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Newsletter content
This newsletter is yours. Please feel free to contribute to its content!
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


CIGR International Congress on Information Technology in Agriculture, Food and Environment (ITAFE'03)
Izmir - October 2003, 07-10
See: http://itafe.ege.edu.tr
Contact: Kamil SINDIR
mailto:sindir@bornova.ege.edu.tr


International Biocontrol Manufacturers Association (IBMA)
See: http://www.ibma.ch
Contact: Sara CHATHAM
mailto:sara.chatham@wanadoo.fr


Cereals events
See: http://www.lesculturales.com
See: http://www.cerealsevent.org.uk


Debates about GM crops
See: http://www.gmpublicdebate.org.uk


CropLife International
See: http://www.croplife.org


Paradoxes in food and agriculture
See: http://www.foodfirst.org


International Federation of Agricultural Producers
See: http://www.ifap.org


Slugs and snails: Agricultural, Veterinary and Environmental Perspectives
Canterbury, Kent, UK – 8-9 September 2003
See: http://www.bcpc.org/events/slugs&snails


International advances in pesticide application
University of London, UK – 5-7 January 2004
See: http://www.aab.org.uk


Holy Moses
A guy goes on vacation to the Holy Land with his wife and mother-in-law. The mother-in-law dies. They go to an undertaker who explains that they can ship the body home but that it'll cost over $5000, whereas they can bury her in the Holy Land for only $150. 

The guy thinks for a moment and says, "We'll ship her home."

The undertaker asks, "Are you sure? That's an awfully big expense and we can do a very nice burial here."

The guy says, "Look, 2000 years ago they buried a guy here and three days later he rose from the dead. I just can't take that chance."
Contact: Mick HARKIN
mailto:harkin@iol.ie


Try it! It only takes 2 seconds... Go to google.com
Enter "weapons of mass destruction" and click on "I'm feeling lucky" (not on Search)
Then ... read carefully the error message...
Contact: Franz GUERDER
mailto:guerder@itavi.asso.fr
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EFITA 2003
A nice mix of purely scientific research, applied research, product research and development, market analysis… An event supported by EU Information Society Directorate General (Grant IST-2001-92567), Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, and Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture.
Contact: Miklos HERDON
mailto:herdon@date.hu


EFITA 2005 conference
Summer 2004 - Vila Real, University of Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro (near Porto - Portugal).
See: http://www.utad.pt
See: http://www.agriculturadigital.org
Contact: Miguel DE CASTRO NETO
mailto:mneto@isa.utl.pt


EFITA Newsletter content
This newsletter is yours. Please feel free to contribute to its content!
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


International PROGIS Conference
Faak am See / Carinthia / Austria - 10-12 September 2003
During our last spring conference in Budapest, we gave new insights concerning managing agricultural enterprises to participants coming from NGO's, private organizations, governments and universities of 15 different countries. What was partly vision then is now manifested in the new, reformed agricultural policy, CAP decided on 26th of June by the EU agricultural ministers in Luxembourg. The key elements are: environment, food safety, competition, market orientation, transparency, quality assurance, cross compliance of agronomical decisions. PROGIS software is ready for it.
From 10th until 12th of September 2003 we will introduce you in depth the new product features and benefits of WinGIS with its lots of new functionalities and i/net solutions, and the skillful WinGIS application AGROffice integrating (Geo)traceability, Invekos Field Profitability Calculations, Thematic Maps, Logistics, Fertilizer Recommendations and Precision Farming. Software and technology for single farmers or as service and consultant solutions for complete regions/countries, being already in practice.
See: http://www.progis.com/event/faakersee/info.htm
See: http://www.progis.com/event/faakersee/e.doc 
Contact: Mrs. Karin STROBL
mailto:strobl@progis.com


SITEVI 2003
November 25-27, 2003 – Montpellier (France)
See: http://www.sitevi.com


European forest
EUFORGEN is a collaborative mechanism among European countries to promote conservation and sustainable use of forest genetic resources.
See: http://www.euforgen.org


German / French web site
Institut Transfrontalier d'Application et de Développement Agronomique / Grenzüberschreitendes Institut zur rentablen umweltgerechten Landbewirtschaftung
See: http://www.itada.org/deutsch/home.shtm


ICT adoption by US farmers (EFITA 2003 conference)
In 2001, 55 percent of the 2,165,000 farms in the United States had computer access, and about 43 percent had internet access, compared to 12 percent in 1997. In addition, the percent of ownership, including owned or leased computers, increased from 31 percent in 1997 to 50 percent in 2001 (NASS, 2001).
Technology adoption is related to the farm’s income level. In 2001, 54 percent or more of US farms earning $250,000 or more had access to a computer; 55 percent of them reported using computers for business, and 58 percent have internet access. Farms with lower incomes had significantly lower percentages.
Contact: Fedro S. ZAZUETA
mailto:fsz@ufl.edu


ICT adoption by Dutch farmers (EFITA 2003 conference)
Between 1992 and 2001, a two-yearly investigation was conducted to monitor the development in the use of computers and ICT related-applications at Dutch dairy, pig or poultry farms. Overall results show a considerable increase in the use of these tools. In dairy farming for instance, of a total of 22.612 farms with more than 30 milking cows that were included in the year 2001, 80% had at least 1 computer, compared to 57% of the 25.611 farms in 1997. After the introduction of Internet, an explosive growth resulted in 60% of the dairy farmers using this medium in 2001, with e-mail, easy access to information and direct communication with external companies mentioned as the most important reasons. At least 8000 farmers used Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) for communication with external companies. In pig farming a distinction is made between farms with breeding sows and farms with finishing pigs. In 2001, a computer was present at respectively 94% of the 5220 farms and 85% of the 9930 farms, compared to 67% of 7179 farms and 48% of 12826 farms in 1997. On farms with breeding sows the use of Internet was 73% in 2001 and on farms with finishing pigs 61%. At least 50% and 38% of the farms respectively used EDI for communication with external companies. In poultry farming 84% of the 1050 farms with laying hens and 80 % of the 1008 farms with broilers used a computer in 2001, compared to 51% of 1130 and 56% of 1300 farms respectively in 1997. Internet was used by 66% of the poultry farmers.
Contact: A. VAN BUITEN
mailto:ab.vanbuiten@wur.nl


Use of PC in UK Agriculture (December 2001) – figures already given in this newsletter
60% of holdings had access to a computer. Of these, 35% of holdings used the computer for the farm business. Larger holdings are more likely to have access to a computer (and to use a computer for farm business purposes) than smaller holdings.
General cropping and cereal farms are more likely than other farm types to have access to a computer and to use a computer for farm business purposes.
26% of holdings used the internet for farm business purposes.
Contact: Andy OFFER
mailto:andy.offer@adas.co.uk


Farming on-Line (EFITA 2003 conference)
Farming Online was established in 1966 and was the first Internet service dedicated to UK agriculture. The electronic publishing company is probably one of the longest established pay to view portals on the Internet. In December 2001 Farming Online was subject to a management buyout and is now independently owned.
There are over 5000 subscribers to Farming Online paying for a range of services from 24 hour weather to an all inclusive subscription for news articles, prices, weather and alerts.
The total number of registered users to Farming Online is over 40,000 of which 24,000 are regular active users, of these over 16,000 have an email address supplied by Farming Online. In a typical day about 2,000 unique users visit the site with a typical month recording 6 –7,000 unique users, representing over 1 million hectares of arable land. User profiles show that about 60% are farmers and the remaining being corporate companies, consultants and research or government funded organisations.
Contact: Andy OFFER
mailto:andy.offer@adas.co.uk


Use of PC in different regions of Germany (Baden-Wuerttemberg – BW and Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Sachsen – MVS, North Germany -NG)
The vast majority (between 85% and 95%) of farms surveyed had a computer, most for 6 to 10 year prior to the survey. Agricultural software programmes used most often are crop management programs, bookkeeping software, cattle management- and pig management software.
Internet access is widely established among German farms, two thirds of all BW and NG farms and even 83% of all MVS farms have access. ISDN connections dominate modem access.
Contact: S. STRICKER
mailto:sstricker@agric-econ.uni-kiel.de


Irish friends 
A man stumbles up to the only other patron in a bar and asks if he could buy him a drink.
"Why, of course," comes the reply.
The first man then asks, "Where are you from?"
"I'm from Ireland," replies the second man.
The first man responds: "You don't say, I'm from Ireland too! Let's have another round to Ireland."
"Of course," says the second. Curious, the first asks:
"Where in Ireland?"
"Dublin," comes the reply.
"I can't believe it, Me too! Lets have another round of drinks to Dublin."
"Of course" The second man can't help himself so he asks, "What school did you attend?"
"Saint Mary's", replies the first man. "I graduated in '62."
"This is becoming unbelievable!!!" They say in union.
About that time, in comes one of the regulars and sits down at the bar.
"What's up?" he asks the bartender.
"Nothing much," replied the bartender. "The O'Malley twins are drunk again!"
Contact: Mathieu CORTYL
mailto:mathieu.cortyl@biomin.net
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EFITA web site
Our web site archives all EFITA newsletters.
You can use it to announce the events that you organise.
See: http://www.efita.net


EFITA2003 Conference Proceedings Contents and Papers ; Photos
See: http://www.date.hu/efita2003/ 
> You can buy the PRINTED VERSION and CD-ROM. The price is 50 Euros. Please write your order letter to the efita2003@date.hu if you would like to buy it.
> EFITA 2003: Conference photos
See: http://www.date.hu/efita2003/EFITA_photo/photos.html


EFITA 2005 conference
Summer 2005 - Vila Real, University of Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro (near Porto - Portugal).
See: http://www.utad.pt
See: http://www.agriculturadigital.org
Contact: Miguel DE CASTRO NETO
mailto:mneto@isa.utl.pt


E-commerce & Agriculture: a report by Andrew CRAGG
This report is available on the EFITA web site.
See: http://www.efita.net


International Union of Food Science and Technology (IUFoST)
12th IUFoST Congress, 16.-20.07.2003, Chicago
See: http://www.worldfoodscience.org/worldcongress


GIL Jahrestagung, 15.-17.09.2003, Göttingen (Anmeldefrist)
Unter dem Leitthema "Mobile Information - Chancen für die Agrarwirtschaft und ihre Partner" veranstaltet die Gesellschaft für Informatik in der Land-, Forst- und Ernährungswirtschaft e.V. ihre 24. Jahrestagung in Göttingen vom 15. bis 17. September. Welche Chancen und Hindernisse die mobilen Informationstechnologien mit dem drahtlosen Zugang zum Internet und dessen Anwendungen haben, wird auf der Tagung erörtert. Eine Anmeldung zur Tagung bis zum 31. Juli 2003 ist wünschenswert und spart 15 Euro.
Sehen: http://www.agrarinformatik.de


@RURAL conference- purpose and goals
15 September 2003 - Brussels
The conference of Valencia was a success. It demonstrated the interest of many actors to set up some projects related to e-rural development. 
But the Valencia conference also showed the necessity to develop a mechanism of cooperation and information exchanges between all participants in order to set up of common projects at the European level. The need of a close cooperation is, indeed, necessary if we want for projects submitted to the FP6 to be successful.
As a follow-up of the Valencia conference, it was, then, decided by some European associations (EFITA, AFIA, CCSS, etc.) to organise a new conference in Brussels. The mission of these associations is to facilitate the exchange of information and experience, the development of knowledge in the area of ICT in agriculture in order to enhance the competitiveness of Europe and to promote the awareness of ICT in agriculture and rural areas of Europe in general.
With this in mind the detailed aims of the conference are as follows:
- to present policy issues to participants (eEurope2005, Rural Development policy of the EU, Declaration of Valencia…)
- to identify ICT adoption possibilities offered by FP6
- to create a current and future meeting place to facilitate exchanges of information, experience and plans between all Europeans actors - including the setting up of common projects at a European level
- to identity all actors involved in such projects tin an effort to try to establish cooperation rather than competition in program development and implementation
- to establish three core groups of professionals for the above priorities with networking facilities
The conference will take place in Brussels, September 15th.
The programme of the conference is : 
9 00 - 9 30: Registration
9 30 - 9 45: Opening
9 45 - 10 00: Presentation of Valencia declaration as a base for an ICT Rural Policy 
10 00 - 10 45: Presentation of Commission (6FP6,andother related activities)
10 45 - 11 15: Coffee - break
11 15 - 12 00: Invited speakers’ presentations
12 00 - 13 00: Presentation of previous projects
13 00 - 14 00: Lunch
14 00 - 16 00 : Contributions of programs, initiatives and proposals for cooperation
16 00 - 18 00 : Networking
The registration form is available on the EFITA web site.
See: http://www.efita.net
Contacts: Jerome STEFFE, Karel CHARVÁT
mailto:j-steffe@enitab.fr, mailto:charvat@lesprojekt.cz


International workshop: StatGIS 2003 - Interfacing (Geo)Statistics, GIS and Spatial Data Bases
Sept. 29 - Oct. 1, 2003 - Poertschach, Austria
Main Sections:
- Geostatistics: Theory and New Methods (Conveners: W.G. Müller, J. Pilz)
- Combining Statistics and GIS (Conveners: R. Bivand, G. Dubois)
- Geostatistical Applications (Conveners: H. Glass, M. Kanevsky)
- Spatial Data Bases and Mapping (Conveners: V. Gomez, B. Rowlingson)
- Geostatistical Software Developments (Conveners: E. Pebesma, P. Ribeiro)
See: http://www-stat.uni-klu.ac.at/Tagungen/StatGIS-03/
We invite you to contribute papers to the above mentioned sections. 
Contact: Prof. Dr. Juergen PILZ
mailto:juergen.pilz@uni-klu.ac.at


Special issue on transparency in netchains for Journal on Chain and Network Science - Call for contributions by Gert Jan Hofstede, guest editor
> JCNS, Journal on Chain and Network Science, is an academic journal in the area of co-operation between organisations, notably in supply chains. A special issue on transparency is due in 2004. Empirical research articles are sought.
> One of the current themes in chain and network science is transparency. It refers to the availability of relevant product-related information to various stakeholders in netchains. Transparency is seen as vital for responsiveness of netchains and as an element connected to quality, logistics and, in the case of food, safety.
Transparency is essentially an information-related concept, but it has both technological and social implications. Achieving transparency requires surmounting obstacles in both domains. As for the social side, lack of transparency is a frequent cause for failed co-operation between organisations. The issue of transparency is hardly present in academic literature at this moment, and it is not likely to be solved soon.
> If you consider submitting an article, please send a one-page abstract to Gert Jan Hofstede, the guest editor, before 1 October 2003.
> Litterature: Hofstede, Gert Jan (2003) "Transparency in netchains". in Zsolt Harnos, Miklós Herdon & Troy B. Wiwczaroski (eds) Information Technology for a better agri-food sector, environment and rural living, proc. 4th Conference of the European Federation for Information Technology in Agriculture, Food and Environment. Debrecen, Hungary: University of Debrecen, pp 17-29.
See: http://www.date.hu/efita2003/centre/index.php
See: http://www.sls.wau.nl/bk/journal/index.html
Contact: Gert Jan HOFSTEDE
mailto:gertjan.hofstede@wur.nl


Transparency in Netchains
Because the food and agribusiness sector have such obvious links to public health, improving transparency (its preconditions, effects and institutional embedding, international aspects) in them is particularly important. The international dimension is imperative because most of the food we buy in our shops crosses national borders during its production. A multidisciplinary approach is imperative too.
Three levels of transparency may be identified:
- history transparency (e.g. tracking and tracing),
- operations transparency (e.g. collaborative logistics planning) and 
- strategy transparency (e.g. joint innovation).
While the first of these has a defensive connotation, the latter could be logical next steps.
EFITA lecture: http://www.info.wau.nl/educational_files/gjh/Transp%20EFITA%2003.ppt
A review paper on transparency: http://www.klict.org/general.asp?cat=FOCUS&Lang=EN
Contact: Gertjan HOFSTEDE
mailto:gertjan.hofstede@wur.nl


