the Apache Software Foundation 
- Mary Ann Fisher, Linux Program Director, Public Sector IBM Corporation. 
Wednesday 16th October - Boundaryless Information Flow - Wireless Data Summit 

This full-day meeting will address the current status of wireless data technology. Attendees will hear from leaders of vendors and service providers in the wireless data industry as well as the principals of trade associations, user groups, standards initiatives and regulatory bodies. 

The keynote address will be delivered by Kouji Ohboshi, Corporate Advisor, and until recently Chairman of NTT DoCoMo, Inc.

Topics to be addressed will include: 
- The current and future role of global wireless data focusing on Japan, Europe, and the USA 
- Learn about technology capability and market take-up 
- Broadband cellular services 2.5G 3G 
- Wireless LAN hot spot technology 
- Existing narrow-band and packet data services 
- Personal Area Networks 
- Other wireless technologies serving customers today 
- The role of other consortia active in this area 
Speakers include: 
- Mark Briers, Director 3G, Manx Telecom 
- Andrew Fitton, Chief Executive of the Mobitex Operators Association 
- Anil Kripalani Sr. VP, Standards Planning & International Administration for Qualcomm 
- Kouji Ohboshi, Corporate Advisor (former Chairman of NTT DoCoMo, Inc.) 
- Mikko Riepula Managing Director, Wificom Technologies and co-founder of Pass-One 
- Mike Short, Chairman of the Mobile Data Association 
If any of subscribers of the efita newsletter would like to attend this conference free-of-charge, please contact me
Full details of the conference are on out WEB site at: HYPERLINK "http://www.opengroup.org/Cannes2002/" http://www.opengroup.org/Cannes2002/

Contact: Mike LAMBERT
HYPERLINK "mailto:m.lambert@opengroup.org" mailto:m.lambert@opengroup.org


The chicken and egg question

A chicken and an egg are lying in bed.

The chicken is leaning against the headboard smoking a cigarette and has a satisfied smile on its face.

The egg, looking a bit pissed-off, grabs the sheet, rolls over and says, "Well, I guess we finally answered THAT question."

Contact: Dr Adrian Williams - Mathematics and Decision Systems Group - Silsoe Research Institute
HYPERLINK "mailto:adrian.williams@bbsrc.ac.uk" mailto:adrian.williams@bbsrc.ac.uk
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Important notice
I publish the efita newsletter for fun and because I am interested in ICT in Agriculture. You can help this publishing activity: please feed this newsletter with information about what is happening in your country, about your projects, your problems...
ACTA Informatique is a very small French commercial IT company (9 people) based in Paris, and we can not collaborate in new projects without the necessary sources of revenue.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-infromatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-infromatique.fr


23 AGRIMMEDIA seminar: " Web and IT for horticulture " organised with ASTREDHOR and La Graine Informatique (in French)
To register: HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr/actu.htm" http://www.acta-informatique.fr/actu.htm
Paris - MNE – Tuesday 10 December 2002 from 2 p.m to 6 p.m.
Room A - Maison Nationale des Eleveurs, 149, rue de Bercy, Paris 12ème, Métro Gare de Lyon or Bercy ; RER : Gare de Lyon (100 participants only).
Cost: 60 Euros to pay to ACTA Informatique. An invoice will be sent.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Information Society as Key Enabler for Rural development
Valencia - 25 & 26 November 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/erural/index.htt" http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/erural/index.htt


Swedbank/FöreningsSparbanken
This bank is close to the Swedish farmers (a member in the Federation of Swedish Farmers, LRF) is now introducing book-keeping on Internet in the same time as you make the giro payments on Internet. It is a service especially useful for farmers and small companies.
See:  "http://www.foreningssparbanken.se/"http://www.foreningssparbanken.se/
Contact: Lars HELGSTRAND
HYPERLINK "mailto:lars@lundbygard.se" mailto:lars@lundbygard.se


Internet-connection via satellite in Sweden
The Federation of Swedish Farmers, LRF, is now offering Internet-connection via satellite at low price to all members. In the first step it is a one-way broad-band with 600 Kbps or 1,2 Mbps download and a modem for upload. The cost varies from 35 to 68 Euro per month. You also have to buy a parabole equipment at a cost of about 355 Euro.
Contact: Lars HELGSTRAND
HYPERLINK "mailto:lars@lundbygard.se" mailto:lars@lundbygard.se


Workshop on the Single European Electronic Market
Brussels - 1 October 2002
I replaced our President Jerome STEFFE at this meeting. The following URL were given during the workshop...


ebXML: more efficient than well-known EDI solutions ?
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ebxml.org" http://www.ebxml.org


OASIS: Organisation of Structured Information Standards
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.oasis-open.org" http://www.oasis-open.org
See: HYPERLINK "http://xml.coverpages.org" http://xml.coverpages.org
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.xml.org" http://www.xml.org


Co-operation for Standardisation
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ictsb.org" http://www.ictsb.org
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.cenorm.be/isss/consortia/surveyshort.htm" http://www.cenorm.be/isss/consortia/surveyshort.htm
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.etsi.org/forawatch" http://www.etsi.org/forawatch


EDI on the car industry
See: HYPERLINK "http://wwww.odette.org" http://wwww.odette.org


EDI in the electronic industry
Voir : HYPERLINK "http://www.rosettanet.org" http://www.rosettanet.org


EU and national regulations on electronic commerce
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.elexportal.com" http://www.elexportal.com


e-business in the European textile-clothing industry
See: http://www.creativ-eu.org
See: http://www.atc.gr/tex-map
See: http://www.atc.gr/et-cluster
See: http://www.atc.gr/fol
See: http://www.atc.gr/e-tailor


The advantages of OpenSource solutions
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.opensource.org" http://www.opensource.org
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.gnu.org" http://www.gnu.org


EuroTier 2002
Hannover - 12-15 November 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eurotier.de" http://www.eurotier.de


University of Plymouth’s Faculty of Land, Food & Leisure
The rural Seale-Hayne campus, near Newton Abbot, is home to the University of Plymouth’s Faculty of Land, Food & Leisure. The Faculty offers a wide choice of undergraduate and postgraduate courses including agriculture and related subjects, land management, crop science, food quality, nutrition and production, rural resource management, rural development, hospitality and tourism, with research opportunities available in most areas of study.
See : HYPERLINK "http://www.sh.plym.ac.uk/" http://www.sh.plym.ac.uk/
Contact: Martyn Warren
HYPERLINK "mailto:mwarren@plymouth.ac.uk" mailto:mwarren@plymouth.ac.uk