Trends in Food Science and Technology: a special issue on genetically modified foods
See: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=GatewayURL&_origin=CONTENTS&_method=citationSearch&_piikey=S0924224403001250&_version=1&md5=aa090a17baa5e644f555264690c60ca2


Our Leaders...! 
A squad of American soldiers was patrolling along the Iraqi border when they discovered the badly mangled, dead body of an Iraqi soldier lying in a ditch along side the road.
A short distance up the road, they found a badly mangled American soldier in a ditch on the other side of the road, who was still barely alive. They ran to him, cradled his bloodied head and asked him what had happened.
"Well," he whispered, "I was walking down this road, armed to the teeth and came across this heavily armed Iraqi border guard. I looked him right in the eye and shouted, "Saddam Hussein is an unprincipled, lying piece
of trash!" 
He looked me right in the eye and shouted back, "Bill Clinton, Tom Daschle, Ted Kennedy and most of your Democrats are unprincipled, lying pieces of trash too!" 
"Then what happened?"
"We were standing there shaking hands when the truck hit us."
Contact: Mick HARKIN
mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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EFITA web site
Our web site archives all EFITA newsletters.
You can use it to announce the events that you organise.
See: http://www.efita.net


EFITA2003 Conference Proceedings Contents and Papers ; Photos
See: http://www.date.hu/efita2003/ 
> You can buy the PRINTED VERSION and CD-ROM. The price is 50 Euros. Please write your order letter to the efita2003@date.hu if you would like to buy it.
> EFITA 2003: Conference photos
See: http://www.date.hu/efita2003/EFITA_photo/photos.html


New website for ECPA
John Stafford, the initiator of the series on European Conferences on Precision Agriculture took the chance of the conferences to set up a new website, that will serve for all conferences in the future. There he also provides information and material of the past conferences.
See: http://www.ecpa-europe.org


7th International Conference on Precision Agriculture and Other Precision Resources Management 
July 25 – 28, 2004 - Minneapolis / Minnesota (USA)
http://precision.agri.umn.edu/Conference


AFITA/WCCA 2004
Bangkok - Thailand - August 9-12, 2004
Joint conference: 4 th International Conference of Asian Federation of Information Technology in Agriculture and 2 nd World Congress on Computers in Agriculture and Natural Resources.
See: http://www.afitaandwcca2004.net/


5ECPA and 2ECPLF
European Conference on Precision Agriculture + European Conference on Precision Livestock Farming
9 - 12 June, 2005 - Uppsala, Sweden
Contact: Lars THYLEN
mailto:lars.thylen@jti.slu.se


Seminar on strategies to increase IT adoption and usage
A seminar on 'firms and consumers facing e-commerce: strategies to increase IT adoption and use' will be held from 11 to 13 September in Rimini, Italy. 
The purpose of the event is to: 
- review the present state of art in the field of research on diffusion, adoption and actual use of e-commerce on behalf of both firms and consumers; 
- develop new ideas and strategies for increasing diffusion and usage of this technology by jointly taking into account firms' and consumers' resistance; 
- set a research agenda on strategies to increase e-commerce diffusion in the European context. 
The seminar is open to experts in psychology, economics, management and marketing, as well as academics conducting research in the field of e-commerce.
See: http://www.psice.unibo.it/Psicologia+Cesena/Eventi/ect.htm


Single European Electronic Market
Report of the workshop held on 11 March 2003
See: http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/ebusiness/ecommerce/seemmarch/seem_report_july.pdf


New issue of eGovernment Ireland
See: http://newsweaver.ie/enn1/index000030994.cfm?x¡GfkC4,aq7vgVM


The Dutch agriculture portal site (EFITA 2003 conference)
The portal website ZIEZO.biz is an initiative of Agroportal bv. This internet company has been founded in may 2002 and is situated in the center of the agricultural area of the Netherlands. Agroportal’s vision is to become the best place for Dutch farmers and horticulturists to serve information and e-commerce activities for optimizing their business.
To accomplish this vision, Agroportal has consolidated some of the current leading agriculture forces, among which the GD Animal Health Institute, Agrifirm (feed industry), Rabobank (banking) and LTO Nederland (farmers union). The agricultural internet company is a market oriented organization, responding to the online demands and needs of their costumers and partners. The Core Services are:
- Portal content: actualities and background information;
- Business Administration applications: registration forms and management tools;
- Buying and Selling applications within an secured environment.
In 2003 more than 75 percent of the farmers has a connection on the internet. In particular the Dutch glass house horticulture and dairy farming are well presented on the net.
ZIEZO.biz has a daily user session average of 3000 visitors. At least 50.000 users have a paid membership with access to a personalised area with applications and content, based on an Oracle Portal and secured with Site minder- technology.
See: http://www.ziezo.biz
Contact: Fokke DE JONG
mailto:fokke.dejong@agroportal.nl


ICT Update, a bimonthly web magazine edited by CTA (NL)
> EU Water Fund to support ACP countries
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/209/
> Sixth Water Information Summit
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/213/
> Geographical information systems (GIS)
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/view/214
> GIS-supported database to improve the management of irrigation water supply systems
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/212/1/39/ 
> GIS technology to help water risk management in the Pacific region
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/208/1/39/
> In the Philippines, water pumps using smart card technology
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/210/1/39/
> Système d’Observation du Cycle Hydrologique de l’Afrique de l’Ouest et Centrale (AOC-HYCOS)
Voir : http://aochycos.ird.ne/
> North-Western Sahara Aquifer System (NWSAS) programme
See: http://www.unesco.org/oss-sass/vuk/presentation_sassuk.htm
> WaterNet
See: http://www.waternetonline.ihe.nl/
> Small Island Water Information Network (SIWIN)
See: http://www.siwin.org/
> Caribbean Dialogue on Water and Climate, an initiative of the Organization of American States (OAS)
See: http://www.oas.org/cdwc/
> Caribbean: FRIEND-AMIGO
The Flow Regimes from International Experimental and Network Data (FRIEND-AMIGO) project aims to improve understanding of the spatial and temporal variability of hydrological processes in the region by sharing data of local observation networks and experimental basins and assessing the human impacts on regional climate change and flow regimes.
See: http://www.friend-amigo.org/frset_main.htm
> South Pacific Applied Geo-science Commission (SOPAC)
See: http://www.sopac.org.fj/
> GramChitra, Linux-based GIS software for handheld computers
The software can create a wide variety of maps, but is particularly useful for accessing water sources in rural areas. Users can check water maps of their village to pinpoint the location and quality of water.
See: http://www.linuxjournal.com/article.php?sid=6165
> Monitoring daily water levels and storage capacity through data received via the web in India
See: http://waterinfo.nic.in/
See: http://waterinfo.nic.in/wrid_soft.html
> UNESCO Water Portal
See: http://www.unesco.org/water/water_links/
> InterWATER: 650 organisations and networks in the water supply and sanitation sector with a strong focus on developing countries.
See: http://www.irc.nl/interwater/
> AQUASTAT: water and agriculture
See: http://www.fao.org/ag/agl/aglw/aquastat/main/
> Water Conservation and Use in Agriculture information system (WCA infoNET)
See: http://www.wca-infonet.org/
> Ethiopian Natural Resources and Environmental Meta-Database (ENRAEMED)
See: http://63.81.137.19/geoinfo/ethiopia/index.html
> R-HydroNET: regional hydro-meteorological data network for South America, Central America, and the Caribbean
See: http://www.r-hydronet.sr.unh.edu/english/
> Indian Hydrology Database
See: http://www.hydrologyproject.com/


Advanced Agricultural Measurement Systems (AAMS)
AAMS is a young company that started last year with the development and production of testing, measuring and calibration equipment for agricultural machinery. At the moment, we are focusing mostly on the products for checking and inspecting sprayers and fertiliser spreaders. Besides the products for sprayers and fertiliser spreaders, other products are developed on demand.
Our products can and are being used by test stations, manufacturers, machinery dealers, workshops, extension officers and advisers and even by farmers.
See : http://www.aams.be/
Contact: Jan LANGENAKENS
mailto:jan.langenakens@aams.be


And the Lord spoke to Noah and said…
"In one year, I am going to make it rain and cover the whole Earth with water until all flesh is destroyed. But I want you to save the righteous people and two of every kind of living thing on the earth. therefore, I am commanding you to build an Ark."

In a flash of lightning, God delivered the specifications for an Ark.

In fear and trembling, Noah took the plans and agreed to build the Ark.

"Remember" said the Lord, "You must complete the Ark and bring everything aboard in one year."

Exactly one-year later, fierce storm clouds covered the earth and all the seas of the earth went into a tumult.

The Lord saw that Noah was sitting in his front yard weeping.

"Noah," He shouted. "Where is the Ark?"

"Lord, please forgive me!" cried Noah. "I did my best, but there were big problems. First, I had to get a permit for construction and your plans did not meet the codes. I had to hire an engineering firm and redraw the plans. Then I got into a fight with OSHA over whether or not the Ark needed a fire sprinkler system and flotation devices."

"Then my neighbour objected, claiming I was violating zoning ordinances by building the Ark in my front yard, so I had to get a variance from the city planning commission."

"Then I had problems getting enough wood for the Ark, because there was a ban on cutting trees to protect the Spotted Owl. I finally convinced the U.S. Forest Service that I needed the wood to save the owls however, the Fish and Wildlife Service won't let me catch any owls. So, no owls."

"The carpenters formed a union and went out on strike. I had to negotiate a settlement with the National Labour Relations Board before anyone would pick up a saw or a hammer. Now I have 16 carpenters on the Ark, but still no owls."

"When I started rounding up the other animals, I got sued by an animal rights group. They objected to me only taking two of each kind aboard. Just when I got the suit dismissed, the EPA notified me that I could not complete the Ark without filing an environmental impact statement on your proposed flood. They didn't take very kindly to the idea that they had no jurisdiction over the conduct of the Creator of the universe."

"Then the Army Engineers demanded a map of the proposed new flood plain. I sent them a map."

"Right now, I am trying to resolve a complaint filed with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission that I am practising discrimination by not taking godless, unbelieving people aboard."

"The IRS has seized my assets, claiming that I'm building the Ark in preparation to flee the country to avoid paying taxes."

"I just got a notice from the state that I owe them some kind of user tax and failed to register the Ark as a "recreational watercraft"."

"Finally, the ACLU got the courts to issue an injunction against further construction of the Ark, saying that since God is flooding the earth, it is a religious event and therefore unconstitutional. I really don't think I can finish the Ark for another five or six years!" Noah wailed.

The sky began to clear, the sun began to shine and the seas began to calm. A rainbow arched across the sky.

Noah looked up hopefully. "You mean You are not going to destroy the earth, Lord?"

Contact: Christopher WATHES
mailto:christopher.wathes@bbsrc.ac.uk
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@RURAL conference (see efita newsletter dated 21 July, 2003)
Conference Centre Albert Borschette. Rue Froissart 36. Room AB-OD
15 September 2003 - Brussels
- to present policy issues to participants (eEurope2005, Rural Development policy of the EU, Declaration of Valencia…)
- to identify ICT adoption possibilities offered by FP6
- to create a current and future meeting place to facilitate exchanges of information, experience and plans between all Europeans actors - including the setting up of common projects at a European level
- to identity all actors involved in such projects tin an effort to try to establish cooperation rather than competition in program development and implementation
- to establish three core groups of professionals for the above priorities with networking facilities
The registration form is available on the EFITA web site.
See: http://www.efita.net
Contacts: Jerome STEFFE, Karel CHARVÁT
mailto:j-steffe@enitab.fr, mailto:charvat@lesprojekt.cz


2nd international conference on information systems & innovative technologies in agriculture, food and environment
18-20 March 2004, Thessaloniki, Greece
Organised by Hellenic Association of Information and Communication Technology in Agriculture, Food and Environment (HAICTA)
Deadline for abstracts submission: 15 September 2003
See: http://www.epegenorth.gr
Contact: Basil MANOS
mailto:manosb@agro.auth.gr


Memorandum of understanding for International Cooperation on the Utilisation of IT for Agriculture, Food and the Environment
See : http://www.efita.net


European Centre for Information on Marine Science and Technology
See: http://www.eurocean.org


Use of ICT in Czech Republic Agriculture (July 2002)
55% of agrarian enterprises (>100 ha) are connected to the Internet.
See: http://www.agris.cz
Contact: Radek BRAZDA
mailto:brazda@pef.czu.cz


Intra- and inter-enterprise traceability (EFITA 2003 conference)
Traceability along the agri-food supply chain basically is the combination of two processes: intra-enterprise traceability and inter-enterprise traceability.
At first traceability is a problem that each enterprise has to address. However if enterprises working in the same sector adopt different ways to describe the input, the production processes, the output… there will be no way to communicate information either to providers or to clients.
This is the reason why it is necessary to focus attention on the adoption of common data references at enterprise level (farm), to describe e.g. crop protection chemicals, implements, interventions, analysis (soil, milk, etc.) in the same way.
As traceability at intra-enterprise level is becoming established, traceability at inter-enterprise level may be seen as totally linked to logistics that makes it necessary to have a precise identification of all products (see bar codes). As far as information about these products is concerned, three options are most often considered:
- The first type is information of a proprietary nature and this remains at the enterprise level, and it will be "publicly" published only when a problem occurs. This is the basis of most available traceability systems today.
- The second type of information has to be transmitted along the chain e.g. to guarantee its quality (see organic farming production). In this case, the role of the Internet and of its low-cost information exchanges (see web services and XML formats) is increasing, when the type utilising EDIFACT should diminish if new actors succeed in imposing their solutions.
- The third type of information is managed by neutral third parties, which develop information exchange platforms. These platforms are multilingual and multi-actor platforms. Producers and distributors keep there the whole story of all the products that they produce and distribute. The success of such platforms remains questionable today and will depend on the attitude of the main distribution networks.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


ETI.NET – Italian E-traceability web-based platform for the collection and sharing of traceability information
Eti.NET is a web-based platform making traceability system IT enabled. Eti.NET enables the stakeholders to record, compile, transfer and interrogate complex traceability information at every stage of the food chain - production, processing, distribution and delivery. A robust central data storage is set up for each specific food chain facilitating the real- time collection, authentication and retrieval of any traceability information quickly and effectively. The food industry sectors supported by Eti.NET platform are: Fresh and processed vegetables, Farm assurance schemes, Livestock (bovine, porcine, ovine and caprine animals), Dairy industries, Wood industries and Fishery products. Eti.net manages the chain traceability i.e. traceability between links in the chain. The focus is on information, which accompanies the product from one link in the chain to the next to extend traceability for any product through all stages of production, processing and distribution. Eti.NET creates a link between materials, their origin and processing, distribution and location after delivery. Information concerning each batch are real-time available to all the other stakeholders. A food chain holder (chain supervisor) can retrieve via Internet a real-time overview of the chain data flow i.e. information on the identity of the single batches/units/lots, where they have been and when.
Eti.NET follows a food, feed, food-producing animal or substance through all stages of production and distribution. The food chain is built up by linking up and integrating data collection and recording systems throughout the plant/operation giving real- time validation to ensure compliance with quality procedures and guaranteeing full backward and forward traceability. Eti.Net is provided for rent as application service provisioning (ASP): no buying costs, no investments charge. The platform is full web based: no local installation required, only web browser is needed. The time for the implementation/upgrading of IT enabled traceability systems within a food chain can be dramatically reduced with minimal changes in process control systems. Eti.NET integrates data from multiple sources using the XML standard.
Eti.NET is composed of (1) Web- interfaces for the data entry, data editing and data retrieval, (2) Files uploading procedures (XML and ASCII files) to gather data from existing on- industries IT systems, (3) A robust central database. The modules (1) and (2) have been developed in Microsoft .NET environment, the database is SQLServer 2000. The Italian Association of Breeders (AIA) currently uses Eti.net platform for its Cattle Tracing Scheme. The system records the identification and slaughtering of Cattle and the cattle movements. A Beef Labelling Scheme completes the traceability chain from abattoir to plate for fresh and frozen beef/veal and processed beef products. The service manages the traceability information of around 2,6 millions of animals and is accessed by 50-70 users daily. Eti.net platform is also used to manage the following food chains in the south of Italy: processed tomato (San Marzano tomato), olive oil, production of “limoncello” (Italian lemon liqueur) from “penisola sorrentina” lemons (Naples), “Caciocavallo” cheese.
See: http://www.etinet.biz/eng
See: http://www.altavianet.it
Contact: Gianfranco GIANNERINI
mailto:g.giannerini@altavianet.it


Agricultural information and decision support by SMS (EFITA 2003 conference)
A warning system where up-to-date and local agricultural information is communicated by SMS is developed in Denmark. The system has two types of warnings: Push-type warnings are sent regularly or when certain criteria are met, as specified by the user, while pull-type warnings are sent on the user’s request by SMS. A web-based DSS, which require data updated frequently by the user, has been enabled for operation by SMS. Applying widely distributed and well-known technology, the SMS systems make information and decision support available to the farmer whenever he needs it and wherever he is.
See: http://www.planteinfo.dk
Contact: Iver THYSEN
mailto:iver.thysen@agrsci.dk


Prizes
Zebediah was in the fertilized egg business. He had several hundred young layers, called pullets, and eight or ten roosters, whose job was to fertilize the eggs. Zeb kept records, and any rooster that didn't perform well went into the soup pot and was replaced. That took an awful lot of Zeb's time, so Zeb got a set of tiny bells and attached them to his roosters. 
Each bell had a different tone so that Zeb could tell, from a distance, which rooster was performing. 
Now he could sit on the porch and fill out an efficiency report simply by listening to the bells. 
Zeb's favorite rooster was old Brewster. A very fine specimen he was, too. But on this particular morning, Zeb noticed that Brewster's bell had not rung at all... 
Zeb went to investigate. 
The other roosters were chasing pullets, bells a-ringing!!! The pullets, hearing the roosters coming would run for cover. 
But, to Zeb's amazement, Brewster had his bell in his beak so it couldn't ring. He'd sneak up on a pullet, do his job and walk on to the next one. 
Zeb was so proud of Brewster that he entered him in the county fair. 
Brewster was an overnight sensation...
The judges not only awarded him the No Bell Piece Prize but also the Pulletsurprise...
Contact: Tony Peers
mailto:tony@thepeers.demon.co.uk
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@RURAL conference
Conference Centre Albert Borschette. Rue Froissart 36. Room AB-OD
15 September 2003 - Brussels
- to present policy issues to participants (eEurope2005, Rural Development policy of the EU, Declaration of Valencia…)
- to identify ICT adoption possibilities offered by FP6
- to create a current and future meeting place to facilitate exchanges of information, experience and plans between all Europeans actors - including the setting up of common projects at a European level
- to identity all actors involved in such projects tin an effort to try to establish cooperation rather than competition in program development and implementation
- to establish three core groups of professionals for the above priorities with networking facilities
The programme of the conference is : 
9 00 - 9 30: Registration
9 30 - 9 45: Opening
9 45 - 10 00: Presentation of Valencia declaration as a base for an ICT Rural Policy 
10 00 - 10 45: Presentation of Commission (6FP6,andother related activities)
10 45 - 11 15: Coffee - break
11 15 - 12 00: Invited speakers’ presentations
12 00 - 13 00: Presentation of previous projects
13 00 - 14 00: Lunch
14 00 - 16 00 : Contributions of programs, initiatives and proposals for cooperation
16 00 - 18 00 : Networking
The registration form is available on the EFITA web site.
See: http://www.efita.net
Contacts: Jerome STEFFE, Karel CHARVÁT
mailto:j-steffe@enitab.fr, mailto:charvat@lesprojekt.cz


Workshop on second IST call
11 September - Paris, France
The workshop will focus on two objectives of the call, namely "cross-media content for leisure and entertainment" and "cognitive systems".
See: http://www.eurosfaire.prd.fr/news/EpVAuZppupNdszPTpW.html


Pesticide Outlook
See: http://www.pestoutlook.com


Crop protection monthly website
See: http://www.crop-protection-monthly.co.uk


BCPC International Congress
10-12 November 2003 - Glasgow, Scotland, UK
See: http://www.bcpc.org/Congress2003/index.asp


A successful European R & D project
I recently had the opportunity to contact an old friend Dr Wendl with who we worked many years ago (late eighties – FP 3?) within the European project SIBYL the aim of which was to develop weather data management systems associated with models enabling to predict plant diseases and pests development. The work initiated within this project is continued as well within ACTA Informatique with MeteoPro as within LFL (Bavarian ministry in charge of Agriculture).
I believe that the European Commission should mainly support such R & D projects the promoters of which are really involved on a long term basis in our domain of ICT for agricultural and food industries as well as for rural areas. It is a pity to see so many "commando" consortia being selected and supported by the European Commission, consortia that disappear when the support of the European Commission stops.
To contact Dr Wendl: mailto:georg.wendl@lfl.bayern.de


ECPA and EFITA
From my point of view it is pity that the congresses of ECPA and EFITA will not take place at the same location and same date in 2005. It has been already the case in 2003. In 2001, in Montpellier, Francis SEVILA gathered both congresses and it was a real success.
I understand that specialists of both domains have their different approach but at the end of the day, the results of precision agriculture tools have to be "digested" by Information Systems at farm level.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


New software for precision farming…
…developed under Premathmod project (Statistical and mathematical modelling, data analysis, simulation and optimisation methodologies for precision farming), a new solution based on web platform.
See: http://www.premathmod.cz
Contact: Karel CHARVÁT
mailto:kch@volny.cz


Adoption rate by extension workers of Pocket PCs by Northwest District Extension Faculty (EFITA Conference)
After the early adopter group that piloted the use of the devices in fall of 2000, rapid adoption took place from May through September of 2001 reaching a penetration of 80%. Thereafter the adoption rate slowed and reached 87% penetration in August 2002. Most frequent uses of the Pocket PCs are email, tasks, contacts, notes, and calendar.
These were followed by frequency of use by word processing and spreadsheet applications.
Other applications include recording clientele contacts of group and individuals, mass media, volunteer and materials developed for posting to FAS. A growing number of Faculty are using the PC in land use mapping for geographic information systems (GIS) activity, remote web based information for weather and market data, and slide show presentations while teaching clientele.
Problems most often mentioned by extension faculty in the use of handheld computers are primarily the short battery life of the devices, synchronization problems with the desktop, limited internet access (lack of wireless service and modem problems), memory limitations found in some of the early models.
Contact: Fedro S. ZAZUETA
mailto:fsz@ufl.edu


International PROGIS Conference
Faak am See/Carinthia/Austria - 10 - 12 September 2003
We will introduce our product line with all details within many technical workshops. Mainly the new product family WinGIS 2003 with all its features and benefits, the new PROGIS MapServer and other GIS based solutions will be shown. Last but not least our agricultural flagship product called AGROffice, which is integrating (Geo)traceability, Invekos Field Profitability Calculations, Thematic Maps, Logistics, Fertilizer Recommendations and Precision Farming will be presented (software and technology for single farmers or as service and consultant solutions for complete regions/countries).
See: http://www.progis.com/event/faakersee/framesetinfo.htm
Contact: Karin STROBL
mailto:strobl@progis.com


International Workshop "E-commerce and the production and marketing of fresh fruit and vegetables"
Athens, Greece, Friday 26th - Saturday 27th September 2003
New technologies are further facilitating international trade and enable improved links to be developed between producers, intermediaries and consumers. At the same time they allow improved technical and customer support procedures to be employed through improved logistics, standards and quality assurance. Yet while E-commerce clearly offers huge potential benefits to horticultural production and trading businesses many have failed due to inexperience, lack of clear value added (over traditional trading approaches) or simply because of under utilisation. The uptake of electronic technologies in horticulture across Europe is comparatively slow when compared to other industrial sectors. Potentially electronic technologies can help to improve most aspects of a business including production, sales, purchasing and training, through making business routines simpler, more productive, cheaper, quicker and more effective. 
This workshop, promoted by the FReLECTRA, aims at providing the opportunity to commercial companies to establish cross-European partnerships, meet potential customers (producers, wholesalers, traders) and present them the benefits of the latest electronic systems employed in horticultural sector. 

> Overall Objectives
- To exchange ideas across Europe related to the development of E-Commerce systems for the production and marketing of fresh fruit and vegetables
- To introduce and promote new and innovative e-commerce technologies 
-To further develop business relations and contacts between fresh fruit producers and traders and e-commerce technologists

> 11 presentations
- Electronic technologies for the production, import and export of fresh fruit and vegetables
- Electronic trade management systems
- Electronic auction systems
- Messaging and communication systems for traders and farmers
- Online banking and payment systems
- E-commerce and production chain management
- Tracking and produce traceability systems 
- E-commerce and packaging

Speakers will include international retailers/exporter/importers, E-commerce technology companies, major producers and key agri-business advisers. In addition to the Ministry of Agriculture of Greece sponsors of this event include: Pascalis Fruit and Vegetable Exports (Greece), VFM International (UK), Meteora (Italy), Forthnet (Greece) Winbank (Greece) IAMB (Italy), Agrinova (UK) and CPR packaging systems (Italy)
Each presentation will be followed by an open discussion and time will be available for specific product demonstrations, exhibitions and meetings by specific suppliers.
Please note that this workshop will be limited to 200 persons and is by specific invitation only. 100 persons will be from Greece and the remainder from other European countries and will include: 
- European companies / organisations already operating in electronic marketplaces and wishing to expand their activity through cooperation with foreign partners. 
- European companies / organisations wishing to explore the opportunities for moving into E-commerce and for trading fresh fruits and vegetables.
Contact: John MILLNS
mailto:jmillns@compuserve.com


Copyrights: Links extracted from an EFITA 2003 paper by Rolf A.E. Mueller
> Commission Press Room 2003. Proposed Directive on enforcement of intellectual property rights: frequently asked questions. Memo/03/20, Date:30/01/2003
See: http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/en/intprop/news/index.htm

> European Commission 1996. Legal protection: databases
See: http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/leg/en/s06020.htm

> European Commission 2001. Copyright and related rights in the information society: the harmonization of certain aspects
See: http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/leg/en/s06020.htm

> European Commission 2002 a. Proposal for a Directive on the patentability of computer-implemented inventions - frequently asked questions
See: http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/en/indprop/comp/02-32.htm

> European Commission 2002 b. Community patent
See: http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/leg/en/s06020.htm

> European Commission 2002 c. Patentability of computer-implemented inventions
See: http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/leg/en/s06020.htm

> Ius mentis 2001. Legal protection of computer programs
See: http://www.iusmentis.com/computerprograms/protection/

> Ius mentis 2002. Software patents under the European Patent Convention
See: http://www.iusmentis.com/patents/software/epc/

> UK Patent Office 2000. Five hundred years of patents
See: http://www.patent.gov.uk/patent/history/fivehundred/index.htm

> WTO n.d. Frequently asked questions about TRIPS in the WTO
See: http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/tripfq_e.htm#WhatAre

Contact: Rolf A.E. MUELLER
mailto:raem@agric-econ.uni-kiel.de


Sorts of programmers
"There are 10 sorts of programmers, those that understand binary and those that don't"
See : http://www.hortplus.com/
Contact: Trevor ATKINS
mailto:trevor.atkins@hortvision.co.nz


Dog story
In West Virginia, a guy sees a sign in front of a house: "Talking Dog for Sale". He rings the bell and the owner tells him the dog is in the backyard.
The guy goes into the backyard and sees a black Lab just sitting there.
"You talk?" he asks.
"Yep," the Lab replies.
"So, what's your story?"
The Lab looks up and says, "Well, I discovered this gift pretty young and I wanted to help the government, so I told the CIA about my gift, and in no time they had me jetting from country to country, sitting in rooms with spies and world leaders, because no one figured a dog would 
be eavesdropping. I was one of their most valuable spies eight years running. The jetting around really tired me out, and I knew I wasn't getting any younger and I wanted to settle down. So I signed up for a job at the airport to do some undercover security work, mostly wandering near suspicious characters and listening in. I uncovered some incredible dealings there and was awarded a batch of medals. Had a wife, a mess of puppies, and now I'm just retired."
The guy is amazed. He goes back in and asks the owner what he wants for the dog.
The owner says, "Ten dollars."
The guy says, "This dog is amazing. Why on earth are you selling him, so cheap?"
The owner replies, "He's a liar. He didn't do any of that shit."
Contact: Tony Peers
mailto:tony@thepeers.demon.co.uk
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EFITA web site and newsletter
Please, do not hesitate to contribute to their contents!
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


@RURAL conference
Conference Centre Albert Borschette. Rue Froissart 36. Room AB-OD
15 September 2003 - Brussels
- to present policy issues to participants (eEurope2005, Rural Development policy of the EU, Declaration of Valencia…)
- to identify ICT adoption possibilities offered by FP6
- to create a current and future meeting place to facilitate exchanges of information, experience and plans between all Europeans actors - including the setting up of common projects at a European level
- to identity all actors involved in such projects tin an effort to try to establish cooperation rather than competition in program development and implementation
- to establish three core groups of professionals for the above priorities with networking facilities
The programme of the conference is : 
9 00 - 9 30: Registration
9 30 - 9 45: Opening
9 45 - 10 00: Presentation of Valencia declaration as a base for an ICT Rural Policy 
10 00 - 10 45: Presentation of Commission (6FP6,andother related activities)
10 45 - 11 15: Coffee - break
11 15 - 12 00: Invited speakers’ presentations
12 00 - 13 00: Presentation of previous projects
13 00 - 14 00: Lunch
14 00 - 16 00 : Contributions of programs, initiatives and proposals for cooperation
16 00 - 18 00 : Networking
The registration form is available on the EFITA web site.
See: http://www.efita.net
Contacts: Jerome STEFFE, Karel CHARVÁT
mailto:j-steffe@enitab.fr, mailto:charvat@lesprojekt.cz


GIL-Jahrestagung, 15.-17.09.2003, Göttingen (Source: ZADI newsletter)
Das Thema der diesjährigen Jahrestagung der Gesellschaft für Informatik
in der Land-, Forst- und Ernährungswirtschaft (GIL) lautet "Mobile
Information - Chancen für die Agrarwirtschaft und ihre Partner".
See: http://www.agrarinformatik.de/


ECPA + EFITA?
I agree with you. It is a real pity that ECPA and EFITA will not take place at the same location. That would surely facilitate attendance of a greater audience to both conferences.
Contact : Dr. Antonio Mauro SARAIVA - Universidade de São Paulo
mailto:amsaraiv@usp.br


World Summit on the Information Society
See: http://www.itu.int/wsis/


WTO web site
See: http://www.wto.org/ 


"Large Farm Managament": International Wokshop
The Institute for Agricultural Development in Central and Eastern Europe (IAMO) in Halle (Saale), Germany organizes a Workshop on the topic "Large Farm Management", which will take place from November 26-28, 2003 in Halle (Saale). The workshop will focus on the following topics: 
- Specific managerial requirements of large farm enterprises 
- Internal and external organization, human resource management, finance, risk management, controlling and strategic management 
- Research perspectives in large farm management 
- Curriculum development for training of large farm managers 
The first and the last topic are aimed to give experts from theory and practice the opportunity to illustrate challenges and perspectives of research and the mediation of research results to managers. The second point which represents the main part of the workshop will give researchers and practitioners a forum to present and discuss recent developments of theoretical and practical management concepts and solutions.
See: http://www.iamo.de/management/lfm_start.htm
Contact: Dr. ALexej Lissitsa
mailto:lissitsa@iamo.de