Symposium on the farm family business held on 12 September 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.sh.plym.ac.uk/News/AgRestruct_papers.htm" http://www.sh.plym.ac.uk/News/AgRestruct_papers.htm


Expression of Interest initiative
See: HYPERLINK "http://eoi.cordis.lu/search_form.cfm" http://eoi.cordis.lu/search_form.cfm 


The European IST Prize Winners
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ist-prize.org/" http://www.ist-prize.org


Rabbi
A friend was in front of me coming out of the Synagogue one day, and as always the Rabbi was standing at the door shaking hands as the congregation departed.
He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled him aside.
The Rabbi said to him, "You need to join the Army of G-d!"
My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of G-d, Rabbi."
Rabbi questioned, "How come I don't see you except for Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur?"
He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service."
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Call for papers EFITA 2003: Are you interested to produce similar papers to be presented at EFITA 2003?
Title: ICT situation in French Agriculture and Food Industry
Summary: A presentation of the development of ICT in French agriculture is proposed with special emphasis on the new challenges of e-commerce, traceability, farm banking and accounting, evolution of advisory activities, development of mailing lists, etc.
The activities of IT companies, agricultural input providers, agricultural organisations and other commercial or public partners of farmers in the domain of the Internet is described.
In conclusion, we try to analyse the reasons why French farmers are using IT and the Internet.
Contact: Guy Waksman
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


23 AGRIMMEDIA seminar: " Web and IT for horticulture " organised with ASTREDHOR and La Graine Informatique (in French)
To register: HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr/actu.htm" http://www.acta-informatique.fr/actu.htm
Paris - MNE – Tuesday 10 December 2002 from 2 p.m to 6 p.m.
Room A - Maison Nationale des Eleveurs, 149, rue de Bercy, Paris 12ème, Métro Gare de Lyon or Bercy ; RER : Gare de Lyon (100 participants only).
Cost: 60 Euros to pay to ACTA Informatique. An invoice will be sent.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Information Society as Key Enabler for Rural development
Valencia - 25 & 26 November 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/erural/index.htt" http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/erural/index.htt
Contact: Jorge GASOS
HYPERLINK "mailto:jorge.gasos@cec.eu.int" mailto:jorge.gasos@cec.eu.int


SEEM Workshop held in Brussels on 1 October 2002
You can now download all the presentations that were given at our workshop at: 
HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/seem/index_en.htm" http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/seem/index_en.htm
The discussion forum will be set up shortly. A workshop report summarising the discussions and presentations will follow at the end of October/ beginning of November 2002.
Contact: Isidro LASO
HYPERLINK "mailto:isidro.laso@cec.eu.int" mailto:isidro.laso@cec.eu.int


Disseminating IT applications in Agriculture in the Third World
I have put together free software enough to develop Distributed applications. I am planning to organize some short courses to Third World scientists and show how to use this software to design and develop distributed applications. This package contains Unified Modeling Language (UML) used to design software, Apache web server, an SQL engine and Java language. Examples of applications using all the above software will be provided. This free software will be distributed to participants of the course along with notes on how to use them. They can continue to develop based on this free software.
I would appreciate to contact European colleagues all over Europe so we can start talking of organizing together some useful short courses that would be of great benefits to scientists in developing world.
Contact: Petraq PAPAJORGJI
HYPERLINK "mailto:petraq@mail.ifas.ufl.edu" mailto:petraq@mail.ifas.ufl.edu


North Caroline initiative to promote the Internet in rural areas
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.e-nec.org" http://www.e-nec.org


Alternative Farming Systems Information Center (AFSIC) of the National Agricultural Library (NAL)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/afslinks.htm" http://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/afslinks.htm


E-learning with new Akuter tutorials
HYPERLINK "http://www.akuter.com/" http://www.akuter.com/ and Click on the link "Free online tutorials"
Contact : Didier BOURGEOT
HYPERLINK "mailto:dbourgeot@akuter.com" mailto:dbourgeot@akuter.com


Promotion for EU agricultural products on the Internal Market
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/prom/index_en.htm" http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/prom/index_en.htm


Technology enhanced learning : Preparing for the first call in FP6
The unit Education and Training Applications will organize an information day on the 5 December 2002 in Luxembourg.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.cordis.lu/ist/ka3/eat/" http://www.cordis.lu/ist/ka3/eat/


First call for papers announcing the second workshop of the Society for Computational Economics - Special Interest Group on Economic Dynamics
Complex behaviour in economics: modelling, computing, and mastering complexity
Aix en Provence (Marseille), France, May 8-11, 2003.
See: HYPERLINK "http://zai.ini.unizh.ch/complexity2003/" http://zai.ini.unizh.ch/complexity2003/


Old Age 1:
Two elderly ladies had been friends for many decades.
Over the years they had shared all kinds of activities and adventures. Lately, their activities had been limited to meeting a few times a week to play cards.
One day they were playing cards when one looked at the other and said:
"Now don't get mad at me... I know we've been friends for a long time... but I just can't think of your name! I've thought and thought, but I can't remember it. Please tell me what your name is." 
Her friend glared at her. For at least three minutes she just stared and glared at her.
Finally she said, "How soon do you need to know?"
Contact: Christopher WATHES
HYPERLINK "mailto:christopher.wathes@bbsrc.ac.uk" mailto:christopher.wathes@bbsrc.ac.uk


 
Paris, 24 October 2002

EFITA newsletter / 86


Next AGRIMMEDIA seminars in Paris (France)
- 10 December 2002 : Web and ICT for horticulture
- 25 February 2003 : Web and ICT for large crops
- 27 February 2003 : ICT tools to manage the commercial relationships with farmers, including e-commerce
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Quality Assurance, Risk Management and Environmental Control in agriculture and Food Supply Networks
82nd European Seminar of the EAAE (European Association of Agricultural Econmists) 2nd Internaional European Seminar
Bonn - May 14-16, 003
See: HYPERLINK "http://uf.ilb.uni-bonn.de/eaae" http://uf.ilb.uni-bonn.de/eaae
Contact: Gerhard Schiefer
HYPERLINK "mailto:schiefer@uni-bonn.de" mailto:schiefer@uni-bonn.de


EU-AgriNet - Agricultural research
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/agriculture/index_en.html" http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/agriculture/index_en.html


2th World Forum on Agritourism and Rural Tourism
Santa Fe' City - Argentina - 7th to 10th November 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://foroagroturismo.unl.edu.ar" http://foroagroturismo.unl.edu.ar
HYPERLINK "mailto:foroagrotourismo@unl.edu.ar" mailto:foroagrotourismo@unl.edu.ar


Disseminating IT applications in Agriculture in the Third World 
Further to the note in the EFITA newsletter / 85. I have been developing software applications in developing countries for the last 18 years. Much of my conclusions are presented in my book described below, see particularly Section 4.1.2 'Choice of System and Software'. The section also quotes J. Shillingford in 'Open Systems Lure Operators', Financial Times, 17 March 1998, as follows: 
"Until recently, large protected telecommunications monopolies have been able and willing to spend large sums to develop their own proprietary systems in-house. Recently this has changed with a shift to the procurement of cheaper off-the-shelf software. 
One reason is that in the former case the research and development costs are amortised over just one client—the company itself—instead of sharing the cost over several customers. Another is that in-house IT departments do not always charge a competitive price. As one telecommunication consultant, Frank Owen, put it, “If I wanted to charge £10 million for a billing system, I wouldn’t be able to sell it. But if I was an IT manager providing the system internally to an industry giant, such as Britain’s BT, France Telecom, or Deutche Telekom, I’d get the money.” 
This is now changing. Ten years ago US computer chip manufacturers like Texas Instruments and Motorola had their own computer-aided design systems. Today, they all use external products like Cadence and Mentor Graphics, which are sold world-wide. A third advantage is that an external supplier should have a good understanding of features in use in other parts of the world."
The argument is then that clients are more often than not better served with systems based on off the shelf products. I have found this to be very true of information systems in developing countries.
- "Knowing Where You're Going: Information Systems for Agricultural Research Management" Nov 2001, 345 pp, is available from Earthprint's online bookshop: HYPERLINK "http://www.earthprint.com/show.htm" http://www.earthprint.com/show.htm
- Developing country individuals and institutions can obtain a free copy from ISNAR Publications Services, P.O. Box 93375, 2509 AJ The Hague, The Netherlands. E-mail: isnar@cgiar.org. Online order form: HYPERLINK "http://www.isnar.cgiar.org/publications/request.htm" \t "_blank" http://www.isnar.cgiar.org/publications/request.htm

Contact: Richard (Dick) Vernon 
HYPERLINK "mailto:richardv@spc.int" mailto:richardv@spc.int


Help Bali : Let's learn from the people in Bali and fight terrorism with Peace
Dear friends,
I have a house in Bali and I spend a lot of my time there. I was not far from the scene of the recent bombing and it rocked me in my bed, but I am safe and all my friends are, although some escaped by sheer miracle.
After the catastrophe, everyone rushed to accuse the fanatics who use the name of Islam. There is a strong chance that such fanatics may be behind the bombing. There are also many other hypotheses - Indonesia struggles to establish democracy and justice in the use of its vast resources, and of course there are parties who would like to stop the democratization process. 
However, even if it is proven that fanatics shamelessly calling themselves "Muslims" are the culprits, this does not mean that we must turn our hatred to the Muslim people. The immense majority of the world Muslims, like here in Indonesia, are peaceful people who respect God in their own way and, living mostly in poor countries, struggle to make a decent life for their families. Often living in disrupted economies and societies, many are easy prey to manipulations by radicals. If we refuse to lend a hand to them, if we refuse to listen to them, if we all castigate them as barbarians, then they may fulfil our own prophecies and fall towards radicalism.
So let's learn from the Balinese. They are a relatively small Hindu population (3 millions) in a country of 190 millions Muslims. For historical, social, and political reasons, they could have reasons to be afraid of Muslim Indonesians. After the bombing, there were rumors that some Balinese were starting to turn against the Muslims who live in Bali. The governor of Bali immediately invited customary leaders, and the leaders of the five major religions in Bali, to sit together and reinforce their unity. Then quickly, in the area where I live, local Balinese leaders started to exhort Hindus to maintain peace with Muslims, and asked non-Hindus to ignore provocations if they were threatened. Some say that the peace and solidarity amongst the multiple communities in Bali has been enhanced by the event. 
Meanwhile, Australians Muslims are under threats as "retaliation" and my Muslim friends who travelled to America recently reported being harassed constantly. And in my beautiful France, Mr Le Pen made second to the presidential election, mainly based on attacks against our Muslim minority.
Why can't we be as smart as the Balinese? They have been deeply wounded, the spiritual peace of their island is under threat, and their tourism economy will be terribly hurt. Yet they refuse to turn against innocent Muslims. Instead, they held religious ceremonies were all religions attended.
Let's learn also from the visitors who are in Bali now. After the bombing, in my area, bars and restaurants were as full as before - 5 kms away from the bomb scene. This is what we should all do. We should refuse to be put down by the horror, and continue to enjoy the magics of Bali. 
Imagine - if no tourist left Bali, if no one cancelled their plans to visit Bali - this would be a major blow in the face of terrorists. 
This would be like telling them : "We are not impressed by violence. We want to continue to enjoy a beautiful world. You killed young people who liked to party in Bali, and for the sake of their memory we are going to be happy in Bali. We will not be defeated by hatred. We will help the Balinese restoring peace by coming to their beautiful island, eating their gorgeous food, buying their great handicrafts, enjoying their wonderful landscapes, their exceptional culture and hospitality."
Show solidarity to Bali. It's the first time in your life you are going to do good by merely enjoying yourselves. Bali is as gorgeous and peaceful as before - the Balinese are struggling hard for this, showing us the way. Come to visit us, more than ever - there will be less many tourists, you will get cheap flights and nice hotel rooms, and you will be treated like kings. Help us to defeat the forces of hatred with peace and love for a beautiful world.
Contact: Anne Gouyon 
HYPERLINK "mailto:a_gouyon@indo.net.id" mailto:a_gouyon@indo.net.id