CAP controls
EU Regulation 1593/00 is clearly requesting the “introduction of computerized geographical information system techniques for the identification of agricultural parcels”…
See: http://www.gaf.de
Contact: Axel RELIN
mailto:agrar@gaf.de


WEBAGRI.IT: Italian agricultural ICT portal
webagri.it collects and classifies information on ICT applications for the agrifood sector, provides a forum for discussion, and organizes networks involving the different actors involved in ICT applications for the agriculture supply chain.
See: http://www.web-agri.it
Contact: Cesare ZANASI
mailto:cesarez@stpa.unibo.it


Dingos, Leopards and Monkeys
A wealthy Australian man decided to go on a safari in Africa. He took his faithful pet Dingo along for company. One day, the Dingo starts chasing butterflies and before long he discovers that he is lost. So, wandering about, he notices a leopard heading rapidly in his direction with the obvious intention of having lunch. The dingo thinks, "Geez, I'm in deep poop now!" Then he noticed some bones on the ground close by, and immediately settles down to chew on the bones with his back to the approaching cat.
Just as the leopard is about to leap, the dingo exclaims loudly, "Bugger me dead, that was one delicious leopard. I wonder if there are any more around here?" Hearing this, the leopard halts his attack in mid stride, as a look of terror comes over him, and slinks away into the trees. "Whew," says the leopard. "That was close. That dingo nearly had me."
Meanwhile, a monkey who had been watching the whole scene from a nearby tree figures he can put this knowledge to good use and trade for protection from the leopard. So, off he goes. But the dingo sees him heading after the leopard with great speed, and figures that something must be up. The monkey soon catches up with the leopard, spills the beans and strikes a deal for himself with the leopard. The leopard is furious at being made a fool of and says, "Here monkey, hop on my back and see what's going to happen to that conniving Aussie canine."
Now the dingo sees the leopard coming with the monkey on his back, and thinks, "Struth, what am I going to do now?" But instead of running, the dog sits down with his back to his attackers, pretending he hasn't seen them yet... and just when they get close enough to hear, the dingo says, "Where the bloody hell's that monkey? I sent him off half an hour ago to bring me another leopard."
MORAL: SOMETIMES IF YOU CANT DAZZLE THEM WITH BRILLIANCE THEN BAFFLE THEM WITH BULLSHIT!
Contact: Antoine CORDA
mailto:antoine.corda@edfgdf.fr
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@RURAL conference
Conference Centre Albert Borschette. Rue Froissart 36. Room AB-OD
15 September 2003 - Brussels
- to present policy issues to participants (eEurope2005, Rural Development policy of the EU, Declaration of Valencia…)
- to identify ICT adoption possibilities offered by FP6
- to create a current and future meeting place to facilitate exchanges of information, experience and plans between all Europeans actors - including the setting up of common projects at a European level
- to identity all actors involved in such projects tin an effort to try to establish cooperation rather than competition in program development and implementation
- to establish three core groups of professionals for the above priorities with networking facilities
The programme of the conference is : 

Time
Name
Presentation
9h00 

Registration
9h30 
Karel Charvat, vice-president of CCSS
Opening
9h35
Andy Offer president of EFITA
EFITA presentation
9h45
Angel Barbero. Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. Spain
Presentation of Valencia declaration as a base for an ICT Rural Policy
10h00
Bror Salmelin EC DG INFSO

Presentation of Commission FP6 and other related activities
10h30
Daniel Deybe EC DG RTD
New call for sustainable development
10h40

ICT and structural funds
10h55
Richard Slaby Director of Forest Management Institute of Ministry of Agriculture
ICT in Czech Forestry and participation of FMI in international cooperation



11h30
John O Flaherty
eRural Roadmap to eliminate the Urban-Rural Digital Divide by 2010
11h45
Gordon Sillence
Agenda 21, WSSD and Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas – organising the implementation of a Knowledge for All Society
12h00
Arto Lahti
Rural industrial entrepreneurship
12h10
Jiri Hiess
GIS grant programs in Vysocina Region, Czech rep
12h20
Marianna Pósfai
The Central European Land Knowledge Center – geoweb based services in Property Rights and Land Market development
12h30
Jose Halloy
Project Leurre
12h40
John O'Neill
Rural Broadband Forum
12 h50
Alexander Almer
ReGeo (Multimedia Geoinformation for e-Communities in Rural Areas with Eco-Tourism - project in the 5th FP



14h00
Leire Aginako Arri
RURAL WINS – Roadmap IST-2001-39107: “Broadband solutions and Applications for Rural Areas and Maritime Regions”

Agnes Nemenyi
Rural development and ICT, comparisons between east and west European countries (research proposal for future studies)

Avi Gal
Satellite telecommunication for rural area applications

Peter K A Barz
Sustainable tourism development in rural areas

Ehud Gelb
ICT Spillovers as a Source of Innovation for Rural Development

Vit Skala
Development of village Senozaty by means of information technology

Ana Perez
Valencia region presentation

Walter Mayer
A Model for Public Private Partnership for Rural Management

Jaroslav Jansa
InterSeal – IP connectivity unit for terrain use in agriculture and forestry

Franco Rosa
An application of the ICT for the organization of the TQM in the dairy chain



15h50
Sandor Moric
M-Agriculture – a platform of Farm Business management for European e-community in mobil devices

Carlos Fernandes
The RAINBOW Sustainable Tourism Development Model

Pavel Gnip
Premathmod new Web services for precision farming

Philippe Bricola
The 3T Experiences (Transnational, traceability and training) and the contribution in the rural development projects.

Jose Ramon Otegui
Innovative ICT for rural development

Ángel Barbero
ICT in the assessment and monitoring of the integration of environmental concerns into irrigation in Spain

Guy Waksman
Information dissemination, training activities, assistance to users, services definition: potential impact of traditional ICT actors to develop broad band services in rural areas

AGNOH
Développement et organisation rural dans un pays en voie de développement

Ricard Morén
Foreign immigration in Spanish rural areas and small towns: current situation and perspectives

Karel Charvat
From WirelessInfo to Wireless knowledge

Andreas Mavrogenis
Manipulation and transformation of existing scientific data for implementation on the arinet e-network

Pavel Dvorak
New information technologies using for data distribution in rural areas

Ego Nchor - Wilson Egbe
Poverty Alleviation in Buea Rural Community.
17h45
Isidro Laso - DG INFO
Conclusion

The registration form is available on the EFITA web site.
See: http://www.efita.net
Contacts: Jerome STEFFE, Karel CHARVÁT
mailto:j-steffe@enitab.fr, mailto:charvat@lesprojekt.cz


English Language is hard to learn (1)

1) The bandage was wound around the wound.

2) The farm was used to produce produces.

3) The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.

4) We must polish the Polish furniture.

5) He could lead if he would get the lead out.

6) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.

7) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present the present.

8) When shot at, the dove doves into the bushes.

9) I did not object to the object.

10) The insurance was invalid for the invalid.

11) There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row.

12) They were too close to the door to close it.

13) The buck does funny things when the does are present.

14) A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.

15) To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.

16) The wind was too strong to wind the sail.

17) After a number of injections my jaw got number.

18) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.

19) I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.

20) How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?

Contact : Jean-Marie MUTSCHLER
mailto:mutschler.clor@wanadoo.fr


About the EFITA mailing list
Please note that you can use this moderated list (>2100 subscribers) to announce any event / product / web site / joke… related to IT in agriculture, environment, food industry and rural areas, and send me all e-mail addresses of people, who might be interested in these matters.
If you do not wish to receive our messages, please see: http://www.efita.net to remove your e-mail address from our mail list.
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Efita.net web site
You can tell your friends (and your enemies), your colleagues to subscribe the Efita newsletter at http://www.efita.net


"Competitiveness of national economies and the efficient integration into the European union"
19-21 September 2003 - Babes Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca (Western Romania)
Contact: Franz GREIF
mailto:Franz.GREIF@awi.bmlfuw.gv.at


1st European Congress on Rural Tourism
Jaén (Andalusia / Spain)
October 3-5, 2003
See: http://www.europeanrtcongress.org


European Commission supports OIE Global Conference on Animal Welfare 
The OIE (World Organisation for Animal Health) is convening a Global Conference on Animal Welfare that will take place in Paris, France on 23-25 February 2004. EU Commissioner for Health and Consumer Protection David Byrne will attend the conference and the European Commission is actively involved in its organisation.
See: http://www.oie.int/eng/Welfare_2004/home.htmwhere 


2nd New Ag International Conference and Exhibition
March 17-19th, 2004 - Roma / Italy
See: http://www.newaginternational.com/
Contact: Jean-Pierre LEYMONIE
mailto:newagedit@calixo.net


6th International Conference on Chain and Network Management in Agribusiness and the Food Industry
Ede, The Netherlands - 27-28 May, 2004
See: http://www.sls.wau.nl/bk/congres
mailto:congres.mst@wur.nl


Working Group VII/4 "Human Settlements and Impact Analysis" – Call for paper
XXth ISPRS Congress, 12 - 23 July 2004, Istanbul, Turkey.
- Data analysis for studying urban land use for better urban planning using aerial and high spatial resolution space borne data;
- Remote observations for monitoring urban environment and change detection;
- Use of Remote Sensing & GIS for infrastructure development for rural settlements in conjunction with WG IV/4;
- Study impact of urbanization, industrial growth, mega engineering structures on ecological and social environment, urban sustainability; tracking of disease vectors;
- Documentation, conservation and management of natural heritage and cultural landscapes in co-operation with UNESCO/ICOMOS/CIPA;
- Land use/land cover survey and change monitoring and landscape planning, in co-operation with IHDP.
See: http://www.isprs2004-istanbul.com
Contact: REMETEY-FÜLÖPP, Gábor (Dr.)
mailto:remeteyfg@posta.fvm.hu


16th International Sunflower Conference
29 August - 1 September 2004
Fargo -ND- USA
See: http://www.cetiom.fr/isa/
See: http://sunflowernsa.com
Contact: Laurencine LOT
mailto:lot@cetiom.fr
mailto:isc2004@fargo.ars.usda.gov


In the Netherlands: "Cow hugging improves the quality of life for human and animal"
An idea for diversification, and opposing to all the ICT and directing at people working in the hectic (ICT) work environment (or actually making profit from ICT)… with 4R's: Respect, Ritme, Rust (=quietness) & Ruimte (=space)
See: http://www.marentehupkes.nl/lezingen/lezing_koe_knuffel.htm
Contact: Kees SCHUUR
mailto:ccm.schuur@chello.nl


How to understand what a cow wants? What will the role of the farmer be in the future, when every cow can order herself the food?
See: http://www.tb.fal.de/staff/jahns/animal.htm
Contact: Kees SCHUUR
mailto:ccm.schuur@chello.nl


Buckfastleigh Broadband Community Network (BBCN)
BBCN is a project based in a small town (population 2500) in a rural area of South Devon, England, instigated by local activists with assistance from UK government funds. It came about because of locals’ dissatisfaction with dial- up provision, and with the low probability of the main infrastructure providers to support broadband connection. The project runs from March 2002 to March 2004.
Contact: Martyn WARREN
mailto:m.warren@plymouth.ac.uk


Quality, security, Animal welfare, Traceability, Open Information…
…producers communicating with consumers in The Netherlands.
See: http://www.petersfarm.com


English language is hard to learn (2)
Let's face it - English is a crazy language.

There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor pine in pineapple.

English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries in France.

Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat.

We take English for granted. But if we explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.

And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham?

If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth beeth? One goose, 2 geese. So one moose, 2 meese?

If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught?

If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?

In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital?

Ship by truck and send cargo by ship?

Have noses that run and feet that smell?

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in a form by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by going on.

That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible.

Contact : Jean-Marie MUTSCHLER
mailto:mutschler.clor@wanadoo.fr
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Efita.net web site
You can tell your friends (and your enemies), your colleagues to subscribe the Efita newsletter at http://www.efita.net


All contributions welcomed!
I would like to repeat here that I am sure that you have plenty of news to communicate through this newsletter.
European agriculture and ICT will not progress without our common efforts. It is not difficult to write a title, a few lines, an URL and a contact with his (her) e-mail address.
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Presentation of RuralCat and PORTA projects
26 September - Lleida (Catalonia)
PORTA it's bilingual website (French and Catalan), and Ruralcat is a joint initiative from the Government of Catalonia (Generalitat) and the Open University of Catalonia (UOC), which provides a virtual community for the Catalan agriculture and rural sector. An already working service with more than 1200 users. 
Its aims are to:
* Give an answer to the limitations of the rural sector to have access to the information and services
* Manage to become a virtual community of reference to the agriculture and food sectors in Catalonia 
* Promote the learning and the transfer of knowledge and experiences among all the agents of the sector.
We are interested in migrating Ruralcat services to mobile and ambient intelligence technologies and services. For example: develop new systems to help farmers to risk-assessment, by offering anytime anyplace and any context, information about meteorological risk, pests alerts, etc.
See: http://www.ruralcat.net/ruralcatApp/inici.porta?locale=fr
See : http://www.gencat.net/
See : http://www.uoc.edu/
See : http://www.ruralcat.net/ruralcatApp/fira.ruralcat?sectorid=5&jsp=fira
Contact : Laura Lorenzo de Gracia
mailto:allorgr@gencat.net


European Institute for Agri-Food Traceability
The traceability of agri-food products has become a number one priority for many companies, all the more so as it will be mandatory pursuant to European regulations after December 31, 2004. It has also become a major business, strategic, political, social, and marketing issue.
This is the context in which the European Institute for Agri-Food Traceability was created to guide the construction of a transverse database to be managed by the professionals, and by them alone.
See: http://www.ie-trace.com
Contact: Jean-Jacques MENNILLO
mailto:jj.mennillo@wanadoo.fr


@rural Conference Conclusion
As a follow-up of the Valencia Conference “Information Society as Key Enabler for Rural Development”, EFITA together with the Czech Centre of Strategic Study (CCSS) and supported by DG INFSO organised a one day @rural conference in Brussels on 15th September. 
The @rural Brussels Conference joined representatives of national, regional and local governments, ICT researchers and developers, ICT industry, consultants, specialists in rural development with representatives of the European Commission. The aims of the conference were: 
- to present results of European IST research projects
- to present policy issues to participants (eEurope2005, Rural Development policy of the EU, Declaration of Valencia) 
- to identify ICT adoption possibilities offered by FP6 
- to establish link between research and implementation
- to create a current and future meeting place to facilitate exchange of information, experience and plans between all Europeans 
- to identity actors involved in such projects in an effort to establish cooperation 
- to establish core groups of professionals for the above priorities with networking facilities
@rural aims at;
- supporting the emergence of a new European @rural policy, 
- exchanging eRural information and experience, 
- applying ICT in rural development in order to enhance the competitiveness of Europe and 
- promote awareness of ICT applications throughout the rural areas of Europe. 
The main output of the @rural Brussels Conference was a call by participants, for the intervention of the European Commission to create a European Technology Platform involving stakeholders of the whole eRural value chain, in order to achieve by 2005 the objectives fixed by the Lisbon Strategy and eEurope initiative.

The following is a summary of conclusions of the @rural Conference on issues such as eRural Barriers, Mobility and Ambient Intelligence, Applications and Services, Communications and Software Technologies, Deployment and Implementation.

1. Barriers
The @rural Conference agrees with the four barriers, identified in the Rural Wins Roadmap, that currently limit the development of rural areas:
- Distance barriers in access to administrative and governmental structures (subsidies etc.)
- Economic barriers in access to wider business and labour markets (suppliers, customers, opportunities)
- Social barriers of rural inhabitants to information, education facilities, health and social services etc.
- Information barriers - in current situation many rural areas and their amenities are "invisible" for the "outer world" (other areas, urban centres or other states - rural tourism, local products etc.)
ICT offers an opportunity to introduce new activities, new services and applications into rural areas or to enhance existing services thus providing a chance to overcome the barriers and bridge the rural-urban divide.

2. Valencia Declaration
The “Valencia Declaration” issued during the European Conference “Information Society as Key Enabler for Rural Development” in February 2003 addresses these barriers and stressed the need for collaborative development and sharing of experience in implementing the new ICT based services that are critical to the future social and economic viability of rural areas. 

The development of the Information Society in rural areas will foster European development and integration, and increase competitiveness of European companies. A region needs a solid foundation for innovation, particularly through an innovation infrastructure with telecommunications and effective use of knowledge. Communication Technology (ICT) enables increased interconnectivity between knowledge workers and companies through virtual networking. As shortages of skills and qualified staff emerge as a major obstacle to innovation, Regions should give more attention to lifelong learning to facilitate the assimilation of new technologies. 

3. eEurope
The @rural vision discussed is supported in “eEurope 2005: An information society for all” Action Plan. The eEurope prioritises the stimulation of services, applications and content, such as modern online public services, e-government, e-learning, e-heath services and a dynamic business environment.
The Action Plan recognises the eternal conundrum, - funding more services, applications and content depends on the availability of broadband for these services to run on, while broadband infrastructure provision depends on the availability of new services to use it. This problem is particularly acute in rural areas, where competitive infrastructure provision is not emerging as rapidly or to the same extent as in more central or urban areas. There is thus need for a more pro-active and holistic approach that harnesses latent demand in rural areas for service provision. 
Widespread availability of broadband access at competitive prices and a secure information infrastructure are thus seen as an enabler for delivery of services, applications and content for rural areas. “Member States in co-operation with the Commission should support, where necessary, deployment (of broadband) in less favoured areas, and where possible may use structural funds and /or financial incentives (without prejudice to competition rules)”. Getting affordable broadband to areas currently regarded as commercially unviable continues to be a "challenge". Some as a solution considers aggregating public sector demand. However, it is unclear whether it will provide a big enough incentive for private sector companies to invest in bringing broadband to areas currently without high-speed Net access. The @rural approach addresses the sharing of experience on the development of a range of public and private sector services, the stimulation of local demand, and planning and installation of enabling broadband infrastructure. Such an approach would go a long way to ensure “wider adoption, broader availability and an extension of IST applications and services in all economic and public services and in the society as a whole”

4. Mobility and Ambient Intelligence
The importance of tacit and specialised knowledge calls for greater mobility of knowledge workers in rural regions and investment in training and education. Traditional approaches to the production and use of knowledge have to be adapted to this system view of the Innovation Process in a Knowledge Society for rural regions. To this end, new relationships must be established between public support organisations, universities and enterprises. In addition to their traditional roles in education and research, universities should promote the transfer and diffusion of knowledge and technologies using ICTs, especially towards their local regional business environment.
The concept of Ambient Intelligence thus provides a vision of the Information Society where the emphasis is on greater user-friendliness, more efficient services support, user-empowerment, and support for human interactions. People are surrounded by intelligent intuitive interfaces that are embedded in all kinds of objects and an environment that is capable of recognising and responding to the presence of individuals in a seamless, unobtrusive and often invisible way. The challenge is to promote this concept in rural areas allowing mobility and ubiquity in rural areas as well as in urban areas. eRural provides a suitable platform to contributes to the realisation of the ambient intelligence vision through a specific Programme strategic objective.

5. RTD&D Strategic Objective
The eRural research will need to adopt an integrated and multidisciplinary approach across the whole value chain from Technology to Services and Awareness that will cover all RTD&D effort. 
To do this there is need for a specific "eRural" Strategic Objective in both the FP6 and FP7 IST Programmes to eliminate the European Urban/Rural Digital Divide by 2010. This will be the "eRural" element of the eEurope Action Plan that will proactively use ICT to make Rural Europe an integral part of the "most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy" by 2010

6. Applications & Services
The main application challenges in addition to eGovernment services, will be the transition to e-services for environment monitoring and emergency services, food safety, precision farming, controlling of subsidies, application for food industry, IT solution for forestry and wood industry, added value chain and rural tourism. While eHealth and eLearning national services need to take into account the special needs of remote areas.

7. Communications Technologies
In communication the important research topics will be: Mobile systems and mainly WLAN, satellite communication, Hyperlan. Also terminals will be important with the capability of working on multiple network platforms.

8. Software Technologies
In technologies important topics will be WEB technologies – knowledge management, semantic WEB, personalised WEB multilingual WEB, Distributed system and interoperability including Grid technologies (mainly semantic and knowledge grid}, Data and network security, location based services, GIS and earth observation, Visualisation, image processing simulation, embedded systems

9. Deployment
Many technologies are sufficiently developed to allow their direct implementation. Support is thus required not only for research but also for implementation. A relationship between RTD support and implementation support (structural founds) is necessary. At the European level it would be important to co-ordinate the activities of DG INFSO, DG Research, DG Agri and DG Regio.

10. Policy
Previous actions (Rural Wins workshop in Brussels, Conference Valencia, Conferences in Sec), revealed that in Europe, there exists a large research and implementation potential supporting e-rural development. Also on Brussels @rural conference the results from many European, national and regional project were demonstrated. However, this potential is not co-ordinated and communication among individual teams is sparse and occasional, that up to now no common platform exists for an exchange of information. To build such a platform is obviously necessary for a successful support and implementation of e-rural policy.

11. Implementation
For successful implementation of principles of e-rural, development is necessary to follow dimensions of a coherent and complete framework to define ICT requirements and issues for rural areas i.e. vision/policy, awareness, technology/infrastructure, services/applications, as they are defined in the Strategic Roadmap template developed by the Rural Wins project. It is extremely important to focus on all aspects of rural development; all parts have to be solved in synergy. Only connection of stakeholders related to all from this topics can help to solve rural problems. For introduction and implementation of e rural policy it is necessary:
To establish cooperation of different sectors of government on Europe on (DG INFSO, DG RTD, DG Agri, DG Regio) and on nationals level to introduce coherent e rural policy;
Establish formal platform, supporting exchange information and knowledge which will join researchers, developers, regional and local government and which could coordinate research and implementation activity and which can also support @rural policy as a part of e Europe;
For support of building and introduction of broadband technologies into every day live in regions to establish professional broadband forum;
To support implementation of ICT into rural regions through structural funds;
For future research 6FP calls to support research on this field by special line focused on an eRural ICT development;


English language is hard to learn (3)
If you take an Oriental person and spin him around several times, does he become disoriented?

If people from Poland are called Poles, why aren't people from Holland called Holes?

Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery?

If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?

If love is blind, why is lingerie so popular?

When someone asks you, "A penny for your thoughts" and you put your two cents in what happens to the other penny?

Why is the man, who invests all your money called a broker?

Why do croutons come in airtight packages? Aren't they just stale bread to begin with?

When cheese gets its picture taken, what does it say?

Why is a person who plays the piano called a pianist but a person who drives a race car not called a racist?

Why do overlook and oversee mean opposite things?

"I am" is reportedly the shortest sentence in the English language. Could it be that "I do" is the longest sentence?

If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked, doesn't it follow that electricians can be delighted, musicians denoted, cowboys deranged, models deposed, tree surgeons debarked, and dry cleaners depressed?

If Fed Ex and UPS were to merge, would they call it Fed UP?

Do Lipton Tea employees take coffee breaks?

I was thinking about how people seem to read the Bible a whole lot more as they get older; then it dawned on me they're cramming for their final exam.

I thought about how mothers feed their babies with tiny little spoons and forks, so I wondered what do Chinese mothers use toothpicks?

If it's true that we are here to help others, then what exactly are the others here for?

You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive.

No one ever says, "It's only a game" when their team is winning.

Ever wonder what the speed of lightning would be if it didn't zigzag?

Last night I played a blank tape at full blast. The mime next door went nuts.

Contact : Jean-Marie MUTSCHLER
mailto:mutschler.clor@wanadoo.fr
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“Information Society and Sustainable Rural Development” (2nd Distance learning course)
Organised by the EURACADEMY project, the course starts on the 29th of September 2003, runs for 8 weeks, is free of charge and requires about 2-3 hours of work per week. The working language is English and a certificate of participation is given at the end.
The course addresses mid-career professionals working in public or private organisations in rural areas, whose remit is to facilitate and enhance the development potential of their territories, especially through the use of Information and Communication Technology. It offers an exciting opportunity for updating knowledge and expanding networking with fellow professionals throughout Europe.
See: http://www.euracademy.org


Workshop on Standardised Procedure for Inspection of Sprayers in Europe "SPISE"
27-29 April 2004 - Braunschweig, Germany
Plant protection is increasingly determined by sustainable management and consumers' expectations regarding the quality and reliability of our food. This plant protection is characterised amongst other things by high quality plant protection products, faultless and reliable plant protection equipment and experienced operators.
Plant protection equipment must be able to dose and distribute products exactly and continue to function faultlessly. In order to achieve this, plant protection equipment should be inspected regularly to be able to identify and eliminate technical defects.
Regularly inspected sprayers are essential to guaranty:
- Sufficient control of the pest/disease with the minimum possible input of crop protection product
- Lower potential risk of environmental contamination by crop protection products
- Operator safety
The Member States are now concentrating increasingly on securing the faultless and reliable operation of their plant protection equipment by introducing a sprayer inspection.
A European standard which defines technical requirements for sprayer inspections was published at the beginning of 2003 and is to be used as a basis for the inspection of sprayers in the EU.
The aim of this three day workshop is to familiarise the experts responsible in the Member States with this standard, to become acquainted with and exchange experiences about existing inspections in the Member States and to establish an approach based on EN 13790, of which goal it is to create an inspection of sprayers in Europe of equal quality.
The conference should be attended by experts who are responsible in their countries for establishing, organising, planning and realisation of voluntary or mandatory sprayer inspection as well as for the approval of inspection workshops and equipment.
See: http://www.bba.de/english/bbaeng.htm ("events")
Contact: Dr.-Ing. Heinz GANZELMEIER
mailto:h.ganzelmeier@bba.de


New satellite high resolution applications: QUICKBIRD (EFITA 2003 conference)
The full commercial availability of very high resolution satellite data has opened up a number of new opportunities for the use of Earth Observation data. Today, we can perform many applications with EO data that in only the recent past were exclusive to airborne and in-situ surveys, despite the geographic limitations of such data and techniques. Satellite imagery can be acquired over any area globally, in a time frame and at a given price. Currently, new Very High Resolution Satellite imagery overcomes previous constraints and permits the use of such data as a quick and easy tool for territorial management, including agriculture analysis, statistics and subsidies controls. Quickbird is currently the satellite with the highest resolution for civilian uses.
Contact: Livio ROSSI
mailto:rossi@eurimage.com


An American in Paris
John Smith, a construction engineer working for Bechtel (Bechtel is the big corporation that has no connection at all with Pentagon but was just lucky to receive the easy task of rebuilding Iraq, without even bidding for the job) took a few weeks off to go home and on the way back home decided to visit Paris. He had heard a lot about this beautiful city, its museums, palaces and the entertainments and he was told also that the only way to understand why French were so opposed to the war in Iraq, he had to visit Paris and get a better understanding of this city, its people and its marvels.

As soon as he reached Paris, he did interview a few potential guides and selected one with a good master of English (with an American spelling) and a nice look. The guide was quite exited to show the American his city he loved so much, and plenty of enthusiasm started the Paris tour by first visiting Le Palais de Versailles.

What is this thing, asked the American when they reached at the door of the palace. This is the famous Palais de Versailles, responded the French guide, this is…

How long did it take to build this thing, interrupted him the American. Well, responded the French guide, the constructions started under Luis XIII and were finished a lot later under Luis XV (17 th and 18 th centuries) and because…

This is too long, interrupted again the American, we at Bechtel, we do have the technology to build this thing in only six months.

The French guide swallowed the frustration and thinking of the good deal he made with the American did not say anything and continued the tour. After some time they stopped in front of the Palais de l'Opera. 

What is this thing, asked the American tourist. This is the famous Palais de l'Opera, responded the French guide. Most of the famous artists of the world have performed here and…

How long did it take to build this thing, interrupted again the American. Well, responded the French guide, the construction started under Napoleon III and finished under the third republic (1862-1875). The palace has an architecture of…

This is too long, interrupted again the American. We at Bechtel, we do have the technology to build this thing in only two months.

The hot summer sun and the comments the American was consistently making about the French construction capabilities, made the French guide’s face reddish and him look like a Scottish.

Nevertheless, they continued the tour and in while the American stopped in front of the Eiffel Tour and having trouble hiding his admiration for the tour asked: what is this thing now?

I do not know, responded the French guide and without making any effort to hide his pleasure added: last night I did take a walk in this area, and IT WAS NOT THERE.

Contact: Petraq PAPAJORGJI
mailto:petraq@mail.ifas.ufl.edu
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Links to the efita.net web site
Please, do not hesitate to establish a link from your web site to the efita.net web site
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


27th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "How to increase the audience of your web sites"
Paris - 7th October 2003 - 14h to 18h - in French
With the participation of Overture, web-agri.fr and terre-net.fr


28th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "D-400: what about the implementation of the traceability chapter of articles 14 to 20 of the European regulation 178/2002"
Paris - 27th November 2003 - 14h to 18h - in French
Registration: http://www.acta-informatique.fr/ (Chapter "Evénements")
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


To access the proceedings of the EFITA conferences
See : http://www.efita.net - Section: Reports / Meetings


First World Congress of Agroforestry
Juin 2004, Orlando, Floride, USA
See: http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/wca/#abstracts
Contact: Emmanuel TORQUEBIAU
mailto:torquebiau@cirad.fr


7th International Conference on Precision Agriculture
July 25-28, 2004 - University of Minnesota
Call for paper abstracts through December 14, 2003
See: http://www.precision.agri.umn.edu/Conference/
Contact: Jenni SWENSON
mailto:jswenson@soils.umn.edu


Age gap
Among Britons age 14 and over, 59% currently use the Internet. The biggest difference between users and non-users is age. Among those still in school, 98% are Internet users and among people of working age, 67%. By contrast, only 22% of retirees use the Internet. Educational differences are less important. All youngsters, whether or not they are numerate or literate, appear able to click on the Internet, and a majority of working age people without any O-level or GCSE qualifications now use the Internet.
See: http://users.ox.ac.uk/~oxis/enough.htm


EFITA2003 Conference: a glance back.