Conversions: For all of you who are having difficulty converting...
1. Ratio of an igloo's circumference to its diameter? = Eskimo Pi
2. 2000 pounds of Chinese soup? = Won ton
3. 1 millionth of a mouthwash? = 1 microscope
4. Time between slipping on a peel and smacking the pavement? = 1 bananosecond
5. Weight an evangelist carries with God? = 1 billigram 
6. Time it takes to sail 220 yards at 1 nautical mile per hour? = Knotfurlong 
7. 16.5 feet in the Twilight Zone? = 1 Rod Serling 
8. Half of a large intestine? = 1 semicolon 
9. 1,000,000 aches? = 1 megahurtz 
10. Basic unit of laryngitis? = 1 hoarsepower 
11. Shortest distance between two jokes? = A straight line 
12. 453.6 graham crackers? = 1 pound cake 
13. 1 million-million microphones? = 1 megaphone 
14. 2 million bicycles? = 2 megacycles 
15. 365.25 days? = 1 unicycle 
16. 2000 mockingbirds? = 2 kilomockingbirds 
17. 10 cards? = 1 decacards 
18. 1 kilogram of falling figs? = 1 Fig Newton 
19. 1000 milliliters of wet socks? = 1 literhosen.. 
20. 1 millionth of a fish? = 1 microfiche 
21. 1 trillion pins? = 1 terrapin 
22. 10 rations? = 1 decoration 
23. 100 rations? = 1 C-ration 
24. 2 monograms? = 1 diagram 
25. 8 nickels? = 2 paradigms 
26. 2.4 statute miles of intravenous surgical tubing at Yale University Hospital? = 1 IV League 
27. 100 Senators? = Not 1 decision 
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Workshop on ICT Solutions for Rural Areas
Information Society and Rural Development. Evolution Scenarios. How to move to an IP for the 6th FP under IST.
11th December 2002, Brussels
Following the activities of RURAL WINS "Roadmap for ICT solutions for rural Areas and Maritime Regions" project, we are preparing a workshop in Brussels in order to introduce the first outcomes of the project and to try to set up objectives and partnership opportunities for an IP on the 6th Framework Programme, under IST. We would like to invite you to this FREE event, to be held in Brussels on the 11th of December 2002. 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ruralwins.org" http://www.ruralwins.org
Contact: Ms. Leire AGINAKO
HYPERLINK "mailto:info@ruralwins.org" mailto:info@ruralwins.org


Biocities2002 – Biotechnology in Europe
II International Congress - Lisbon - Institute of Agronomy (Instituto Superior de Agronomia) - 28th and 29th of November
The congress is focused on 4 major areas of debate:
- Social impact of biotechnology
- Biotechnological challenges in medicine, agriculture and environment 
- Education and training in biotechnology 
- Information exchange and networking 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.biotecnologia.com.pt/" http://www.biotecnologia.com.pt
Contact: Bárbara TOMAZ
 "mailto:biocities2002@biotecnologia.com.pt"mailto:biocities2002@biotecnologia.com.pt


Food safety and Dietary Risk Assessment
December 5-6, Mainz (DE)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.akademie-fresenius.de/index1.html" http://www.akademie-fresenius.de/index1.html


European Software Process Improvement Conference 2003
10.-12.12.2003, Warwick, UK
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.eurospi.net/" http://www.eurospi.net


Legal Issues in the Use of Geospatial Data and Tools for Agriculture and Natural Resource Management: A Primer
See:  "http://www.cimmyt.org/Research/NRG/map/research_results/tech_publications/IPRPrimer.pdf"http://www.cimmyt.org/Research/NRG/map/research_results/tech_publications/IPRPrimer.pdf
or
 "http://edcintl.cr.usgs.gov/cgiar/products.html"http://edcintl.cr.usgs.gov/cgiar/products.html
Contact: Roger LONGHORN
HYPERLINK "mailto:ral@alum.mit.edu" mailto:ral@alum.mit.edu


9th conference "Information systems in Agriculture and Forestry"
SEC (CZ) - March 11 - 12, 2003
- Precision farming
- Forest management
- Information systems in Forest management
- Information systems in farm management
- Tourism in rural areas
- Culture heritage
- Mobil systems in Agriculture and Forestry
- New tools in rural development
- Control systems in Agriculture and Forestry
- Food safety
- Geographic information system
- Remote sensing
- Location based services
- Distance learning and its roll in rural development
- Running projects in 5 FP.
- Broadband á technology for rural areas
- Open source solution
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.ccss.cz/sec" http://www.ccss.cz/sec
Contact: Karel CHARVAT
HYPERLINK "mailto:kch@volny.cz" mailto:kch@volny.cz


Erratum!
14. 2 million bicycles? = 4 megacycles and not 2 megacycles as specified.
Contact: Thierry Boulard
HYPERLINK "mailto:boulard@avignon.inra.fr" mailto:boulard@avignon.inra.fr


Cow Theory Of Government (Variation of an old joke)

DEMOCRAT 
You have two cows.
Your neighbour has none. 
You feel guilty for being successful. 
You vote people into office that put a tax on your cows, forcing you to sell one to raise money to pay the tax. The people you voted for then take the tax money, buy a cow and give it to your neighbour. You feel righteous. Barbara Streisand sings for you.

SOCIALIST 
You have two cows. 
The government takes one and gives it to your neighbour. You form a co-operative to tell him how to manage his cow. 


REPUBLICAN 
You have two cows. 
Your neighbour has none. 
So? 


COMMUNIST 
You have two cows. 
The government seizes both and provides you with milk. You wait in line for hours to get it. It is expensive and sour.


CAPITALISM - AMERICAN STYLE 
You have two cows. 
You sell one, buy a bull, and build a herd of cows.


DEMOCRACY - AMERICAN STYLE 
You have two cows. 
The government taxes you to the point you have to sell both to support a man in a foreign country who has only one cow, which was a gift from your government.


BUREAUCRACY - AMERICAN STYLE 
You have two cows.
The government takes them both, shoots one, milks the other, pays you for the milk, and then pours the milk down the drain.


AMERICAN CORPORATION 
You have two cows. 
You sell one, lease it back to yourself and do an IPO on the 2nd one. You force the two cows to produce the milk of four cows. You are surprised when one cow drops dead. You spin an announcement to the analysts stating you have downsized and are reducing expenses. Your stock goes up.


FRENCH CORPORATION 
You have two cows. 
You go on strike because you want three cows. You go to lunch.
Life is good.


JAPANESE CORPORATION 
You have two cows. 
You redesign them so they are one-tenth the size of an ordinary cow and produce twenty times the milk. They learn to travel on unbelievably crowded trains. Most are at the top of their class at cow school.


GERMAN CORPORATION 
You have two cows.
You engineer them so they are all blond, drink lots of beer, give excellent quality milk, and run a hundred miles an hour. 
Unfortunately they also demand 13 weeks of vacation per year.


ITALIAN CORPORATION 
You have two cows but you don't know where they are. While ambling around, you see a beautiful woman. You break for lunch.
Life is good.