> The slides of the plenary lectures can be downloded from the Website:
See: http://www.date.hu/efita2003/plenary.php
> Papers:
See: http://www.date.hu/efita2003/centre/index.php
>. Pictures about the conference
See: http://www.date.hu/efita2003/EFITA_photo/photos.html
> EFITA2003 events on our videoserver

A.) Video on demand (wmv format, resolution 320*240, offered Windows Media Player 9.v)
Edited video about the social events, video about the opening ceremony and plenary lectures.

http://odin.agr.unideb.hu/events_summary.wmv
http://odin.agr.unideb.hu/opening.wmv
http://odin.agr.unideb.hu/schiefer.wmv
http://odin.agr.unideb.hu/bakonyi.wmv
http://odin.agr.unideb.hu/zazueta.wmv
http://odin.agr.unideb.hu/hofstede.wmv
http://odin.agr.unideb.hu/abraham.wmv

B.) You can dowload the high resolution videos about EFITA2003 Conference events. 
These videos are in SVCD format. You can play it with Microsoft Windows Madia Player (9. version) or other players (DVD). The resolution: 768*576.
You can dowload:

a.) with FTP Client
ftp://odin.agr.unideb.hu/Plenary/
username:efita2003
password:ef2003

b.) with Browser
ftp://efita2003:ef2003@odin.agr.unideb.hu/Plenary/

Openening_svcd.mpg: 591MB
Schiefer_svcd.mpg: 711MB
Bakonyi_svcd.mpg: 595MB
Zazueta_svcd.mpg: 722MB
Hofstede_svcd.mpg: 596MB
Abraham_svcd.mpg: 484MB

The content of the above files:

Opening ceremony 

Plenary lectures

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Schiefer (Germany, University of Bonn)
New Technologies and their Impact on Agriculture, Environment and the Food 
Industry

Dr. Péter Bakonyi (Hungary, Ministry of Informatics and Communication)
Information Society Strategy in Hungary

Prof. F.P. Zazueta (USA, University of Florida)
Use of Handheld Computers in Agricultural Extension Programs

Gert Jan Hofstede (The Netherlands, Wageningen University)
Transparency in Netchains 

László Ábrahám (Hungary, National Instruments) 
The National Instruments in Debrecen

SOCIAL PROGRAMME AND EXCURSION

With FTP Client

ftp://odin.agr.unideb.hu/Movies/
username:efita2003
password:ef2003

With Browser

ftp://efita2003:ef2003@odin.agr.unideb.hu/Movies/

Boat_Trip.mpg: 278MB
Budapest.mpg: 167MB
Eger.mpg: 718MB
Eger_game.mpg: 728MB
Debrecen.mpg: 454MB
Hortobagy.mpg: 186MB

The content of the above files:

* Guided boat trip on river Danube with a Welcome evening
* Sightseeing tour in Budapest
* Lunch in Eger, Szepasszonyvolgy
* Game in the wine cellar
* Visiting the Great Calvinist Church 
* Visiting the Hortobágy National Park

Contact: Miklos HERDON
mailto:herdon@agr.unideb.hu


ICT Adoption Questionnaires collected during the last EFITA conferences (1999, 2001, 2003)
A concerted effort to evaluate ICT adoption constraints by farmers, extension and agricultural research was initiated at the EFITA conference in Bonn in 1999. An identical questionnaire was disseminated in the past three EFITA conferences with the following questions: 
- Do you think that there are problems with the uptake of ICT in agriculture? (yes/no)
- Do you think there are unique uptake problems with any of the following: Decision Support Systems (DSS), Management Information Systems (MIS), Internet, Precision Farming, Process Control, Production Models, E-commerce, Others.
- What are the factors limiting the use of ICT by farmers?
- What are the factors limiting the use of ICT by Extension working with farmers?
- What are the factors limiting the use of ICT by research working with farmers?
- What are the consequences for farmers not using ICT: Today and in the near Future:
- What are the consequences for Extension not using ICT: Today and in the near Future:
- Should public funds help to finance Information Technology Services for Farmers?
Questionnaire replies from the EFITA conferences and other groups were summarized with the following main results over time:
Still today more than 70% of the Debrecen replies indicate that there are problems with ICT adoption. In the Debrecen questionnaires (51 replies from 21 countries) the lack of perceived tangible benefits and training take the lead as factors limiting ICT adoption by farmers. Cost of ICT and user friendliness ceased to be the dominant limiting factors but remain a serious impediment despite lower costs of equipment and communication fees. “Not enough time” gained in importance confirming that ICT is not the time saver it was supposed to be. Loss of competitiveness was identified as the most important result from farmers not adopting ICT; most replies indicated that public involvement in funding ICT services for farmers was justified – with qualifications.

A full Debrecen and other Conference summaries are available from the authors who will welcome comments and ideas for further evaluation.
Contact : E. GELB
mailto:gelb@agri.huji.ac.il


Work smart!
A young girl and a less young lawyer are seated next to each other on a flight from LA to NY. The lawyer asks if she would like to play a game. The girl, who's tired and just wants to take a nap, politely declines and rolls over to the window to catch a few winks.
The lawyer persists and says the game is easy and a lot of fun. He explains, "I ask you a question, and if you don't know the answer, you pay me $5.00, and vice versa." Again, she declines and tries to get some sleep.
The lawyer, now agitated, says, "Okay, if you don't know the answer you pay me $5.00, and if I don't know the answer, I will pay you $500.00." This catches the girl's attention; and figuring there will be no end to this torment unless she plays, she agrees to the game.
The lawyer asks the first question: "What's the distance from the earth to the moon?" The girl doesn't say a word, reaches into her purse, pulls out a $5.00 bill, and hands it to the lawyer. "Okay," says the lawyer, "it's your turn."
She asks the lawyer, "What goes up a hill with three legs but comes down with four legs?" The lawyer, puzzled, takes out his laptop computer and searches all his references--no answer. He taps into the air phone with his modem and searches the Net and the Library of Congress--no answer.
Frustrated, he sends e-mails to all his friends and co-workers, to no avail.
After an hour, he wakes the girl and hands her $500.
The girl says "Thank you" and turns back to get some more sleep. The lawyer, who is more than a little miffed, wakes the girl and asks, "Well, what's the answer?"
Without a word, the girl reaches into her purse, hands the lawyer $5.00, and goes back to sleep."
And the morale of the story is? Work smart and have a beautiful week ahead!
Contact: Mathieu CORTYL
mailto:mathieu.cortyl@biomin.net
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28th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "D-400: what about the implementation of the traceability chapter of articles 14 to 20 of the European regulation 178/2002"
Paris - 27th November 2003 - 14h to 18h - in French
Registration: http://www.acta-informatique.fr/ (Chapter "Evénements")
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


2004 CIGR International Conference - Olympics of Agricultural Engineering 
Oct. 11~14, 2004 Beijing, P. R. China
> Session I in conjunction with The 7th Inter-Regional Conference on Environment-Water: Land and Water Management: Decision Tools and Practice
> Session II in conjunction with the 1st Technical Symposium of CIGR Section VI: Bioproducts Processing and Food Safety
>Session III in conjunction with the 1st Technical Symposium of CIGR Section VII: Information Technology for Agriculture
> Session IV: Conservation tillage and Sustainable Small Farming
> Session V: Modern Agricultural Equipment and Facilities
> Forum on Ag & BioSysEng Discipline and Education Development Strategy
See: http://www.2004cigr.org
Contact: Maohua Wang
mailto:wangmh@cae.cn


Wanted: Importers in Europe for our soil sampling equipment and our innovative micro nutrient
See: http://www.hmagritech.dk/
Contact: Torben Vinthr
mailto:torben.vinther@hmagritech.com


The web site of the International Goat Association
The IGA is an international organisation of educators, scientists, veterinarians, technologists, producers, extensionists, project leaders and development experts who advance goat management and sale of goat products to improve human nutrition, social welfare and sustainable development. It was founded in 1982, in compliance with United States Regulations.The web site of IGA includes many contacts, documentation and links on goats all over the world.
http://www.iga-goatworld.org
Contact : Jean-Paul DUBEUF
mailto:dubeuf@cirval.asso.fr


Slugs & Snails
See: http://www.bcpc.org/Events/Slugs&Snails/index.htm
Contact : André CHABERT
mailto:andre.chabert@acta.asso.fr


New Ag International Conference
Roma, Italy, during 17-19 March 2004
See: http://www.newaginternational.com


New PROMETEUS newsletter
See: http://www.prometeus.org/news/PROMETEUS_Newsletter25.pdf


ICT Update is a (fantastic) bimonthly web magazine
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int

> Microfinance institutions
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/view/228
> The Micro-Banking Open Architecture Project (Mo-Ap)
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/235/
>‘info-kiosks’, that offer combined microfinance and market information services for agricultural producers in Kenya.
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/222
> Network of ATMs in rural areas
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/224
> A software to speed up the processing of micro-loan applications
See : http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/223
>Online Business Information Service (OBIS) in the Solomon Islands
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/226
> Smart cards for ACP countries.
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/articleview/227
> Microfinance institutions (MFIs) and ICT
See: http://www.seepnetwork.org/pres/GoberCreditBureau.pdf
See: http://www.digitalopportunity.org
> e-SuSu, a microfinance software package in Ghana
See: http://www.softghana.com/products/e_susu/index.html
See: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2935210.stm
…/…
> A community banking programme
See: http://www.dhan.org/icthome.htm
> PlaNet Finance
See: http://www.planetfinance.org
> Microfinance Information eXchange (MIX)
See: http://www.themix.org/en/index.html
> EnterpriseSearch
See: http://www.enterpriseworks.org
> BizCredit
See: http://www.biz-credit.net
> DevFinance forum
See: http://www.microfinancegateway.org/devfinance/
> Mf-Uganda Discussion List
See: http://www.microfinancegateway.org/mfuganda.htm
> Development Finance Network (DFN) Discussion List 
See: http://www.enterweb.org/devfin.htm
> FAO MicroBanking System
See: http://www.microbanker.org/
> AdBanking
See: http://www.aquadev.org/en/adbanking.htm
>DolFin
See: http://www.ventureinfotek.com/
> SIEM (loan portfolio tracking)
See: http://www.softcorporacion.com/siem_ingles.htm


European Information System for Organic Markets
European markets for organic products are developing fast; more and more farming land is converted to organic production.
In order to adjust production and consumption levels, detailed market information is needed; especially for decisions on converting specific land or livestock enterprises requiring high investments into glasshouses, housing, processing facilities etc. Likewise, valid, accurate and up-to-date data information is essential for policy-makers, consultants, processing industry etc.
In most European countries only very basic data on organic farming are gathered. Furthermore, there is no standardization in the collection of data and data are therefore seldom comparable. This means, there are only rough estimates of the levels of production and consumption of organic food in Europe.
See: http://www.eisfom.org/


True lies! (GW)
Julius Caesar was addressing the crowd in the Coliseum. "Friends, Romans Countrymen, lend me your ears. Tomorrow I take our glorious army to conquer Northern Europe and I shall start with France. We shall kill many Gauls and return victorious."

The crowd are up on their feet "Yeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees, hail mighty Caesar".

In the background, Brutus turns to his mate and says "Caesar doesn't half talk some s***e eh? He couldn't fight his way out of a wet parchment bag."

Six months later, Caesar comes back having conquered France and addresses the crowd in the Coliseum. "Friends, Romans and Countrymen, I have returned from our campaign in France and as I promised, we killed 50,000 Gauls".

The crowd is up on their feet again. "Yeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees, hail mighty Caesar".

Brutus once again turns to his mate "I'm sick of his bulls**t. I'm off to France to check this out." So Brutus sets off for France.

Three weeks later he comes back to Rome, just as Caesar is addressing the public in the Coliseum again. Caesar is giving his usual patter to the assembled throng, "Friends, Romans Countrymen, tomorrow we set off for Britain and we are going to sort those b*stards out!"

The crowd is up on their feet. "Yeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees, hail >mighty Caesar"

Brutus jumps up and shouts, "Caesar, you are exposed as a liar. You told us that you had killed 50,000 Gauls in France but I've been there to check it out and you only killed 25,000!"

The crowd is stunned and all sit down in silence. Caesar gets up and looks slowly round the Coliseum then across at Brutus and says...

"Brutus, you are forgetting one thing...

Away Gauls count double in Europe."

Contact: Andy OFFER
mailto:andy.offer@adas.co.uk
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ISITA Workshop 2003 (Irish Society for Information Technology in Agriculture)
“Identification of the obstacles to IT uptake on farms and the strategic way forward”
23 October - Newbridge, Co. Kildare, Ireland
See: http://www.isita.com/
Contact: Mick HARKIN
mailto:harkin@iol.ie


Consultation on Agricultural Information Management in FAO
COAIM Web site is re-launched as third consultation on agricultural information management approaches. We hope that the new functionality of the new COAIM website will provide interested parties in the agricultural information community a more effective way of finding out what COAIM is all about and how they can make a contribution and be involved in the process. The next COAIM will be held in Rome in June of 2004, so there is plenty of time to hear from the EFITA community.
See: http://www.fao.org/waicent/portal/detail_event.asp?back=back&lang=en&event_id=14741
See: http://www.fao.org/coaim/
Contact: Francisco PÉREZ-TREJO
mailto:francisco.pereztrejo@fao.org


AGORA
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations is collaborating with major scientific publishers and others to provide free or low-cost access to approximately 400 online journals in the fields of agriculture, biology, and related environmental and social sciences to a specified group of low-income countries. This initiative is in response to the longstanding problem of inadequate access to the scientific literature of agriculture. The goal of AGORA is to increase the quality and effectiveness of agricultural education and research.
See: http://www.fao.org/english/newsroom/news/2003/23019-en.html
Contact : Anton MANGSTL
mailto:anton.mangstl@fao.org


After BSE - A future for the European livestock sector
See: http://www.wageningenacademic.com/books/eaap108.htm


BSE
See: http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/bse/legislation_en.html


International Society of Organic Agriculture Research (ISOFAR)
See: http://www.isofar.org/


Wine on the web in a global market: a comparison of e-commerce readiness and use in Australia, California and Germany (EFITA 2003 conference)
> Californian wines
The Wine Institute states that there are at least 847 commercial wineries in California. The hereafter mentioned web site lists 1.113 California winery websites in March 2003. This indicates that nearly all wineries have a site in the web this year.
See: http://www.cawinemall.com

> Australian wines on the web
The Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation reports 1.465 wineries for Australia, 879 (60%) of which are listed at:
See: http://www.winediva.com

> German wines on the web
In Germany there are about 14.000 wineries, of which roughly 5.000 are of relevance to the market. The German Wine Institute lists 676 (about 14%) winery websites
See: http://www.deutscheweine.de
Contact: S. STRICKER
mailto:sstricker@agric-econ.uni-kiel.de


Models
> CROPWAT (from ICT Update, a bimonthly web magazine)
CROPWAT is a decision support system for agro-meteorologists, agronomists and irrigation engineers to enable them to develop recommendations for improved irrigation practices, plan irrigation schedules under varying water supply conditions, and assess production under rainfed conditions or deficit irrigation.
See: http://www.fao.org/ag/AGL/aglw/cropwat.stm
> SIMIS (from ICT Update, a bimonthly web magazine)
FAO's SIMIS is an integrated decision support tool for technicians and managers of irrigation schemes (water user associations, irrigation agencies, etc.) that can also be used as a training tool. SIMIS contains two modules: the project data module allows for the compilation of basic data, which can then be utilized in the management modules covering day-to-day tasks such as maintenance, scheduling, financial accounting, calculating water fees, etc.
See: www.fao.org/ag/agl/aglw/simis.stm


Ad hoc network for Agriculture (EFITA conference 2003)
Nowadays, farmers just as any other industrial actors have to manage a large amount of information, such as product and field properties, declaration of activities… Until recently, manual data management was possible. However, the complexity and volume of exchanges,
as well as the number of intervening actors force the farmers to gradually set up Information Systems (IS) because data like agricultural map can’t be managed manually... IS for agriculture comprises an additional dimension in comparison with those used in a traditional industrial framework. Indeed, IS are conceivable in the agricultural domain only if one considers the space dimension of the problem: product and practice must be localized in space and in time. To cope with these data management needs, many solutions have been proposed and have emerged, each targeting a particular aspect of the problem, but there is no global solution. This has lead to the development of a wide range of solutions, with partially overlapping and redundant functionalities, when they are integrated into a framework. Hence, there is a need to find new solutions on the Inter-working of Agricultural Geographical Information systems, allowing interconnection of heterogeneous space-time information (like fertilization) from and for multiple actors of the agricultural world [1]. The farmer uses many systems of data acquisition in the day-to-day management of his activities: observation of the practices, crop and harvest, weather, instruction of agricultural technicians… A wide range of different and heterogeneous information technologies are currently used at farmers exploitations. The common to all these equipments is that they are clients (with the client-server meaning) of IS of the farm. Each client combines the following functionalities: data-processing, positioning (GPS) and a means of communication. Indeed, in the case of agriculture, the data must be localized (we must know where the data was measured/collected) and shared between the different tools and users while equipment must be able to be connected to a network. Thus a farm may be considered as an intranet/extranet having at lest a server (the IS), and various forms of clients. The term network is to be taken in the broad sense and it can include various technologies such as wireless technologies (WiFi, satellite ...) then it is possible to exchange information between data gathering and processing equipment installed on agricultural machinery [2].
The objective of our work is focused on the development of an ad hoc network based on the standard wireless technologies (IEEE802.11x and Bluetooth) taking into account the mobility and the localization of the equipments … Each equipment of the network is a node which can receive, send or transmit information to another node [3]. Thus information can be carried in real- time between the field and the farm or any authorized actors.
Contact: F. VIGIER
mailto:frederic.vigier@clermont.cemagref.fr

A man died and went to heaven (You can adapt the joke to your national context. No problem! GW)
As he stood in front of St. Peter at the Pearly Gates, he saw a huge wall of clocks in front of him. He asked, "What are all those clocks?"
St. Peter answered, "Those are Lie-Clocks. Everyone whoever lived on Earth has a Lie-Clock. Every time you lie the hands on your clock will move."
The man noticed a clock stuck on 12 o'clock. "Oh," said the man, "whose clock is that?" "That's Mother Teresa's. The hands have never moved, indicating that she never told a lie."
He noticed another one at 2 minutes past 12.
"Incredible," said the man. "And whose clock is that one?" St. Peter responded, "That's Abraham Lincoln's clock. The hands have moved twice, telling us that Abe told only two lies in his entire life."
"Where's Bertie Ahern's clock?" asked the man. "Bertie's clock is in Gods' office. He's using it as a ceiling fan.