RUSSIAN CORPORATION 
You have two cows.
You count them and learn you have five cows.
You have some more vodka. 
You count them again and learn you have 42 cows.
You count them again and learn you have 12 cows.
You stop counting cows and open another bottle of vodka. 
You produce your 10th, 5-year plan in the last 3 months. 
The Mafia shows up and takes over however many cows you really have. 


FLORIDA CORPORATION 
You have a black cow and a brown cow.
Everyone votes for the best looking one.
Some of the people, who like the brown one best, vote for the black one.
Some people vote for both.
Some people vote for neither.
Some people can't figure out how to vote at all.
Finally, a bunch of guys from out-of-state tell you which is the best-looking one.


NEW YORK CORPORATION 
You have fifteen million cows.
You have to choose which one will be the leader of the herd, so you pick some fat cow from Arkansas.

Contact: Mathieu CORTYL
HYPERLINK "mailto:mgcortyl@singnet.com.sg" mailto:mgcortyl@singnet.com.sg

 
Paris, 13 November 2002

EFITA newsletter / 88


Wanted: data on the use of computers by UK farmers by livestock sector
Contact: Malcolm ILES
HYPERLINK "mailto:m.j.iles@greenwich.ac.uk" mailto:m.j.iles@greenwich.ac.uk


EIMA - Bologna - November 16th to 19th
I am sure that Mick and some other will be impressed!
See:  "http://www.eima.it/"http://www.eima.it/ 


Information day on Technology Enhanced Learning
5 December 2002 - Luxembourg
HYPERLINK "http://www.cordis.lu/ist/ka3/eat/" http://www.cordis.lu/ist/ka3/eat/


SEEM: Single European Electronic Market
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/seem/index_en.htm" http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/seem/index_en.htm


Spray Application Techniques in Fruit Growing
25-27 June 2003 - CUNEO (Italy)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.insad.pl/1st_ann.htm" http://www.insad.pl/1st_ann.htm
Contact: Prof. Paolo BALSARI
HYPERLINK "mailto:sprayfruit.2002@unito.it" mailto:sprayfruit.2002@unito.it


Guide to Electronic Government
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.diffuse.org/e-gov.html" http://www.diffuse.org/e-gov.html


ICT Update has a new look
ICT Update is a bi-monthly web magazine from CTA on ICTs for agricultural and rural development in ACP countries. It also appears a printed bulletin and email newsletter.
Each issue of ICT Update focuses on a specific theme.  The web magazine  features four articles relevant to ICTs for  agricultural and rural development in ACP countries, each highlighting a different aspect of the chosen theme.
In addition, the ICT Update web magazine includes a number of dynamic resources which are regularly updated by the editorial team. These include:
* News and Events
* Articles and Resources
* Projects and Links
Readers are warmly invited to contribute to this resource by sharing information on the chosen theme, and to add links to relevant documents, news and events and projects.
See: HYPERLINK "http://ictupdate.cta.int/" http://ictupdate.cta.int
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.cta.int/" http://www.cta.int


Yet another blond joke...! 
A blonde, wanting to earn some money, decided to hire herself out as a handyman-type and started canvassing a wealthy neighbourhood.
She went to the front door of the first house and asked the owner if he had any jobs for her to do. 
"Well, you can paint my porch. How much will you charge?"
The blonde said "How about 50 dollars?" 
The man agreed and told her that the paint and other materials that she might need were in the garage. 
The man's wife, inside the house, heard the conversation and said to her husband: "Does she realise that the porch goes all the way around the house?" 
The man replied, "She should, she was standing on it."
A short time later, the blonde came to the door to collect her money. 
"You're finished already?" he asked. "Yes," the blonde answered," and had paint left over, so I gave it two coats." 
Impressed, the man reached in his pocket for the $50.
"And by the way," the blonde added, "its not a Porch, its a Ferrari...."
Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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Next AGRIMMEDIA seminars in Paris (France)- in French only
- 10 December 2002 : Web and ICT for horticulture
- 25 February 2003 : Web and ICT for large crops
- 27 February 2003 : ICT tools to manage the commercial relationships with farmers, including e-commerce
- and in April 2003 : Web and ICT for pig breeders and pig chain
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Working with ACTA Informatique (as seen by Mick HARKIN)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr/beer.htm" http://www.acta-informatique.fr/beer.htm


A funny game
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.pigbrother.co.uk/" http://www.pigbrother.co.uk/


Royal Smithfield Show 2002
24 - 27 November
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.royal-smithfield.co.uk/" http://www.royal-smithfield.co.uk/


Paris agricultural show
22 February - 2 March 2003
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.simaonline.com" http://www.simaonline.com and HYPERLINK "http://www.salon-agriculture.com/" http://www.salon-agriculture.com/


Information Society as Key Enabler for Rural development
Valencia - 3 & 4 February 2003 (Sorry, I indicated November 2003 instead of November 2002 as initial dates...)
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/erural/index.htt" http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/erural/index.htt


Management and technology applications to empower agriculture and agro-food systems
The deadline to present the abstracts for the 30th CIOSTA-CIGRV-EURAGENG
conference is Nov. 30th, 2002
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agraria.unito.it/dip/deiafa/ciosta.htm" http://www.agraria.unito.it/dip/deiafa/ciosta.htm
Contact: Remigio BERRUTO
HYPERLINK "mailto:ciosta.2003@unito.it" mailto:ciosta.2003@unito.it


eCommerce Legislation and Regulatory Policy Portal...
...providing information to non-specialist entrepreneurs and business people about legislative and regulatory aspects relating to eCommerce across the EU, by:
- Presenting e-Commerce information relating to European and national legislation and policy in a user-friendly manner; 
- Providing answers about e-Commerce legislation and regulatory policy tailored to the user’s specific business activities and processes;
- Giving access to an interactive community offering various additional services to support cross-border eCommerce.
Use of eLexPortal.com services is currently free-of-charge. 
We would welcome your (free) registration. You can choose amongst various on-line services, including: receiving e-mail alerts; submitting contributions for publication on the Portal; accessing the Interactive Forum; and requesting support from the HelpDesk. 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.elexportal.com" http://www.elexportal.com
Contact: Carlo Ennio STASI
HYPERLINK "mailto:carlo@erin.lu" mailto:carlo@erin.lu


The Wisdom of a Navajo woman
A saleswoman is driving toward home in northern Arizona when she sees a Navajo woman hitchhiking. Because the trip had been long and quiet, she stops the car and the Navajo woman climbs in. During their small talk, the Navajo woman glances surreptitiously at a brown bag on the front seat between them. 

"If you're wondering what's in the bag," offers the saleswoman, "it's a bottle of wine. I got it for my husband."

The Navajo woman is silent for awhile, nods several times and says, "Good trade."
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Archives of the efita newsletter
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.acta-informatique.fr/produits/prodetserv.htm" http://www.acta-informatique.fr/produits/prodetserv.htm
Les dossiers d'ACTA Informatique
La compilation des messages de la gazette efita


Next AGRIMMEDIA seminars in Paris (France)- in French only
- 10 December 2002 : Web and ICT for horticulture
- 25 February 2003 : Web and ICT for large crops
- 27 February 2003 : ICT tools to manage the commercial relationships with farmers, including e-commerce
- and in April 2003 : Web and ICT for pig breeders and pig chain
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Carrefour network
See: HYPERLINK "http://homepages.internet.lu/carrefour/" http://homepages.internet.lu/carrefour/


Agromek i Denmark
Agromek is the largest annual agricultural mechanization exhibition in Northern Europe. All the latest developments in machines, equipment, production aids and know-how from more than 1,300 manufacturers in 30 different countries can be studied at Agromek.
Machines, installations and production aids for cattle farming and pig production will be presented in Agromek's section for livestock housing mechanization.
Agromek is not dedicated to ICT in Agriculture, but there is allot of ICT in the new technique
presented by the exhibitors.
Next Agromek: 21st - 25th January 2003 Exhibition Centre Herning. Denmark
UK edition: HYPERLINK "http://www.agromek.dk/uk/index.htm" http://www.agromek.dk/uk/index.htm
French: HYPERLINK "http://www.agromek.dk/fr/index.htm" http://www.agromek.dk/fr/index.htm
German: HYPERLINK "http://www.agromek.dk/de/index.htm" http://www.agromek.dk/de/index.htm
Contact: Nicolai Fog Hansen
HYPERLINK "mailto:lecnfh@lec.dk" mailto:lecnfh@lec.dk


Businesses, big and small, bet on wireless internet access (from The New York Times)
SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 17 - From a rooftop overlooking hundreds of failed dot-com businesses in the South of Market district here, an inelegant picture-frame sized antenna is now radiating the Internet over a 20-block area.
There are some here who think that the antenna, a wireless Internet-access transmitter and receiver, represents the next big thing.
In the wake of the wild financial boom and bust that followed the emergence of the World Wide Web eight years ago, it pays to be wary. Yet there are those who argue that the wireless Internet is the logical next example of the new industries that have successively spun out of Silicon Valley, from PC's to hand-held computers.
The next industry cycle may revolve around a wireless data technology known as Wi-Fi, which has the potential to eventually let anyone with a computer or computing device connect to the Internet at high speeds, without cables.
For evidence of the trend look no further than airport waiting lounges, Starbucks coffee shops, maybe even your next-door neighbor's den, or any of the other locales for the Wi-Fi hubs now used by an estimated 15 million wireless Net surfers in this country.
The Federal Communications Commission is taking a growing interest in the technology, and major companies including IBM, Intel and AT&T are hatching Wi-Fi plans.
See :HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/18/technology/18WIFI.html" http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/18/technology/18WIFI.html
Information given by David van Hoogstraten
HYPERLINK "mailto:david.vanhoogstraten@skynet.be" mailto:david.vanhoogstraten@skynet.be


International Hop Growers’ Convention
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.hmelj-giz.si/IHGC/" http://www.hmelj-giz.si/IHGC/
Contact : Martin PAVLOVIC
HYPERLINK "mailto:martin.pavlovic@uni-lj.si" mailto:martin.pavlovic@uni-lj.si


Sustainable tourism in rural areas – problems and solutions
International conference - January 24, 2003 in Riga, Latvia
- Report on rural tourism development in year 2002 in Latvia
- Rural tourism eco-labelling experience in Scandinavia, the Netherlands and Latvia
- Announcement of the project "A new approach to training for quality in European rural tourism”
- National and European support programs for rural tourism development
- Environment friendly practice: use of energy, waste and wastewater management etc. in rural tourism properties
- Practical hints for rural tourism providers: preparation of meals, price setting, construction of sauna etc.
Latvian Country Tourism Association “Lauku celotajs”
HYPERLINK "mailto:lauku@celotajs.lv" mailto:lauku@celotajs.lv


A wedding for the elderly

Jacob, age 92, and Rebecca, age 89, are all excited about their decision to get married. They go for a stroll to discuss the wedding and on the way they pass a drugstore. Jacob suggests they go in. Jacob addresses the man behind the counter:


Are you the owner?"

The pharmacist answers "Yes".

Jacob: "We're about to get married. Do you sell heart medication?"

Pharmacist: "Of course we do."

Jacob: "How about medicine for circulation?"

Pharmacist: "All kinds."

Jacob: "Medicine for rheumatism, scoliosis? "

Pharmacist: "Definitely."

Jacob: "How about Viagra?"

Pharmacist: "Of course."

Jacob: "Medicine for memory problems, arthritis, Jaundice?"

Pharmacist: "Yes, a large variety. The works."

Jacob: "What about vitamins, sleeping pills, Geritol, antidotes for Parkinson's disease?"

Pharmacist: "Absolutely."

Jacob: "You sell wheelchairs and walkers?"

Pharmacist: "All speeds and sizes."

Jacob says to the pharmacist: "We'd like to register here for our wedding gifts, please."
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Advertisement: Senior Lecturer in Rural Development at Faculty of Land, Food and Leisure - University of Plymouth - UK
Applications must be received by the University Personnel Department by 31 December 2002. Please request an application, quoting reference 5069/SH and the job title.
See:  "http://www.plymouth.ac.uk/vacancies"http://www.plymouth.ac.uk/vacancies 
Contact : Martyn WARREN 
HYPERLINK "mailto:mwarren@plymouth.ac.uk" mailto:mwarren@plymouth.ac.uk


Next IST call for proposals
If you look for French partners involved in ICT for agriculture and rural areas, do not hesitate to contact us. ACTA Informatique and "Jeunes Agriculteurs" (French young farmers' unions) will try to establish the right contacts in France.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


GIS-Software solutions for a Modern Agricultural and Forestry Management 
International PROGIS Conference 2003 - 21 & 22 February 2003 - Budapest / Hungary 
Main Topics: Planning, Documentation, EU-Subsidies (InVeKos), Logistics and Precision Farming 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.progis.com/event/invitation_Budapest2003" http://www.progis.com/event/invitation_Budapest2003 
Contact: Karin STROBL
HYPERLINK "mailto:kstrobl@progis.com" mailto:kstrobl@progis.com


Agriculture Online newsletter and ag e-commerce (USA)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.agriculture.com/" http://www.agriculture.com
URL indicated by Bruce ROSS
HYPERLINK "mailto:bruce.ross@skynet.be" mailto:bruce.ross@skynet.be


EU information
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.euractiv.com" http://www.euractiv.com
URL indicated by Bruce ROSS
HYPERLINK "mailto:bruce.ross@skynet.be" mailto:bruce.ross@skynet.be


Protected Geographical Indications: six new products registered
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/foodqual/quali1_en.htm" http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/foodqual/quali1_en.htm


eGov monitor Weekly newsletter (UK)
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.egovmonitor.com/newsletter/signup.asp" http://www.egovmonitor.com/newsletter/signup.asp, enter your details and press 'Submit'.