Note: For those non-Irish recipients, Bertie Ahern is the Irish "Prime Minister" - well, sort of...!

Contact: Mick HARKIN
mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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DELPHI meeting
Paris - 26 November 2003 - 14h to 18h - in French
See: http://www.acta-informatique.fr Chapter "Evénements")
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


28th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "D-400: what about the implementation of the traceability chapter of articles 14 to 20 of the European regulation 178/2002"
Paris - 27 November 2003 - 14h to 18h - in French
Registration: http://www.acta-informatique.fr/ (Chapter "Evénements")
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Modelling Agricultural Processes Using Object-Oriented and UML
March 9 & 10, 2004 in Gainesville, Florida
IFAS Information Technologies Office is organizing an intensive two-day course in "Modelling Agricultural Processes Using Object-Oriented and UML"
See: http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/uml/
Contact: Petraq PAPAJORGJI
mailto:petraq@mail.ifas.ufl.edu


International Rural Tourism Workshop PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT
Latvia - June 2-3, 2004
The workshop will focus on practical solutions and initiatives under four main topics: Quality - Information technologies - Environment - Training
mailto:org@celotajs.lv
file_0.png

file_1.wmf



Quality products catch the eye: PDO, PGI and TSG 
See: http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/foodqual/quali1_en.htm


EISA: European Initiative for Sustainable development in Agriculture
Voir : http://www.sustainable-agriculture.org/start.html


International Dairy Federation (IDF)
See: http://www.idf2003.com


Horticultural IT in New Zealand
See: http://www.hortplus.com/
Contact: Trevor ATKINS
mailto:trevor.atkins@hortvision.co.nz


In Florida… (EFITA conference 2003)
…the Extension Digital Information Source (EDIS) web page described below delivers more than 20,000 publications per day to University of Florida / IFAS’s extension clientele.
See: http://www.ifas.ufl.edu/
Contact: Fedro S. ZAZUETA
mailto:fsz@ufl.edu


Quantile regression trees for prediction in irrigation management (EFITA conference 2003)
Prediction methods in agriculture have been developed for sometime, from simple statistic regression to neural networks. Most of them intend to link physiological indicators of crop development to final information, such as grain yield. We are developing a new approach to predicting variables of interest with statistical tools based on the estimation of quantile regression trees. This approach is illustrated with a maize irrigation management problem. After introducing the irrigation strategy simulator for maize crops, called MODERATO, we present the prediction problem we studied, and introduce an estimation method of quantile regression trees. Then, we present selected experimental results obtained from data simulated by MODERATO on a specific irrigation management case from south-western France. The quality of the prediction is estimated for different choices of covariates and different dates of observation.
Contact: Jacques-Eric BERGEZ
mailto:jbergez@toulouse.inra.fr


Woman reading
A couple goes on vacation to a fishing resort in northern Minnesota. The husband likes to fish at the crack of dawn. The wife likes to read. One morning the husband returns after several hours of fishing and decides to take a nap.
Although not familiar with the lake, the wife decides to take the boat out. She motors out a short distance, anchors, and continues to read her book.
Along comes a game warden in his boat. He pulls up alongside the woman
And says, "Good morning Ma'am. What are you doing?"
"Reading a book," she replies, (thinking "isn't that obvious?").
"You're in a restricted fishing area," he informs her.
"I'm sorry officer, but I'm not fishing, I'm reading."
"Yes, but you have all the equipment. For all I know you could start at any moment. I'll have to take you in and write you up."
"If you do that, I'll have to charge you with sexual assault," says the woman.
"But I haven't even touched you," says the game warden.
"That's true, but you have all the equipment. For all I know you could start at any moment."
"Have a nice day maam", and he left...
MORAL: Never argue with a woman who reads. It's likely she can also think.
Contact: Antoine CORDA
mailto:antoine.corda@edfgdf.fr
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28th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "D-400: what about the implementation of the traceability chapter of articles 14 to 20 of the European regulation 178/2002"
Paris - 27 November 2003 - 14h to 18h - in French
Registration: http://www.acta-informatique.fr/ (Chapter "Evénements")
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Celk Center's Visibility and Networking Workshop
Budapest - October 31, 2003
CELK is a regional knowledge management, dissemination and advisory centre that serves Central, Eastern and South-Eastern European countries (CEECs). The Centre assists these countries to secure functioning land tenure regimes, support sound land market development and improve sustainable land management through its information and networking services. Attached please find our Strategy Plan for detailed information.
On October 31, the Center hosted a Visibility and Networking Workshop to introduce its services and to receive and discuss feedback from the participating countries. Most of the attendees of this workshop were key government representatives from ministries responsible for land related issues. 
See: http://www.celk.org/
Contact: Marianna POSFAI
mailto:landnet@celk.org


2nd European Conference on rural development: "Planting seeds for rural futures - Rural policy perspectives for a wider Europe"
12-14 November 2003 - Salzburg, Austria
See: http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/03/1448|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display=


Ecology without frontiers: Environmental challenges across Europe
April 5-7 2004 - Exeter University, UK
See: http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/articles/meetings/current/2004/annualsymposium/


DLG Agricultural Software catalogue (166 programmes)
See: http://www.agrarsoftware.net


International Goat Association
See: http://www.iga-goatworld.org/


Protection of Animals during International Transport
See: http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/03/1487|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display=


PODIUM
The International Water Management Institute (IWMI) Policy Dialogue Model (PODIUM) is a water and food security planning tool for policy makers and planners determine future directions for agricultural and water resources policy by allowing them to explore potential demand and supply scenarios for food and water in 2025. PODIUM can be used to answer questions such as: 
- If calorie consumption reaches 3000 calories per capita per day and dietary patterns change towards increased meat consumption, how would the national grain requirements change? 
- Based on this scenario, do we have enough water to produce the crops needed to ensure food security? 
- What would this require in terms of rainfed and irrigated grain production? 
- How would increased water demand affect the groundwater balance? 
- What are the implications for water resources policy?
See: http://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/textonly/tools/podium.htm (free download available)
See: http://ictupdate.cta.int



New journal Applied Ecology and Environmental Research)
See: http://www.ecology.kee.hu


Partnership for European Environmental Research - A new dimension in environmental research
PEER will lead the development of a European Research Area in the environmental sciences, by integrating a broad range of environmental disciplines to provide science-based support for the development of a sustainable European environment.
See: http://peer-initiative.org/html/


Gates donation to Harvestplus (from Crop Protection Monthly)
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is to donate US$25 million to HarvestPlus, a new public/private partnership focusing on the development of nutritionally-enhanced food crops for the developing world. HarvestPlus is aiming to increase the amount of iron, zinc and Vitamin A in staple crops such as maize, rice, wheat and beans using traditional and GM breeding techniques. Monsanto is also donating its expertise in growing Vitamin A-enriched white maize to the organisation.
See: http://www.harvestplus.org
See: http://www.crop-protection-monthly.co.uk
Contact: Brian R. Hicks
mailto:brhicks333@aol.com


Pig
The regional salesman missed his turn, and was late to an important appointment. Trouble was, he didn’t know where he had gone wrong. From the side of the road he saw a farmer over in the nearby orchard, and walked over to get directions.
As he got closer, he saw to his astonishment that the farmer was struggling to hold up a large pig, that it could reach the apples on a heavily laden apple tree, and then waiting patiently as the pig picked off an apple and munched contently, before taking another.
The salesman hiding his wonderment, asked simply “uh, excuse me but I can’t help wondering. Isn’t this method of feeding a pig a rather inefficient use of time?
The farmer glanced around at the salesman, shrugged his shoulders, and said "what’s time to a pig?"
Contact: Bill PARLETTE
mailto:BillParlette@compuserve.com
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Looking for information: How many farmers are connected to the Internet in your country?
In France, I give the following estimations:


Full time
farmers
Equipped
with a PC
Connected to
the Internet
2000
330 000
110 000
25 000
2003
320 000
160 000
70 000


28th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "D-400: what about the implementation of the traceability chapter of articles 14 to 20 of the European regulation 178/2002"
Paris - 27 November 2003 - 14h to 18h - in French
Registration: http://www.acta-informatique.fr/ (Chapter "Evénements")
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Environmentally Friendly Spray Application Techniques
Warsaw, 4-6 October, 2004
See: http://www.pomocentre.insad.pl/
Contact: Pawel KONOPACKI
mailto:pkonopac@insad.pl


Webocracy (?!)
See: http://europa.eu.int/information_society/programmes/egov_rd/index_en.htm


British Association of Applied Biologists (AAB)
See: http://www.aab.org.uk


The Crop Protection Directory
See: http://www.aisglobal.net


Agricultural information exchange and dissemination in Cyprus
See: http://www.arinet.ari.gov.cy
Contact: Andreas MAVROGENIS
mailto:mavrogen@arinet.ari.gov.cy


Senozaty, a village of the Czech Republic with a broad band connection to the Internet
See: http://www.senozaty.cz
Contact: Vit SKALA
mailto:sakla@senozaty.cz


A (German) integrated software system for agriculture…
…developed by LANDDATA, an accounting centre.
See: http://www.agrar-office.de
Contact: Dr. Josef BOSCH
mailto:dr.bosch@eurosoft.de


Frenglish!
Three men, an Italian, a Spanish and a French are applying for a job in Council of EU.
Before the interview, they are advised that they will have to compose a sentence based on these three words: "green", "pink" and "yellow".
The Italian starts: "I wake up in the morning. I see the yellow sun. I see the green grass and I think to myself: "I hope it will be a pink day."
Then the Spanish gentleman: "I wake up in the morning, I eat a yellow banana, a green pepper and in the evening I watch the pink panther on TV."
And finally the French: "I wake up in ze morning, I hear ze phone "green...green...", pink up the phone and I say "Yellow?"...
Contact: Darko MARKOJA
mailto:darko.markoja@gov.si


About the EFITA mailing list
Please note that you can use this moderated list (>2100 subscribers) to announce any event / product / web site / joke… related to IT in agriculture, environment, food industry and rural areas, and send me all e-mail addresses of people, who might be interested in these matters.
If you do not wish to receive our messages, please see: http://www.efita.net to remove your e-mail address from our mail list.
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Finland
Active farms (not all fulltime): 72 000
Equipped with PC: 55 000
Connected to the Internet: 50 000
Contact: Juhani RAHKONEN
mailto:rahkonen.juhani@kolumbus.fi


Agricultural ICT in New Zealand
A part of the study (performed in 2000) was based on a postal survey covering all rural postal addresses. 61% of agricultural respondents owned a computer, of which 80% were connected to the internet.  Multiply them together and you have just on 1/2 of all respondents who classified themselves as farmers been internet connected. There was no bias correction for non-respondents.
See: http://www.maf.govt.nz/mafnet/rural-nz/people-and-their-issues/communication/telecommunications-use-and-constraints/teleconst.htm
Contact: Trevor ATKINS
mailto:trevor.atkins@hortvision.co.nz


Wanted: Information
Please, help me to draw a picture of the real situation on ICT in Agriculture in your country: give the number of full time farmers, the number of farmers equipped with a PC and the number of farmers connected to the Internet. Thank you!
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


EPPER & CELERIA projects: Broadband Internet access for rural people
See: http://www.arinline.com
mailto:ipellejero@euskaltel.es
See: http://www.celeria.es
mailto:ividal@euskaltel.es


Total quality in Italy
See: http://www.gourmandi.net


Multimedia Geoinformation for e-Communities in Rural Areas with Eco-Tourism
See: http://www.regeo.org
Contact: Alexander ALMER
mailto:alexander.almer@joanneum.at


Transnational Traceability and Training (3T)
See: http://www.ttt-fish.de
Contact: Philippe BRICOLA
mailto:bricola@cleya.fr


CD-ROM 'Open Economy'
'Open Economy' is a new MSc-level multi-media based learning tool on 'International Trade Theory and Policy'
See: http://www.mhsg.de/link.php?target=Portfolio/economy.html


Analysis of collective behaviour of animals / Interaction between animals and robots
See: http://www.ulb.ac.be/sciences/leurre/
Contact: Jean-Louis DENEUBOURG
mailto:jldeneub@ulb.ac.be


About EFITA
> EFITA Board members
Andy OFFER (President)
mailto:andy.offer@adas.co.uk

Mick HARKIN (Secretary General)
mailto:harkin@iol.ie

Miklos HERDON
mailto:herdon@date.hu

Rolf A.E. MUELLER
mailto:raem@agric-econ.uni-kiel.de

Arnold BREGT
mailto:arnold.bregt@wur.nl

Miguel DE CASTRO NETO
mailto:mneto@isa.utl.pt

> EFITA Consultancy Group members

Gerhard SCHIEFER
mailto:schiefer@uni-bonn.de

Iver THYSEN
mailto:iver.thysen@agrsci.dk


The most visited sites by people interested in technologies to develop web services: All kinds of tutorials.
See: http://www.w3c.com
See: http://w3schools.com
Contact: René HUSKEN
mailto:husken.r@nhtv.nl


Brunette
A young brunette goes into the doctor's office and says that her body hurts wherever she touches it.
"Impossible," says the doctor. "Show me."
She takes her finger and pushes her elbow and screams in agony. She pushes her knee and screams, pushes her ankle and screams. Everywhere she touches makes her scream. The doctor says, "You're not really a brunette, are you?"
The girl says "No, I'm really a blonde".
"I thought so," the doctor says. "You have a broken finger."
Contact: Ian HOUSEMAN
mailto:ian.houseman@urlp.org.ua
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From Guy Waksman to liste-efita@acta-informatique.fr participants
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29th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "Using ICT to make easier farm management"
Paris – 4 March - 14h to 18h - in French
Registration: http://www.acta-informatique.fr/ (Chapter "Evénements")
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Agricultural ICT in UK
There are 233,000 farmers in the UK. 50-60% of these have computers and approximately 35% are connected to the internet.
Contact: Dr Morag MITCHELL
mailto:m.mitchell@ab.sac.ac.uk

Agricultural ICT in Germany

Number of farms
Equipped
with a PC
Connected to
the Internet
1997

60 000
10 000
2003
395 000
220 000
180 000

Contact: Karin ROSSKOPF
mailto:krosskop@hotmail.com


Wanted: Information
Please, help me to draw a picture of the real situation on ICT in Agriculture in your country: give the number of full time farmers, the number of farmers equipped with a PC and the number of farmers connected to the Internet. Thank you!
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


IAALD - International Association of Agricultural Information Specialists
IAALD has agreed to join the international IT network INFITA as a founding member. Pam Andre, the president of IAALD wrote us: '...I am pleased to report that the IAALD Executive Committee has agreed to become founding members of INFITA. We are very excited to be joining colleagues with such a strong interest in utilizing IT in all aspects of agriculture. As information specialists, IT is absolutely critical to our success and an organization like INFITA will certainly help to improve it's use worldwide...'
By now, the members of INFITA include EFITA, AFITA, PanAFITA, IAALD.
See: http://www.iaald.org/
Contact: Gerhard SCHIEFFER
mailto:schiefer@uni-bonn.de


WCCA2004, 2nd World Conference on IT in Agriculture,
Bangkok, Thailand, August 9-12, 2004
organized by AFITA and the international network INFITA (AFITA, EFITA, PanAFITA, IAALD)
See: http://www.afitaandwcca2004.net/


GlobalGrain 2003
27- 28 November 2003, Genf
See: http://www.globalgrain2003.com/


Danish Research Centre for Organic Farming (DARCOF)
See: http://www.darcof.dk/research/index.html


Biodiversity & Agriculture
See: http://www.save-foundation.net/


Global Facilitation Unit for Underutilized Species (GFU)
See: http://www.underutilized-species.org/


An example of successful web service for (real) surfers
See: http://www.windguru.cz


American personalised newsletter for all industries for all marketing and communication people – worldwide best practices
See: http://www.marketingpower.com
Contact : René HUSKEN
mailto:husken.r@nhtv.nl


e-Commerce and e-Marketing
See: http://wilsonweb.com
See: http://www.1to1.com


Mailing lists (USA) 
250 US Dollars to manage 2500 addresses
See: http://Constantcontact.com
Contact : René HUSKEN
mailto:husken.r@nhtv.nl


The most visited sites by people interested in technologies to develop web services: All kinds of tutorials.
See: http://www.w3c.com
See: http://w3schools.com
Contact : René HUSKEN
mailto:husken.r@nhtv.nl


e-mail marketing technology
See: http://www.constantcontact.com


Access to the Internet (all kinds of statistics related to the Internet)
See: http://www.nua.ie


Prison versus Work
IN PRISON...you spend the majority of your time in an 8 X 10 cell
AT WORK... you spend the majority of your time in a 6 X 8 cubicle.