Safer Internet Action Plan
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.saferinternet.org/" http://www.saferinternet.org


Oops...A Phone Call
A woman is in bed with her lover who also happens to be her husband's best friend. They "entertain themselves" for hours, and afterwards, while they're just laying there, the phone rings.
Since it's her house, she picks up the receiver. Her lover watches her and listens intently, only hearing her side of the conversation.
Speaking in a cheery voice, she says, "Hello? Oh, hi! I'm so glad that you called. Really? That's wonderful. I am so happy for you. That sounds terrific! Great! Thanks. Okay. Bye bye."
She hangs up the telephone and her lover asks, "Who was that?"
"Oh," she replies, "that was my husband. He was telling me all about the wonderful time he's having on his fishing trip with you."
Contact : Ian HOUSEMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:ihouseman@adas.ru" mailto:ihouseman@adas.ru
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Next AGRIMMEDIA seminars in Paris (France)- in French only
- 25 February 2003 : Web and ICT for large crops
- 27 February 2003 : ICT tools to manage the commercial relationships with farmers, including e-commerce
- and in April 2003 : Web and ICT for pig breeders and pig chain
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Next CEMAGREF seminar: Information systems in Agriculture
Paris- - 26 February 2003
Contact: Frederic VIGIER
HYPERLINK "mailto:frederic.vigier@clermont.cemagref.fr" mailto:frederic.vigier@clermont.cemagref.fr


International Goat Association
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.iga-goatworld.org/" http://www.iga-goatworld.org/


Rural business directory - get a free standard listing
The RBN (rural business network) is offering a free standard entry into our comprehensive directory of over 4000 rural businesses. The rural business directory provides access to a wealth of businesses, companies and organisations in the rural sector. It is supported by the RBN, Food from Britain, and both the CLA and the NFU. You can browse the directory by category, search using keywords, company names and descriptions or simply enter a UK postcode for a list of businesses in your area. 
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.everysite.co.uk/rbn/default.asp?action=directory&id=7850#directory" http://www.everysite.co.uk/rbn/default.asp?action=directory&id=7850#directory


New Ag International conference and exhibition
Barcelona (SPAIN), 26-28 March 2003
An event not to miss for anyone involved in speciality plant nutrition, fertigation, microirrigation, foliar spraying or management of protected crops.
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.newaginternational.com" http://www.newaginternational.com
Contact : Andrew OSBORNE 
HYPERLINK "mailto:newag@newaginternational.com" mailto:newag@newaginternational.com


International PROGIS Conference 2003 in Budapest
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.progis.com/event/invitation.htm" http://www.progis.com/event/invitation.htm
Contact: Karin STROBL
HYPERLINK "mailto:kstrobl@progis.com" mailto:kstrobl@progis.com


Learning UML
Our exclusive training program will teach students the basic concepts of the object-oriented paradigm using the Unified Modelling Language (UML). Students will be introduced to concepts such as abstraction, polymorphism and encapsulation, and will learn how to use these concepts in object-oriented software development.
This short course will help attendees understand what classes, attributes and methods are, and how they can be used to build software. The course will introduce the basics of the UML and demonstrate how to build several UML diagrams required for software development. 
Students will receive hands-on training using UML software, and several diagrams will be built to demonstrate the capabilities of UML for software development.
The course provides 14 hours of training and instruction, and a Certificate of Completion will be provided upon conclusion. 
See: HYPERLINK "http://petraq.ifas.ufl.edu" http://petraq.ifas.ufl.edu
Contact: Petraq PAPAJORGJI - University of Florida
HYPERLINK "mailto: petraq@mail.ifas.ufl.edu" mailto: petraq@mail.ifas.ufl.edu


Happy Christmas
Please accept with no obligation, implied or implicit, my best wishes for an environmentally-conscious, socially responsible, low-stress, non-addictive, gender-neutral, celebration of the winter/summer solstice holiday, practiced within the most enjoyable traditions of the religious persuasion of your choice, or secular practices of your choice, with respect for the religious/secular persuasions and/or traditions of others, or their choice not to practice religious or secular traditions at all AND a fiscally-successful, personally-fulfilling and medically uncomplicated recognition of the onset of the generally accepted calendar year 2003, but not without due respect for the calendars of choice of other cultures whose contributions have helped make society great and without regard to the race, creed, colour, age, physical ability, religious faith, choice of computer platform, or sexual preference of the wisher.

Legal Terms & Contract [small print]
By accepting this greeting, you are accepting these terms. This greeting is subject to clarification or withdrawal. It is freely transferable with no alteration to the original greeting. It implies no promise by the wisher to actually implement any of the wishes for her/himself or others and is void where prohibited by law and is revocable at the sole discretion of the wisher.

This wish is warranted to perform as expected within the usual application of good tidings for a period of one year, or until the issuance of a subsequent holiday greeting (whichever comes first) and warranty is limited to replacement of this wish or issuance of a new wish at the sole discretion of the wisher.
Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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Next AGRIMMEDIA seminars in Paris (France)- in French only
- 25 February 2003 : Web and ICT for large crops
- 27 February 2003 : ICT tools to manage the commercial relationships with farmers, including e-commerce
- and in April 2003 : Web and ICT for pig breeders and pig chain
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


New EFITA web site
It is up to you to feed this new web site.
You have to send me your information (.doc or .html files).
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.efita.net" http://www.efita.net
Contact : Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie


Conference: Information Society as Key Enabler for Rural Development
Palacio de Congresos, Valencia (Spain), 3-4 February 2003

-> 3 February 2003

Opening Session
- European Commission representative
- Spanish Minister of Agriculture
- President of the Regional Government of Valencia

Information Society & Rural development: Evolution Scenarios
- European Commission: to provide first ideas on how the European Commission, member states and industry can co-operate to promote the information society in rural areas
- International organisation. To present models and experiences in the promotion of the information society in developing regions. 
- Regional Organisation: regional perspective in the promotion of information society in rural regions.
- Consulting company: To provide an overview of the main technology trends, economic models and scenarios.
- IT company: To present innovative IT solutions for rural areas.