IN PRISON...you get three meals a day.
AT WORK...you only get a break for one meal and you pay for it.

IN PRISON...you get time off for good behaviour.
AT WORK...you get more work for good behaviour.

IN PRISON...the guard locks and unlocks all the doors for you.
AT WORK...you must carry around a security card and open all the doors for yourself.

IN PRISON...you can watch TV and play games.
AT WORK...you get fired for watching TV and playing games.

IN PRISON...you get your own toilet.
AT WORK...you have to share with some idiot who pees on the seat.

IN PRISON...they allow your family and friends to visit.
AT WORK...you can't even speak to your family.

IN PRISON...all expenses are paid by the taxpayers with no work required.
AT WORK...you get to pay all the expenses to go to work and then they deduct taxes from your salary to pay for prisoners.

IN PRISON...you spend most of your life inside bars wanting to get out.
AT WORK...you spend most of your time wanting to get out and go inside bars.

IN PRISON...you must deal with sadistic wardens.
AT WORK...they are called managers.

Contact: Mathieu CORTYL
mailto:mathieu.cortyl@biomin.net
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29th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "Using ICT to make easier farm management"
Paris – 4 March - 14h to 18h - in French
Registration: http://www.acta-informatique.fr/ (Chapter "Evénements")
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Agricultural ICT in Sweden
There are 70,950 farmers in the Sweden (not full time). 74 % of these have computers and 80 % of those who have a computer are connected to the internet.
Contact: Marcus TRELLMAN
mailto:marcus.trellman@lrf.se


Wanted: Information
Please, help me to draw a picture of the real situation on ICT in Agriculture in your country: give the number of full time farmers, the number of farmers equipped with a PC and the number of farmers connected to the Internet. Thank you!
I got information from you for the following countries: Sweden, Germany, UK, New Zealand, Finland…
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


7th International Conference on Precision Agriculture (July 25-28, 2004)…
…is accepting proposed paper abstracts through December 14, 2003.
See: http://www.precision.agri.umn.edu/Conference/
Contact: Jenni SWENSON 
mailto:jenni@umn.edu


The splendid new Isita.com website
See: http://www.isita.com
Contact: Mick HARKIN
mailto:harkin@iol.ie


e-learning solution
See: http://www.blackboard.com


Rural Development in the European Union
Voir : http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/publi/fact/rurdev2003/en.pdf


Overview of the implementation of rural development policy 2000-2006 - some facts and figures (also available in German and French)
See: http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/publi/fact/rurdev2003/ov_en.pdf


Fourth Rothamsted International BioMarket, Bioproducts from Plants and Microbes
5-6 November, attracting delegates from 17 countries, as Brian Hicks reports. 
See: http://www.bioproduct.info
See: http://www.crop-protection-monthly.co.uk
Contact: Brian R. Hicks
mailto:brianralphhicks@aol.com


Some old, some new

"My wife is a sex object. Every time I ask for sex, she objects."
Les Dawson.

I believe that sex between two people is a beautiful thing. Between five, it's fantastic."
Woody Allen.

"You don't appreciate a lot of stuff in school until you get older. Little things like being spanked every day by a middle aged woman: Stuff you pay good money for in later life."
Emo Philips.

"When I die, I want to die like my grandmother who died peacefully in her sleep. Not screaming like all the passengers in her car."
Author Unknown.

"It's so long since I've had sex, I've forgotten who ties up whom."
Joan Rivers.

"If it wasn't for pick-pockets and frisking at airports I'd have no sex life at all."
Rodney Dangerfield.

"Sex is one of the most wholesome, beautiful and natural experiences that money can buy."
Steve Martin.

"I'm such a good lover because I practice a lot on my own."
Woody Allen.

"My love life is terrible. The last time I was inside a woman was when I visited the Statue of Liberty."
Woody Allen.

"There are a number of mechanical devices that increase sexual arousal, particularly in women. Chief amongst these is the BMW Z3.
Author Unknown.

"Instead of getting married again, I'm going to find a woman I don't like and just give her a house."
Steven Seagal.

"See, the problem is that God gives men a brain and a penis, and only enough blood to run one at a time."
Robin Williams.

"What do people mean when they say the computer went down on them?
Marilyn Pittman

"Bigamy is having one wife/husband too many. Monogamy is the same."
Oscar Wilde

That's it folks !!
Contact: Mick HARKIN
mailto:harkin@iol.ie
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29th AGRIMMEDIA seminar: "Using ICT to make easier farm management"
Paris – 4 March - 14h to 18h - in French
Registration: http://www.acta-informatique.fr/ (Chapter "Evénements")
Contact : Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Norwegian farmers and use of ICT
Last registration by August 03, 55.000 farmers. About 75 % had a PC. Of all farmers (incl. those without a PC) 62 % used Internet as an average of the sectors.
Within the sectors the frequency was: milk, pig and sheep 62 %, grain sector 76 %, egg and poultry 81%, fruit and vegetables 68 %.
(The sectors except milk, pig and sheep, are small and have little impact on the average, that is why no sector is less than average)
Contact: Finn WALLAND
mailto:finn.walland@tine.no


Wanted: Information
Please, help me to draw a picture of the real situation on ICT in Agriculture in your country: give the number of full time farmers, the number of farmers equipped with a PC and the number of farmers connected to the Internet. Thank you!
I got information from you for the following countries: France, Sweden, Germany, UK, New Zealand, Finland, Norway… Information about what is happening in The Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, Austria, Spain, USA, Canada, Switzerland, Japan… is still missing!!!
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


New (small) EU members
See: http://www.eforesee.info/


Friends of the Earth Europe
EU Accession and Agriculture: Making CAP work for People and the Environment
See:: http://www.foeeurope.org/
Contact: Judit Kovács KATONA
mailto:katonaj@helios.date.hu


VMART-QIS: information on small scale rural tourism
See: http://www.vmart.org


Codex Alimentarius
The Codex Alimentarius Commission was created in 1963 by FAO and WHO to develop food standards, guidelines and related texts such as codes of practice under the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme. The main purposes of this Programme are protecting health of the consumers and ensuring fair trade practices in the food trade, and promoting coordination of all food standards work undertaken by international governmental and non-governmental organizations.
See: http://www.codexalimentarius.net


Rural broadband forum (Proposal for a)
Contact: John O' NEILL
mailto:joneill@nwlabs.com


"Wireless knowledge"
See: http://www.wirelessinfo.cz
Contacts: Karel CHARVÁT
mailto:charvat@lesprojekt.cz


GIS in Czech Republic
See: http://www.kr-vysocina.cz
Contact: Jiri HIESS
mailto:hiess.j@kr-vysocina.cz


Promotion and marketing of travel destinations on the Internet
Individualised Holiday itinerary Planning and Booking
See: http://ww.easytrails.com



Desertification of Mediterranean countries
Contact: G. Wiegleb
mailto:wiegleb@tu-cottbus.de


Veterinary controls on live animals and animal products from third countries in the context of the enlarged European Union
See: http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/consultations/cons1_en.htm


European Landowners Organization (ELO)
See: http://www.elo.org/


Management of Weed Resistance in Europe
See: http://www.weedscience.org


European Weed Research Society (EWRS)
See: http://www.ewrs.org/ewrs-hr.htm


An atheist was taking a walk through the woods…
What majestic trees! What powerful rivers! What beautiful animals!" he said to himself.
As he was walking alongside the river he heard a rustling in the bushes behind him. He turned to look. He saw a 7 foot grizzly charge towards him. He ran as fast as he could up the path. He looked over his shoulder and saw that the bear was closing in on him. He looked over his shoulder again, and the bear was even closer. His heart was pumping frantically and he tried to run even faster. He tripped and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up but saw the bear right on top of him, reaching for him with his left paw and raising his right paw to strike him.
At that instant the Atheist cried out: "Oh my God!..."
Time stopped.
The bear froze.
The forest was silent.
As a bright light shone upon the man, a voice came out of the sky:
You deny my existence for all of these years, teach others I don't exist, and even credit creation to a cosmic accident. Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am I to count you as a believer?"
The atheist looked directly into the light,
"It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps could you make the BEAR a Christian?"
"Very well," said the voice.
The light went out. And the sounds of the forest resumed. And then the bear dropped his right paw, brought both paws together and bowed his head and spoke:
"Lord, Bless this food which I am about to receive and for which I am truly thankful."
Contact: Tony PEERS
mailto:tony@thepeers.demon.co.uk
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Merry Christmas and best wishes for the New Year!


Thought of the day
Strength is the capacity to break a chocolate bar into four pieces with your bare hands- and then eat just one of the pieces - Judith VIORST
Contact: Claude HOLL
mailto:holl@noos.fr


Question: could you please send me again the EFITA newsletter / 137. I deleted it by mistake. Specially, I am interested in the diffusion of computers and internet in the European agriculture.
Contact: Ludger HINNERS
mailto:hinners@iamo.de
Answer: Please note that all efita newsletter are available on our web site efita.net
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Wanted: Information
Please, help me to draw a picture of the real situation on ICT in Agriculture in your country: give the number of full time farmers, the number of farmers equipped with a PC and the number of farmers connected to the Internet. Thank you!
I got information from you for the following countries: France, Sweden, Germany, UK, New Zealand, Finland, Norway… Information about what is happening in The Netherlands, Belgium, Austria, Spain, USA, Canada, Switzerland, Japan… is still missing!!!
Contact: Guy WAKSMAN
mailto:waksman@acta-informatique.fr


Crop Protection Monthly archives on-line
The electronic versions of CPM covering the period from January 2000 - December 2002 are now available through the CPM website. 
The CPM electronic versions for the calendar year 2000 have been specially produced for the website.
Microsoft Word files are available on demand.
You can advertise your products, services or organisation on this new "CPM virtual library" facility.
See: http://www.crop-protection-monthly.co.uk
Contact: Brian R. Hicks
mailto:brhicks333@aol.com


World Conference on Computers in Ag and Congress of the Asian Federation for IT in Ag 
On behalf of the Organizing Committee, I would like to invite you to attend the Joint AFITA and WCCA Conference to be held on August 9-12, 2004 in Bangkok, Thailand. We encourage you to consider presenting papers or workshops on research, advances and applications of Information Technology in Agriculture.
The Joint AFITA and WCCA Conference is a collaborative effort amongst agricultural information technology associations worldwide. This conference provides a forum for agriculture related professionals to exchange information on applications and developments in the use of Information Technologies. Contributions from various countries will allow a broadened perspective for all attending.
See: http://www.afitaandwcca2004.net
Contact: Jiannong XIN
mailto:xin@ifas.ufl.edu


"Write Clearly - Fight the Fog": how to write a proposal for an European project…
See: http://europa.eu.int/comm/translation/en/ftfog/index.htm


Developing Agrobiodiversity
4-5 February.2004 - Berlin
See: http://www.agrobiodiversitaet.net


International food conference
Dublin - 17-18 June 2004
See: http://www.foodchain2004.com


Agricultural Markets - Prices 2003-3
See: http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/publi/prices/2003/prix2003_3.pdf


Pig meat sector is confronted with serious problems
See: http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/markets/pig/index_en.htm


RIP: Prof. Pierre Robert (Director of the Precision Agriculture Center and Professor in the Department of Soil, Water, and Climate at the University of Minnesota)
December 12th, Prof. Pierre Robert succumbed from the cranial injuries inflicted on him by a freak traffic accident the evening before.
We all know Pierre as a giant of agriculture. He was one of the "founding fathers" of Precision Agriculture. He was preparing his 7th International Congress on Precision Agriculture.
Contact: Marc VANACHT
mailto:marcvan8@sbcglobal.net


European e-Business Market Watch
This is a market observatory established by the European Commission, DG Enterprise. The e-Business W@tch monitors and has assessed the maturity of electronic business in 15 industry sectors across all EU Member States.
I am the sector expert of food and beverages sector.
There are three reports and several newsletters published about the food and beverages sector.
The latest report is "ICT & e-Business in the Food, Beverages & Tobacco Industry Sector" Report No.1 III/July 2003, and can be freely accessed through the ebusiness watch site.
The reports analyse various dimensions and present key findings which include: e-business opportunities on areas like training, online selling, SMEs, and traditional products.
See: http://www.ebusiness-watch.org/
Contact: Ilias VLACHOS
mailto:ivlachos@aua.gr


Would you believe!
A ventriloquist visiting Kerry walks into a small, remote village and sees a local sitting on his porch patting his dog.
He figures he'll have a little fun, so he says to the Kerryman
"Can I talk to your dog?"
Villager: "The dog doesn't talk, you stupid eejit."
Ventriloquist: "Hello dog, how's it going mate?"
Dog: "Doin' all right."
Villager: (look of extreme shock)
Ventriloquist: "Is this villager your owner?" (pointing at the villager)
Dog: "Yep"
Ventriloquist: "How does he treat you?"
Dog: "Real good. He walks me twice a day, feeds me great food and takes me to the lake once a week to play."
Villager: (look of utter disbelief)
Ventriloquist: "Mind if I talk to your horse?"
Villager: "Uh, the horse doesn't talk either....I think."
Ventriloquist: "Hey horse, how's it going?"
Horse: "Cool"
Villager: (absolutely dumbfounded)
Ventriloquist: "Is this your owner?" (pointing at the villager)
Horse: "Yep"
Ventriloquist: "How does he treat you?"
Horse: "Pretty good, thanks for asking. He rides me regularly, brushes me down often and keeps me in the barn to protect me from the elements."
Villager: (total look of amazement)
Ventriloquist: "Mind if I talk to your sheep?"
Villager: (in a panic) "The sheep's a f**king liar!"