Basic services and infrastructure
Including: Broadband access ; eGovernment ; eHealth ; Education and training, etc.

Food safety and quality 
Including: Traceability ; Remote control ; Animal welfare ; etc.

New work and business opportunities
Including: Tourism ; Teleworking ; Delocalisation of business services and factories ; Telecenters ; SMEs networks, etc.

eAgribusiness
Including: Precision farming ; eMarketplaces ; The dilemma of agrifood industries: towards a new value chain ; SMEs innovation, etc.


-> 4 February 2003
Technology Solutions and Challenges. Panel Discussion
This session will present and discuss the research and technology challenges that is necessary to address in order to make possible the information society in rural areas. Panel discussion.
- Infrastructure and access points
- Services and content: cybercommunities, business applications, rural ecommerce.

Policy and Socio-economic  Challenges. Panel Discussion
This session will present and discuss the main conclusions on the different policy needs (regional, national, European) and their integration into a coherent approach. 
Panel discussion.
- Digital divide
- European level challenges
- National level challenges
- Regional level challenges

Visit to a Regional initiative related to the information society in rural areas (optional)

How to contribute for the Conference
You can contribute to the Conference sending a communication or a request to make a presentation about your activities in the Conference. 
The communications will be publish at the web site of the Conference and could be useful for research and take up activities. 
The proposals to make a presentation at the Conference will be selected according to the innovation of the work done.
Please fill in the registration form and send it before 28 January 2003 to the fax: +s32 2 2309019.
Accepted contributions will be confirmed by email or by fax within five days.

See:  "http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/erural/index_en.htm"http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/erural/index_en.htm


If airlines sold paint...
Customer: Hi, how much is your paint?
Shop assistant: Well, that all depends
Customer: Depends on what?
Shop assistant: Actually, a lot of things
Customer: How about giving me an average price?
Shop assistant: That's too hard a question. The lowest price is £9 a gallon, and we have 150 different prices up to £200 a gallon.
Customer: What's the difference in the paint?
Shop assistant: Oh, there isn't any difference, it's all the same paint.
Customer: Well than, I'd like some of that £9 paint.
Shop assistant: When do you intend to use it?
Customer: I want to paint tomorrow, on my day off
Shop assistant: Sir, the paint for tomorrow is £200 paint.
Customer: What? When would I have to paint in order to get £9 paint?
Shop assistant: That would be in three weeks, but you will have to start painting before Friday of that week and continue painting until at least Sunday. Of course, I'll have to check if we have any of that paint available before I can sell it to you.
Customer: What do you mean check to see if you can sell it to me? You have shelves full of that stuff: I can see it right there.
Shop assistant: Just because you can see it doesn't mean that we have it. It may be the same paint, but we sell only a certain number of gallons on any given weekend. Oh, and by the way, the price just went up to £12.
Customer: You mean the price went up while we were talking?
Shop assistant: Yes, sir. We change prices and rules thousands of times a day, and since you haven't actually walked out of the store with your paint yet, we just decided to change. Unless you want the same thing to happen again, I would suggest you get on with your purchase. How many gallons do you want?
Contact: Christopher WATHES
HYPERLINK "mailto:christopher.wathes@bbsrc.ac.uk" mailto:christopher.wathes@bbsrc.ac.uk
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Merry Christmas and happy new year!
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New efita.net web site (1)
We introduced the following chapters:
- National Member Organisation (with some - non voluntary - information redundancy with infita.org)
- Archive of the efita newsletter
- Conferences and seminars
Contact: Mick HARKIN
HYPERLINK "mailto:harkin@iol.ie" mailto:harkin@iol.ie


New efita.net web site (2)
I imagine that a new chapter in the efita web site could be introduced with an European Catalogue of Ag Software Products and Services.
In this part of the site, you can present and advertise your products and services. You can look at efita.net a presentation of a few ACTA Informatique products as an example.
Please submit your products and services presentations (very simple html files). ACTA Informatique will ask you small fees to cover its expenses.
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
HYPERLINK "mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr" mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Best wishes from the Library and Documentation Systems Division of the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations
See: HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/waicent/faoinfo/gil/card/greetings.htm" http://www.fao.org/waicent/faoinfo/gil/card/greetings.htm
Contact: Anton MANGSTL
mailto:anton.mangstl@fao.org


Agricultural IT Conference, Fuglsoe, Denmark, 27-28 February 2003
The Conference starts Thursday morning, 27 February, with invited speakers from The Netherlands (IT in agrifood chains) and Australia (DSS for farmers). The afternoon programme contains three parallel sessions on Internet in agriculture, Disease spread models and DSS, and Agricultural Engineering. Friday morning has 5 presentations on DSS in Australia, weather forecasting, chemometrics, visualisation, and mobile Internet.
Programme and registration: HYPERLINK "http://www.dina.dk/itj2003" http://www.dina.dk/itj2003
Contact: Iver Thysen
HYPERLINK "mailto:iver.thysen@agrsci.dk" mailto:iver.thysen@agrsci.dk


Newsletter of the Agriculture DG
See: HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/coreservices/mailing/index.cfm?serviceid=1551" http://europa.eu.int/comm/coreservices/mailing/index.cfm?serviceid=1551


Happy ending...
Once upon a time, in a land far away, a beautiful, independent, self-assured princess happened upon a frog as she sat, contemplating ecological issues on the shores of an unpolluted pond in a verdant meadow near her castle.
The frog hopped into the princess' lap and said: "Elegant Lady, I was once a handsome prince, until an evil witch cast a spell upon me. One kiss from you, however, and I will turn back into the dapper, young prince that I am and then, my sweet, we can marry and set up house keeping in your castle with my mother, where you can prepare my meals, clean my clothes, bear my children, and forever feel grateful and happy doing so".
That night, as the princess dined sumptuously on a repast of lightly sautéed frog legs seasoned in a white wine and onion cream sauce, she chuckled and thought to herself: "I don't think so"!!

